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INTRODUCTION 


The HISTORY 01 GIBSON COUNTY> INDIANA was originally 
published in 1897 SB a part of a volume entitled HISTORY 
OF THE UNITED STATES, INDIANA, AND GIBSON COUNTY . 

This reprint is of the section pertaining to Gibson 
Countyt 
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Historical Sketch of Gibson County. 


Prior to the incoming of the white man. the red mail inhabited 
the territory now marked bv the limits of Gibson county. The In¬ 
dians who roamed and hunted over the wooded hills and vales of 
this region were made up from remnants <>f several tribes, among 
which were the following: Shawnee, Sacs, Fox. Kickapoo. Miami 
and Pottawatomics. Of the Shawnee tribe, old “TrackwcH” was 
a noted chief, lie had a village of several wigwams, located on 
Indian Creek, about two miles northeast of where Princeton is 
located. The Miami’s had a fort on the Tatoka River, and claimed 
ownership to a portion of the territory. As civilization approach¬ 
ed from the South and East, the Indians gradually disappeared, 
moving westward. The forest wilds yielded to the ax of sturdy 
pioneers, and were transformed into fields of waving grain. Long 
since have rested on the ruins of the wigwam, the foundations of 
industry, and has been heard the noisy din of the trades, where 
once the stillness of the dense forest was unbroken save by the 
warhoop of the redman. 

The first white man to become a settler within the borders of 
what is now Gibson County, was John Scverns, Sr., who was a 
native of Wales. He came to this country with his parents prior 
to the revolutionary war. in which struggle he served a short 
time, ami while on a visit to his parental home, then in the wilds 
of Western Virginia, he and all of his family were captured by a 
band of Indians, who killed his father, mother, sister and younger 
brother, lie and an elder brother were held as prisoners. TTis 
brother remained with the Indians, married a squaw and reared 
a family. John remained a prisoner for seven years; made bis 
escape at the first favorable opportunity: went to Pennsylvania, 
and there married. Subsequently he assisted in making govern - 
ment surveys in Kentucky, and from that State came to the 
Northwest Territory about 1789. and settled with his family, then 
consisting of himself, his wife and five children, on the South bank 


of Patoka River, at a point where he ran a ferry boat,and which 
point was long known as Scverns’ Ferrv—and later Sevcrns’ 
TI ridge. 

John Scverns. Sr., was a good man. and his influence with the 
Indians enabled him to preserve peace between them and early 
settlers. Ilis death occurred about 1820. and his remains were 
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buried near where he settled, as he requested they should be. 
With the settlement of this hardv pioneer came the dawn of civili¬ 
zation in (iihson County. The next settlers to follow him were 
(iervas and Daniel Hazleton. The former established a ferry on 
White River, was a prominent citizen and the head of a large 
family. In the year 1800, David Robb settler! in the county. He 
was the pioneer of the Robb family in (iibson County, lie was 
originally from Virginia, hut directly from Kentucky. He was 
a noble man and of much prominence. John Johnson, the pioneer 
of this family in (iihson County, settled here in 1802. He came 
from Kentucky, but was a native of Virginia. William Hargrove 
settled in the county in 1803. He was a Virginian by birth, but 
came from Kentucky to this State. Joseph Milburn, from Ken¬ 
tucky (originally from Virginia) settled here in 1803. John 
Hinemann. a native of Pennsylvania, removed from Kentucky to 
Indiana, and became a settler of Hibson County in 1803. 
James McC lure and his widowed mother came to the county in 
1805. In the same year the following settled in the county: 
Thomas Montgomery, Cicn. Robert M. Evans, Joseph Neely, 
Jesse Kimball and others. In t8o^ the following named persons 
and their families made settlements in the county: Joseph 
Woods, William Harrington, Thomas and William Archer 
(brothers), John Benson, Jesse and Asa Music, John and Provi¬ 
dence Mounts. 

Rev. Stephen Strickland, regular Baptist minister, settled here 
in 1808, and in the same year William Clark. Rev. Alex. Devin 
and C arrie Wilkinson settled in the county. Major James Smith. 

who came also in 1808, was an influential man in the early days 
in this county. Another old settler was John Braselton. who 
also came in 1808. The years 1809 and 1810 marked a strong 
influx, of settlers, among whom were: Robert McGarv, John 
Armstrong, William Forbes, Charles Cross, Fielding and Zach- 
ariah and Oliver LucasCCapt. Henry Hopkins, William Latham. 
Absalom Linn, Morgan Leathers, Robert Slaven, Daniel Mc- 
Fetridge, Col. Smith Miller, James Stewart, John Roberts. 
William Leach. The Overton and Vaughn families were also 
pioneers. Jesse Emerson, a prominent pioneer, came in 1811. 
In the same year Joshua Embree and Andrew Gudgel became 
the pioneers of two families that have been prominent in the his¬ 
tory of the county. 

The early settlers of (iihson County were principally from the 
Carolinas, Tennessee, Kentucky and Virginia. They were a 
hardy and sturdy people, who possessed more intelligence and 
piety, than usual for new settlers, and the moral tone of their in¬ 
fluence and example has left impress on their descendents.^ 
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ORGANIZATION OF GIBSON COUNTY. 

Prior to the organization of Gibson County, its territory was 
a part of the county of Knox. The civil history of the county of 
Gibson properly dates from the 9th of March, 1813. the day upon 
which the act for (he organization of the county was approved by 
the territorial legislature of Indiana. Since the date of the organ¬ 
ization of the county, portions of its territory, at different times, 
have been taken off, and have assisted in forming the counties of 
Posey, Vanderburgh, Pike and Warrick. The present area of 
the county consists of 490 square miles. The-population of the 
county in 1890 numbered 24,920 souls. There are now (1896) 
probably 30,000 people in the county. The county was given 
the name of Gibson in honor of Gen. John Gibson, a brave and 
gallant soldier of the French and Indian and Revolutionary wars. 
He was also Secretary of the Territory of Indiana from 1800 until 
the admission of Indiana into the Union as a State, in 1816. 

During the progress of events that led to the full and perfect 
organization of the county, in the civil and legislative functions, 
a judicial power was necessarv to the protection of the rights and 
general welfare of the peopled The organization of the court of 
common pleas was an important, as well as one of the first steps 
toward the completion of the organic system of the county. 

BENCH AND BAR. 

Pursuant to the provisions of the enabling act for the organiza¬ 
tion of the county, the Gibson Court of Common Pleas was begun 
and held at the house of William Harrington on Monday, May 
io„ 1813. Hon. William Harrington was president judge, and 
Isaac Montgomery and Daniel Putnam were his associate judges. 
The reader must remember that this occurred three years before 
Indiana became a State. The first courts of the county were 
known as that of common pleas courts, which were continued un¬ 
til the organization of the State in 1816. The constitution of 
1816 provided that the judicial powers of the State should be 
vested in one Supreme Court and Circuit Courts. The latter 
courts were fornted by a president judge and two associate judges, 
who were elected by the qualified electors in the counties forming 
the circuits. Hon. Isaac Blackford succeeded Hon. William 
Harrington as president judge of the Court of Common Pleas, 
and he in turn was succeeded bv Hon. David Raymond, who 
was succeeded by Hon. William /Prince, and those who succeeded 
to this office were the following, and they came into the office in 
the order in which their names are given: Hon. David Hart, 
H011. Richard Daniel. Hon. James R. E. Goodlett, Hon. Samuel 
Hall, lion. Clias. I. Battcll, Hon. Elisha Etnbree, Hon. James 
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Lockhart. As. (he Court of Common Pleas was discontinue*! in 
181O, the Circuit Court took its place, but as the Circuit Courts 
were formed by a president ami two associate judges as were 
formed the Courts of Common Pleas, the above named president 
judges are named without reference to whether they presided 
over the Courts of Common Pleas or the Circuit Courts. How¬ 
ever, Judge Isaac Blackford organized and held the first Circuit 
Court in Hibson County. The Circuit Courts continued to be 
presided over by a president and two associate judges until 1851, 
when the new State constitution of Indiana abolished the office 
of associate judge. Hon. Alvin P. Ilovey became judge of the 
Circuit Courts in September, 1851, and served till April, 1854. 
He was succeeded by lion. William E. tyiblack, who served till 
March, 1858, when he resigned to enter Congress, llis unex- 
pired term was filled by Hon. Ballard Smith. He was succeeded 
by Hon. Michael E. Burke, whose successor was Hon. James C. 
Denny, who in turn was succeeded by Hon. John Baker, whose 
successor was Hon. Newton E. Malott. The latter served from 
1870 to 1873. T11 March of that year Hon. Oscar M. Wclborn 

was appointed to succeed him, ami.Judge Wclborn has since re¬ 
mained 011 the bench. Elsewhere in this volume is given a bio¬ 
graphical sketch of him. 

T he Probate Courts, for the settlement of decedent estates, first 
met in Gibson County in 1830. The Judges of Probate Courts in 
this County were: Isaac Montgomery, from 1830 to 1832; Jaines 
Devin, from 1832 to 1837; John Hargrove, from 1837 to 1838; 
William French, from August, 1838 to December, same year; 
Samuel A. Stewart, from December, 1838, to 1845; Frederick 
Bruner, from 1845 to *849; Atnasa D. Foster, from 1849 to 1851. 
Jn 1851 the Probate Court was abolished, and its business trans¬ 
ferred to the Common Picas Courts. Those who served as 
Judges of the Common Pleas Courts were: John Pitcher, Andrew 
L. Robinson, Morris S. Johnson, William P. Kelson, William M. 
Land, J. P>. Handy. In 1873 the Common Pleas Coyrt was abol¬ 
ished by act of the Legislature, and the business of the Court 
transferred to the Circuit Court. 

Judge William Prince was the first resident attorney in Gibson 
County. He was a resident of the County at the time of its organ- 
zation and was appointed the first Prosecuting Attorney. Shortly 
after the organization of the County, David Hart and Richard 
Daniel located in Princeton. They afterward became Judges of 
the Circuit Court. Ju the early history of the County the most 
noted resident lawyers, perhaps* were Judge Samuel Hall and 
Judge Elisha Embree. Judge John Pitcher was an able lawyer 
but he resided at Princeton for oidy a brief period. Among other 
early resident lawyers of the County the following names appear: 
Judge Bowman, Judge Elias Terry, William P. Hall, Alex. C. 
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Donald. Jacob F. Bird, James T. Embree, Judge William M. 
Land, H. T. Kaigcr, Burr li. Polk, William JEL Brownlee, William 
Keavis, John E. Phillips, Charles G. Bennett, William Aydclotte, 
David F. Embree. 

Among the present members of the Gibson County bar the 
following arc among the most prominent: William M. Land 
(the Nestor of the bar), Clarence A. Buskirk, Thomas R. Paxton. 
John H. Miller, Arthur P. Twineham, John W. Ewing. Henry A. 
Veager, M. W. Fields, Lucius C. Embree, James B. Gamble, 
John R. McCoy, W. D. Robinson, L. W. Gtulgel, Thomas Dun¬ 
can, John W. Brady, and others. 

Hon. J. E. McCollough, now of Indianapolis, resided and prac¬ 
ticed law in Princeton several years,* and rose to prominence. 
The present bar of Gibson County is particularly strong ami its 
members are among the ablest attorneys of the state. This has 
always been true of this bar. 


PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND FINANCES. 


The seat of justice for Gibson County was located in February 
1814, and it was ordered by the court that it should be known as 
Princeton. The location of the seat of justice having been defi¬ 
nitely agreed upon, the next step was the erection of a suitable 
building for the accommodation of the public officers. In 1814 
this step was taken, and in the following year Hie first court house 
(a brick) was completed and at once occupied. This first building 
was used by the county for over a quarter of a century, until 1841, 
when it appeared advisable to erect a new court house. The nec¬ 
essary steps were taken, ami in the year 1843 a nevv structure of 
brick was completed, at a cost of about $9,000. This building 
was a substantial one and was used fro about forty years. In 1884 
the present court house was erected at a cost of about $120,000. 
It is of modern style of architecture, and is a commodious and 
handsome edifice. 

In 1814. the first steps were taken for the building of a public 
jail for the county, and the building was soon afterward completed, 
and was used till 1835, * n ^ ,e spring of which year a new jail 
building was completed. The second building served the county 
for many years, and until the present substantial brick jail was 
built. The poor in Gibson County have always received careful 
attention. Comfortable buildings serve as an asylum for the un¬ 
fortunate poor, and are creditable to the citizens and officials of 
the county. 

Public roads and bridges in the county have been looked after 
in a manner manifesting a spirit of progress on the part of the 
county. Good school buildings and excellent schools also mark 
progressiveness of the people. But few counties in Indiana have 
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better public buildings and other improvements than has Gibson 
County. The county also lias many fine homes and well im¬ 
proved farms. Tire county is almost wholly an agricultural dis¬ 
trict; ami in the production of wheat stands second to no county 
in the State. It is perhaps the leading wheat producing county. 
The present assessed value of real and personal property 
in the county is about $14,563,775. Tlie county is one of the 
oldest in the State. It has not witnessed any phenomenal ad¬ 
vances in growth and development, still it has made steady pro¬ 
gress. It has convenient shipping facilities, having four lines of 
railroads, viz.: The Evansville (k Terre Haute; the Louisville, Ev¬ 
ansville & St. Ijouis, (Air Line) the Evansville & Indianapolis and 
the Mt. Vernon branch of the 1 C & T. 11 ., from Et. Branch. 

A review of the financial condition of the county each year 
since its organization would be of little historical value, but a re¬ 
capitulation of the county auditor’s report of receipts ami dis¬ 
bursements for the fiscal year ending May 31, 1896, will givb the 
reader an idea of the financial condition of the county at the time 
of this writing. According to the Treasurer’s annual report for 
1896, the amount on hand June r, 1895, was $111,948.57. For 
the fiscal year ending May 31, 1896, the receipts were $258,458.39, 
which amount, together with the amount on hand June I, 1895, 
makes a total receipt of $370,407.96, for the above named fiscal 
year. For this same year the amount expended was $260,003.00, 
hence the amount on hand May 31, 1896, was $110,404.96. Of 
this amount $32,913.96 were county revenues; $9,290.75, State 
revenues; $4,655.48, township funds; $13,057.46, tuition funds; 
$13,880.05, special school funds; $10,645.49, road funds; $7,184.04, 
special road funds; $917.79, dog funds; $9,196.38, corporation 
funds; $366.93, library (Princeton) funds; $406.19, railroad funds; 
$3,349.13, school bond funds; $20.00, surplus tuition funds; 
$300.00 saloon license; $7.80, estray fund; $2,045.74, school fund 
principal; $2,167.77, school fund interest. 

MEDICAL HISTORY. 

At this late date, in the absence of the necessary data, it cannot 
be expected that much of the history of the medical profession 
in Gibson County can be recorded. Who were the first physi¬ 
cians to practice the healing art in the county cannot be ascer¬ 
tained. Below is given the names of several physicians who may 
be appropriately classed as “olden time” practitioners in the 
county: J. J. Pennington, Wiloby Walling, George B. Graff, H. 

II. Patten,-Kell, V. T. West, - Cook, - Fullerton, 

-Neely, - Downey,-Stockwell,-Howard,- 

McCollough,-Day,-Littlepagc,-Mumford. 

May 1, 1874, pursuant to a call of a number of physicians of 
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Gibson County met at Princeton for the purpose of organizing 
a county medical society, and on that date the Gibson County 
Medical Society was duly organized. Tlie following physicians 
Imvc been members of this society and have practiced medicine 
in the county: J. Stott, II. IJ. Patten, J. C. Patten, V. T. West, 
VV. W. Blair, S. E. Mumford, W. (». Kidd, Robert Moore, J. W. 
Runcie, S. II. Slioptatigh, Win. A. Downey, W. II. Church, I\ 
II. Curtncr, E. J. Howard, W. II. Stewart, J. L. Dow, J. A. 
Malone, R. Davis, J. C. McClurkin, J. C. Woodruff, J. F. Gudgel, 
F. II. Maxam, W. G. llopkins, D. P. Reavis, G. C. Mason, G. M. 
Scars, W. W. French, G. W. Runcie, W. II. Maghce, F. Nelson, 
W. P. Ilornbrook, Geo. A. Thomas, G. C. Kendle, A. R. Burton, 
J. P. Ward, G. C. Fisher, F. Blair and others. 

The following is a list of those who have practice!I medicine in 
the county more recently, and perhaps the list embraces nearly, 
all physicians now residing in the county: R. S. Anderson, A. 
R. Burton, Hiram Burton, John Ballard, W. W. Blair, Frank 
Blair, Thos. M. Browh, R. A. Benson, Geo. B. Bearsfortl, John 

I . Clark, W. B. Duncan, Oscar F. Davis, Geo. P. Dorsey, 

Jiads, W. W. French, J. F. Gudgel, W. R. Genung, Oliver L. 

liTulson, John- F. Howard, Royal G. Higgins, W. G. Hopkins, 
John M. Ireland, Wm. G. Kidd, G. C. Kendle, F. H. Maxam, T. 

J. Montgomery, Victor Marchant, Robert S: Mason, G. C. Mason, 
J. W. McGowan, W: J. McGowan, John S. Morcman, Claude M. 
McDonald, Frank Nelson, Calvin L. Null, Jas. C. Patten, Isom 
H. Phipps, J. W. Runcie, D. P. Reavis, II. R. Rickets, L. B. 
Richie, J. L. Robinson, George Strickland, J* W. ShUbon, S. H. 

Shoptaugh, Wm. H. Stewart,-Tarr, Geo. A. Thomas, James 

Thomas, J. M. Williams, W. T. Williamson. A. C. Woodruff, J. 
P. Ward. 

WAR HISTORY. 

The people of Gibsoh County from pioneer days to the present 
have been law abiding citizens, as well as patriotic. The first 
war in ^which the citizens of the county participated, was tliat 
struggle with the Indian confederacy, organized and led by 
Tecumseh and his brother, the Prophet, in 1811. Several com¬ 
panies were organized for that struggle, from the territory em¬ 
braced in Gibfcon County. After the close of this struggle little 
occurred to rouse the military spirit of the citizens of this county 
until the Mexican war cable on. This war occurred between 
the United States and Mexico in 1846 and 1847. The State of 
Indiana furnished five regiments, ami there were a few men en¬ 
listed from this county. The lion. Judge William M. Land, of 
Princeton, was one of them. Joseph and Thomas Summers were 
in the Black Hawk war of 1832. In 1842 tlie Board of County 
Commissioners exempted George Holbrook, Sr., from paying tax 
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on i 60 acres of land on vvhicli he resided in this county, on proof 
of his having served in the Revolutionary war. Jesse Kimball, 
I Thomas Montgomery, Samuel Montgomery, Jerre Wyatt and 
joslmn Kitchens were also Revolutionary soldiers, and after¬ 
ward residents of this county. 

'Phe war of the rebellion fully aroused the military spirit of the 
county, and to the call for volunteers to enlist in the army of the 
rition, Gibson County quickly responded, and her sons went 
forth to aid the nation in the Ivour of its peril, nobly discharging 
the duty imposed by their obligations to their common country, 
ami tilie purpose to maintain the supremacy of the laws. The 
greatest of conflicts began on the memorable 12th of April, i86r, 
when the guns of treason opened fire on the flag of liberty, at Fort 
Sumter, and closgcl with the surrender of Gen. Lee to Gen. Grant 
at Appomattox, April 9, 1865. Of the record her citizens bore 
in that conflict Gibson County may well be proud. The State 
of Indiana furnished 280,367 soldiers to the war for the Union. 
Of the above number Gibson County is credited with having 
furnished 2,199, which number 193 were re-enlisted veterans, 
and consequently served two terms. The quota assigned to this 
county was 2,314, and the credits 2,392, making a surplus of 78 
more than the county was required to furnish. Gibson county 
not only gave her best and noblest blood, but also subscribed lib¬ 
erally her money and other means so necessary to carry on a great 
war. The county paid a total bounty of $104,014.15 and a total 
relief fund of $31,035.51. 

Inasmuch as this volume contains the history of fudiana in the 
civil war, in which a brief mention is made of each regiment or¬ 
ganized and sent out from the State, the reader is referred to the 
history of Indiana embraced in this work, for further information 
on this subject. 

COMMON SCHOOLS. 

1'he history of early education in Gibson County is involved in 
considerable obscurity, as the official records furnish little infor¬ 
mation in regard thereto. The early settlers, however, fully 
appreciated the importance of establishing schools, for as early as 
1807 a few subscription schools were maintained in the more 
thickly settled neighborhoods. The first school house was erected 
in the Robb neighborhood in the northern part of White River 
Township. Phe structure was a one-story log house, with clap¬ 
board roof and puncheon floor; the roof was held clown by weight 
poles made fast by hickory withes; it had windows of greased 
paper to admit light, a portion of a log being left out on each side 
to give place for the paper windows. A large fire place, extend¬ 
ing from side to side at the rear end of the building, and the 
chimney was of day and sticks. Large logs were rolled into the 
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fire place and a roaring fire heated this primitive country lyccum. 
Puncheon, benches served for seats, and slabs fastened up around 
the sides of the room by pegs resting in holes in the logs, served 
as writing and ciphering desks. Reading, writing and arithmetic 
were the rudimentary studies. The schools of those early 
days were subscription schools, and the teacher generally boarded 
round with patrons of the schools, ti many instances pupils had 
to go three, four and five miles to and from school, morning and 
night. Joseph Duncan taught school in the county as early as 
1808. William Woods and John Johnson were pioneer teachers. 
David Burch, Solomon D. King, John Coursly. Mathew Cunning¬ 
ham. William Chittenden, Ira Bostick, Major James Smith. John 
Kell, William Putnam and others were among the early teachers 
in this county. The first constitution of Indiana wisely provided 
that “it shall be the duty of the general assembly, as soon as cir¬ 
cumstances will permit, to provide by law for a general system of 
education, ascending in a regular gradation from township 
schools to a State university, wherein tuition shall be gratis and 
equally open to all.*’ The schools'of the State, however, were 
supported by an inferior system up to about 1853, about which 
time the new state copstiution made it the duty of the general as¬ 
sembly to provide by law for a general and uniform system of 
common schools, wherein tuition shall be gratis, and the schools 
equally open to all. The law of 1855, and later of 1865, carried out 
Hie plan of the constitution, and hence our present magnificent 
system of free schools in Indiana. For many years the schools 
of Gibson county have been managed under that beneficent sys¬ 
tem of free instruction, provided by law, and the many good 
school houses that are now in this county, and the excellent 
schools taught therein are abundant evidence that the cause of 
education in Gibson county has always had many supporters. 

CHURCHES. 

The people of Gibson county have always been a deeply moral 
and religious class. The following have been the prevailing de¬ 
nominations of church in the county: Presbyterian, Cumberland 
Presbyterian, General Reformed Presbyterian, United Presbyter¬ 
ian, First Reformed Presbyterian, Independent Covenanters. 
Methodist Episcopal, Evangelical, Regular Baptist, General Bap¬ 
tist, and Roman Catholic. The clergymen of the Regular Baptist 
and Che Methodist Episcopal were among the first to preach the 
gospel in this county. Limited space forbids giving a detailed 
history of churches in this county. 

PRINCIPAL TOWNS. 

The seat of justice was located at the February (1814) term of 
the Common Pleas Court, which court ordered that the seat of 
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justice should he known as Princeton. It is located nearly in 
the geographical center of the county, and is at the junction of 
the Evansville and 'Ferre l laute railway and the l^ouisville, Evans¬ 
ville and St. Louis railway. 'Hie town was surveyed and the plat 
was recorded March 28, 1814, but owing to a mistake a new sur¬ 
vey was made the following year. The name of the town was 
decided upon by the commissioners, who cast lots among them¬ 
selves for the privilege of naming it. Capt. William I Vince was 
the fortunate one in the contest, and hence the name Princeton. 
The first merchant of Princeton was Willis C. (>sborn, who located 
here in the latter part of 1814. In the same year Robert Stock- 
well became a merchant of the town, and was for many years the 
leading merchant of the place. A postoffice was early estab¬ 
lished and John J. Neely, a prominent man in the early history 
of the county, became the first postmaster. The town had a 
steady growth and enjoyed for several years the largest mer¬ 
cantile trade of any town for many miles eastward. The place did 
not have a newspaper until 1845, when John 1\ Munton brought 
an outfit here and established the Princeton Chronicle, which was 
the first newspaper printed in the county. The town now' has 
two daily and four weekly newspapers. 

Princeton has good schools, ten well supported churches, a 
public library of 6,000 volumes, water works, electric light plant, 
the Air Line railroad shops, one of the largest saw mill and lumber 
yards in the State, several other industrial enterprises, many well- 
stocked and managed mercantile establishments, and now (1896) 
has a population of about 7,000. Its population has doubled dur¬ 
ing the last five or six years. 

The Maule coal mine was recently opened, and thereby another’ 
very important industry added. The people of this thrifty town 
are not plodders, but enterprising, intelligent and progressive. 

(1AKLAND CITY, the second largest and commercial town in 
(iibson county, is situated on a beautiful elevation, and commands 
an extensive view' of the surrounding country, and located in the 
center of a rich agricultural district. It has excellent railway fa¬ 
cilities, as the Louisville, Evansville & St. Louis, and 
the Evansville & Indianapolis form a junction here, giv¬ 
ing an outlet to the north, south east and west. With 
these advantages the town has had a prosperous growth 
and has developed into a first-class town of nearly 2,000 popula¬ 
tion. Its population in 1890 was 1,524. One of the first settlers 
here was Jesse IJouchins. The Hargroves, Cockrums, Barretts and 
others have been prominently identified with the history of the 
place from an early day. The town was laid out bv Janies W. 
(‘ockrum and Warrick Hargrove, in 1856. The first physician 
to locate here was l)r. William R. Leister. In 1871 the Inde¬ 
pendent, the first newspaper, was established. The place now 
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lias two newspapers, the Enterprise and the Journal. Oakland 
City has always been an educational center. She has maintained 
good public schools, and at present has a splendid academical in¬ 
stitution. The town is enterprising and progressive, and a pleas¬ 
ant resident town. 

FORT BRANCH is a prosperous town of perhaps one thou¬ 
sand people. In 1890 the population of the place was 748. It is 
located on the Evansville & Terre Haute railroad, and is the 
northern terminal of the Mt. Vernon branch of this road. The 
town is pleasantly situated in the midst of one of the richest agri¬ 
cultural districts of the county. In 1852 the railroad was built 
through here, and a station located, and called La Grange. in 
honor of ^\aron La Grange.who owned the land, and the postoffice 
was removed from Little York, which was about one mile north 
of the station on the state road. There being a La Grange in the 
northern part of the state, the name here must be changed. The 
name Fort Branch was selected in order to perpetuate the name 
of the old fort built here by the pioneers as a means of protection 
against the Indians. The town has had a steady growth and at 
present does a large, volume of business. A bank was recently es¬ 
tablished and one good flouring mill and elevator is operated 
here, and three papers are issued here. Good schools and several 
churches indicate the progressiveness of the people. Tt is an 
incorporated town, and its people are law-abiding citizens. 

ITAUBSTADT, formerly known as Hatib’s Station,tan old 
stage station on the state road, is located on the E. & T. TT. R. R.. 
and nearly in the center of Johnson township. The town was laid 
out in 1855, by James IT. Oliver. The place is peopled by a 
thrifty and enterprising class of German citizens. In 1877 the 
Roman Catholics built here a handsome- church edifice. The 
public schools are well maintained. The town contains a popu¬ 
lation of about 600. 

OWENSVTLLE was laid out in 1817, and named in honor of 
Thomas Owens of Kentucky. The town is situated on the branch 
of the Evansville & Terre Haute railroad, which runs from Fort 
Branch to Mt. Vernon. The surrounding country is one of the 
richest agricultural districts in the state. The leading and most 
important business man in the early history of the town was John 
C. Wttrrick, son of Capt. Jacob Warrick. T\fc town has never 
had a phenomenal growth, but a steady one. June 20, T876, tbc 
whole solid front of stone buildings, on the east side of the scpiarc. 
except the northeast corner brick, was swept away bv fire, with 
a loss of about $40,000. The town was incorporated in t88t. lias 
one bank, one weekly newspaper and one religious jour¬ 
nal devoted to the Baptist church. The place is peopled by an 
intelligent and enterprising class of citizens. T11 1890 it bad a 
population of 759: it has grown but little since then. 
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PAT< >K A is situated on the north hank of Patoka liver, from 
whirh it derives its name, and on the Evansville & Terre Haute 
railroad. Patoka is an Indian name and signifies “log on the 
bottom. * and was applied to the river on account of so many logs 
having settled to the bottom and there sticking fast in the slimy 
mud. This town was first known as Smithfield, then Columbia, 
and was platted and recorded as such in the fall of 1813. It is the 
oldest town in (iibson county, and the name Patoka was given 
it in order to avoid having two postoffices in the state by the 
name of Columbia. In 1890 it had a population of 729; there 
are now i 1896) alnnit 1.000 people domiciled here. 

1 IAZLET( )N has a population of about 850, and is situated 011 
the south bank of White River and on the Evansville t fc Terre 
Haute railroad. The town was laid out by Gervas Hazleton, 
from whom it takes its name. The second settlement made in 
the county was made here. 

FRANCISCO was platted and laid out in January, 1851, by 
John Perkins. It is on the line of the old Wabash & Erie canal, 
and during the time that canal was in operation the town was very 
flourishing. It is now on the Louisville, Evansville & St. Louis 
railroad, and is a thrifty little village of about 500 people. 

ELECTIONS AN REGISTER OF OFFICERS. 

The firM election held in ( iibson county was on the 30th dav of 
May, 1814. To give tabulated returns of all elections held in Gib¬ 
son county since that date, would be only to consume much space, 
and would be of no practical value, except to show which political 
party has from time to time controlled the balance of power; and 
as the county has long l>ccn a recognized republican county, with 
occasional variations, and as a list of the officials, who have filled 
the more important offices, is of particular interest, a partial regis¬ 
ter of officers in the count vis given below: 

MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATURE. 

SENATE.—In the senate, from (iibson county, or the district 
of which the same is a part. First senator William Prince. First 
session held at Corydon, November 4,. 1816. Session held at 
Gnrvdon. IVccmber 2, 1818, Isaac Montgomery. Session held 
at Corydon. November 17, 1821, Richard Daniel; session held at 
Corydon. December 2, 1822, Richard Daniel: first session held at 
Indianapolis. December 5, 1825. Isaac Montgomery—served fr6m 
1825 to 1829. Then David Robb served from 1829 to 183V. 
Elisba Etnbrec served from 1833 1 ° *835; Thomas E. Stewart 
served from 1835 to 1838; John Hargrove served from 1838 to 
1841; Smith Miller served from 1841 to 1844: Benjamin R. Ed- f 
numson served from 1844 to 1847; Smith Miller served from 1847 
to 1850; Benjamin T. Goodman served .from 1850 to 1855: William 
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Hawthorne served from 1855 h* 1857; John Hargrove served 
from 1857 to 1861; Thomas Shoulders served from 1862 to 1865, 
James Baker served from 1865 to 1867 ; Thomas C. Jaqties served 
from 1867 to 1871; M agues T. Carnahan served from 1871 to 
1875; Jasper Davidson served from 1875 to >879: Gustavus l r . 
Menzies served from 1879 to *883; James E. McCollough served 
from 1883 to 1887; V. P. Bozeman served from 1887 to 1891: 
AH>ert G. llolcomb served from 1891 to 181)5; V. P. Bozeman 
served from 1895 to-. 

The Representatives from Gibson County or the district » f 
which the same composed a part have been : Edward Hogan and 
John Johnson served in 1816; James Campbell and Richard 
Daniei served from 1817 to 1818; Richard Daniel and John 
Johnson served in 1818; David Robb served from 1820 to 1822; 
John Gibson served in 1823; David Robb and Robert M.'Evans 
served in 1825; Walter Wilson served from 1826 to 1827; David 
Robb in 1828; Samuel Hall (i82q-*3o): John Hargrove (1831 to 
1835); Smith Miller (1835 to 1838); James Devin (1838); Smith 
Miller (1839); Isaac Montgomery (1840); Joseph Devin (1841): 
John Hargrove (1842); William Montgomery (184340 1844): 
Samuel Hail (1845); Samuel Miller (1846) ; George W. Thompson 
(1847): James W. Cockrum (1848); Silas M. Holcomb (1849); 
George B. Graff (1850); James W. Cockrum (1851): Alex. C. 
Donald (1853); John Hargrove (1855): Caleb Trippett (1857): 
Isaac M. Woods (1858 to 1861); Silas M. Holcomb (1861 to 1865); 
John Hargrove (1865): Jacob E. Bird (186/): Austin Huston 
(1869); William J. McGowan (1871); Clarence A. Buskirk (1872 
to 1875); Jacob M- Montgomery (1875); Francis W. Hauss (1877) ; 
Jasper Davidson (1879); George C. Mason (1881); William 
Genung (1883); A. P. Twineham (1885); Jesse M. Montgomery 
(1887); M. W. Fields (1889); Preston A. Bryant (1891 to 1893); 
W. I). Robinson (1895); D. D. Hart (1897). 

Under the chapter on the Bench and Bar there has been given 
a list of those who have served as judges ofBie courts in Gibson 
County. In the year 184T, the office of County Auditor was 
created, and the first officer elected was John Ames, resigned 
September 2, 1843, and Alfred Poland was appointed to fill the 
vacancy until the next ensuing election. Since then the following 
have held this office: William Kurtz, John E. Phillips, Willis S. 
Hargrove, John C. Holcomb, William J. Casey, Alexander J. 
Montgomery, John W. Johnson, L. W. McDonald and Samuel 
R. Adams. 

SHERIFFS. 


James Crow, Henry Hopkins, Thomas Stone, Tames Devin, 
James Stone, Joseph Neelv, Nicholas J. Hargrove, j. J. Kirkman, 
Joseph E. Woods, J. J. Kirkman, Samuel TT. Shannon, J. J. 
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Kirkuian, Jesse Moore, James Roswell, J. J. Kirkmau. August 
1\ Roswell. Henry Avers, J. (I. Vail, (appointed to (ill unexpired 
term of Ayers). James Ragsdale, J. ( 1 . Vail, John Lockhart, 
Francis YV. llauss, J. < 1 . Vail. YV. L. Hargrove, 11 . I*. Chambers, 
Hugh I). McGarv, Monroe Ke\, VVvatt Gentry, John M. Triblc 
and (i. \V. Murphy. 

TREASURERS. 

James W. Jones, William 1 Vince, William Harrington, Janies 
\V. Hogue, David T. King. Willis Howe, James .Roswell, M. G. 
C. Hargrove, William Reavis. S. I\ Welhorn, Logan McCrary, 
Caleb Tiippett. Charles C. Whiting, Emil Sasse, William Simp¬ 
son. John- Sipp, William N. Tichenor, George YV. Shull, John 
A. W est and R. K. McConnell. 

CLERKS. 

Robert M. Evans, John I. Neely, J. R. Montgomery, John Har¬ 
grove, Andrew Lewis. S. M. barton, (resigned), (). M. Welhorn 
(ap|H>inted to fill vacancy), Richard M. J. Miller, Dr. W. P. Wcl- 
born, James S. Epperson. William IT. Coleman and Samuel A. 
Stewart. 

RECORDERS. 

Robert M. Evans, John J. Neely, J. R. Montgomery. John 
Hargrove, John McCoy, T. R. Montgomery (died in office), J. 
I.. C raig (appointed* to fill vacancy), Janies Tl. Eewtriss, Thomas 
1 . Robh, [ames M. Kevs, Solomon Van Nada, W. R. Steele and 
T. A. Walters. 

Relow is given the present official directory of the county: 


State Senator.Hon. V. P. Bozcnnan 

Representative.Tlon. D. D. ITart 

Judge Eleventh Judicial Circuit.TTon. .O. M. Welborn 

Prosecuting Attorney.Hon. Tames Kilroy. 

C OUNTY OFFICERS. 

• 

Clerk C ircuit Court.Samuel A. Stewart 

Sheriff.William G. Murphy 

Recorder. :.. .. Thomas A. Walters 

Treasurer.Robert E. McConnell 

Auditor.....S. R. Adams 

Coroner.William C. Lawrence 

County Superintendent.IT. H. Nickainp 

Surveyor.Garrett M. Etnmerson 

Commissioners 

First District.Jonathan W. Phillips 

Second District . .. Zcnas M. Weed, President 
Third District.T. FT. Etnmerson 
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County Asylum Superintendent . Alfred Williams 

Orphans' Home Matron (white) .......... Elizabeth Mclntire 

Orphans' Home Matron (colored).Nancy McRoberts 

County Assessor.Charles C. Whiting 

County Attorneys.Twineham & Robinson 


TOWNSHIP ASSESSORS. 


Township. 
Columbia .,. 

Patoka. 

White River . 
Washington 
Montgomery 
Johnson 
Wabash .... 

Barton. 

Center. 


Name. 

. .Thomas M. Harper 

.John K. King 

.James J. Reese 

.! John Schult 

Marshall M. Williams 

.John Ten Barge 

.. . .C harles Haggard 

.John W. Howdy 

.... Landers Beasley 


TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES. 


Name. 

. Win. M. Chappel 
. .. Win. YanZandt 
. ... C. L. Howard 
Milton McRoberts 
.. George Kenicpp 

.R. S. Boyle 

.. . . W. S. Minnis 
... .T. M. Maxam 
... W. M. Stewart 

In the Indiana constitutional convention of 1816, Gibson 
County was represented by Alexander Devin, James Smith. Fred¬ 
erick Rapp and David Robb. In the constitutional convention 
of 1852 Smith Miller was the delegate from this county. 

Many grand men and women have lived within the borders of 
Gibson County. The succeeding pages arc devoted to the per¬ 
sonal mention of many prominent citizens who have l>ecn identi¬ 
fied with the progress of the county. 

Hon. William M. Land, the Nestor of the Gibson county bar, 
is one of the most prominent jurists in Southern Indiana, and no 
history of this section of the state would be complete without a 
record of his* life. He was born in Gibson County, August 28, 
1827, a son of Abraham and Sarah Ann (Edwards) Land. His 
father was born in Chester district. South Carolina, in 1781, and 
tlie grandfather, Joseph A. Lind, was native of the same state, 
and of German lineage. He spent his entire life in South Caro- 
2 
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lina. and served as a colonel in the Colonial army during tlie war 
of the revolution. 

Abraham Land was a soldier of tin* war of 1812. lie married 
in Tennessee, and in 1827 came with bis wife on horseback to 
Indiana, locating in Johnson township, (iibson (’utility. Mrs. 
l^ind was a daughter of W illiam Fdwards, who was I>orn in North 
Carolina of Wcbh parentage, and was also one of the heroes of 
the war for independence. She was born in Koann County, 
North Carolina, in 1806, and became the mother of four sons and 
four daughters, of whom seven are living, although our subject 
is now the only resident of Indiana. The father was a cooper by 
trade, but became the pioneer miller of ( iibson County, devoting 
his life to milling, although he made his home on a farm. For 
many years he served as Justice of the Peace, and had the high 
regard of all u I10 knew him. Ilis death occurred in 1844, and 
his wife passed away in 1864. 

William M. 1 and began his education in the primitive log 
school house of the time and through his boyhood attended the 
common schools near his home. In January. 1848, at the age 
of twenty, he enlisted for service in the Mexican war as a member 
of Company t.F omteenth United States Infantry, continuing 
with that command until honorably discharged in August, 1848. 
After his return home he attended school for a time and then 
engaged in teaching for twelve years. He also followed farming. 
I Icing the eldest of eight children he assumed the management 
of the home farm at his father’s death, although onlv sixteen years 
of age. and was the mainstay and support of the family until the 
children reached maturity. 

From early life. Mr. [.and has been called upon to serve in 
positions of public trust. From 0853 until i860 he served sue- 
ccssivelv as township assessor, county commissioner and town¬ 
ship trustee, and while acting in the last named office was instru¬ 
mental in erecting the first frame school houses in the township. 
Not long after his return from the Mexican wa r he took up the 
study of law and in February. 1857, was admitted to the (Iibson 
County bar, of which he is now the oldest living member. In 
1864 he removed to Princeton, where he has since engaged in 
successful law practice, lie has a comprehensive knowledge and 
understanding of the science of jurisprudence, and in his argu¬ 
ment of a case rests more upon the clear, decisive truth and logic 
than upon oratorical effects. TI is devotion to his client’s interests 
is proverbial, and his preparation of a case is thorough and pains¬ 
taking. Probably as many as nine different members of the bar 
have studied under him. including his present partner. 

Judge band has served as deputy district attorney, also as city 
attorney for Princeton. Tn 1868 he was elected a member of the 
Hoard of balneation, and during his term the first brick school 
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house of Princeton wns erected. In July, 1872, he was appointed 
to fill the unexpired term as judge of the common pleas court 
for the first district of Indiana, composed of Hibson, Vander¬ 
burgh.. Posey and Warrick Counties, lie has served as special 
judge of the C ircuit Court on several different occasions in 
Hibson, Knox, Pike and Warrick Counties, and has acted as 
judge of the Vanderburgh Superior Court. Few of the cases 
tried by him have ever been appealed and none have been 
reversed in the higher courts. Few can boast id a similar record 
and it is one which plainly indicates his superior ability. 

In 1850 Judge I^and married Sarah Ji. J. Harmon, of Posey 
County, who died in 1888. Of their six children five are living. 
Judge Land has always been a warm friend of education, has 
largely promoted the interests of the schools in C.ibson County, 
and has in many ways contributed material aid to public enter¬ 
prises. In r868 he became a member of the ()dd Fellows Society 
ami is past grand of the order, lie voted with the Democracy 
in early life, and from 1862 until 1884 supported Republican 
principles, but for the past twelve years he has been a prohibi¬ 
tionist. F\>r thirty years he has been numbered among the 
ardent advocates of the temperance cause, and since 1857 has 
been a faithful member of the Raptist church. 

Hon. Clarence A. Ruskirk, whose ability as a lawyer and 
eloquence as a speaker have won for him an enviable reputation 
at the (iibson County bar, has maintained his residence in Prince¬ 
ton since 1866. There is no calling which demands the exercise 
of individual talent more than the legal profession: its members 
must depend entirely upon their own merit, and he who attains 
prominence at the bar is the one whose energy, fidelity and knowl¬ 
edge have been the stepping stones on which he lias risen. Mr. 
Ruskirk to-day stands in the foremost rank among the leading 
lawyers of Southern Indiana, and his devotion to his client's 
interests is proverbial. 

He was born in the village of Friendship. Allegancv County, 
New York, a son of Andrew C. and Diantha (Scott) Ruskirk, 
natives of Steuben County. New York, and New Hampshire 
respectively. The father was of Holland Dutch descent, and Hie 
family name was originally Van Ruskirk. The mother was of 
Scotch ami Irish lineage. Andrew Ruskirk engaged in mer¬ 
chandising in Friendship and also followed farming. His son, 
the subject of this review, was reared in the parental home and 
early l>egarr^vork on the farm. His elementary scholastic train¬ 
ing was received in the Friendship Academy, after which he pur¬ 
sued a collegiate course in Alfred, New York. His mothers 
death occurred when he was seventeen years of ago am! he soon 
started out in life for himself. At the age. of eighteen he went to 
Kalamazoo County, Michigan, where lie taught school for five 
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winters and in the meantime studied law at Kalamazoo. Ilis 
preparation for the har was completed in the law department of 
the University of Michigan and in 1865. at the age of twenty- 
three, he was licensed to practice. 'Hie following year he came 
to Princeton, where he soon rose to prominence in his profession. 
In 1X72 he was elected to represent Gibson Omnty in the general 
assembly of 1873; in 1874 he was elected attorney general for 
Indiana, and in 1876 was re-elected serving for four years in that 
important position. Ilis superior ability and his fidelity to duty 
won him high commendation, and on his retirement from office 
he resumed the private practice of law, having now an extensive 
clientage, lie has no superiors and few equals at the bar of 
Southern Indiana. Ilis love for his profession, his thorough 
preparation of cases and his logical reasoning, combined with 
superior oratorical powers make his briefs and arguments most 
convincing. < )n the political and lecture platforms he is also an 
earnest and entertaining speaker, who by his strong appeals to 
tin* intellect of his hearers wins their adherence to the cans' 
which he advocates. For about ten years Mr. Huskirk has been 
largely interested in the cultivation of fruit, and is the pioneer of 
commercial orcharding in (iibson County. 

Mr. Ihiskirk was married in 1867 to Amelia, daughter of 
William II. Fisher, of (iibson County, and their home is blessed 
with three children—F.lla, Zelia and Agnes. 

lion. Wodfin 1 >. Robinson is a man of scholarly attainments, 
whose thorough understanding of the science < f law and its 
application to all points in litigation has won him a foremost 
position at the bar of Southern Indiana. He was born in Dc 
Witt County, Illinois. January 27, 1857, a son of James A. and 
Louisa (Henson) Robinson. His father, now a resident of Gibson 
County, was born in Warren County, Kentucky, in 1826, of 
Seotch-lrisb descent, and has made farming his life work. His 
wife was Iwirn in this county, and is now in her sixty-first year. 
Her father, William Henson, was a native of Kentucky, and was 
of Irish lineage, lie was a soldier in the war of 1812, and soon 
after became one of the pioneers of (iibson County. 

Mr. Robinson is one of a family of three sons and five daugh¬ 
ters. He was nine years of age when his parents came to Gibson 
County, locating near (hvensville. His early scholastic training 
was received in the country seltools and later he attended the 
high school o f( hvensville, where he prepared for admission into 
the University of Indiana. He matriculated iti that school in 
1875, and in June, 1871). was graduated. The following year he 
taught school in Cynthiana,. Indiana. and for two years had 
charge of the Owensvillc schools, after which lie spent a spring 
and summer term in the Law school of the University of Virginia. 
In the fall of 1882. he entered the law department of the Univer- 
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sity of Michigan at Ann Arl)or, and was graduated in March. 
1883, and was immediately admitted afterward to the bar in 
Gibson County. This was followed by his election to the ofTicc 
of county superintendent of schools in this county, and he rend¬ 
ered efficient service to the educational interests during a four 
years* term. ()n the expiration of that period he began the prac¬ 
tice of law, in which he has been very successful, and in 1889 lie 
entered into partnership with lion. A. l\ Twinehani, since which 
time the firm of Twinehani & Robinson has been recognized as 
one of the strongest in Southern Indiana. In 1884, Mr. Robin¬ 
son married Miss Jessie, daughter of T. J. Montgomery, M. 1 )., 
of (hvensville. He belongs to the Knights of Pythias fraternity, 
and in politics has always been a stalwart Republican. I11 1894 
he was elected on that ticket to represent (iibson County in the 
General Assembly, and as a legislator made an enviable record. 
Although only thirty-five years of age he was a recognized 
leader of the house and served as chairman of the judiciary com¬ 
mittee. His power of analysis and clear reasoning which have 
made him a distinguished jurist, were also manifest in the assem¬ 
bly. and he was known as 011c of the ablest debators on the floor. 
Since June. 1885. he has been a member of the Board of Trustees 
of the State University. In the fall of 1896 he became the nomi¬ 
nee of his party for judge of the Appellate Court of Indiana, and 
was elected to this important State office, for a term of four years. 

Mr. Robinson is the author of a work entitled 0 Indiana County 
and Township Officers, Board of Commissioners,” which was 
issued in 1893, and novv being revised by him for a second 
edition. He has always been a close student, is a man of broad 
general information, a fluent writer and a ready and entertaining 
speaker. His career as a lawyer, palitician and statesman is envi¬ 
able and above reproach, and in all probability the future holds 
in store for him still higher honors. 

ELISHA EMBREE was a native of Lincoln County, Ken¬ 
tucky, born September 28, 1801. He was the son of Joshua and 
Elizabeth Enibrec. Joshua Embree was a native of Kentucky, 
and his wife, whose maiden name was Edmondson, w'as a native of 
Virginia. Joshua Emhree and family came to Gibson County in 
Hie month of November, 181.1; and settled on a tract of land about 
two and a half miles southwest of the present site of Princeton. 
It was a densely timbered district in which the settlement was 
made, and here was erected a,cabin for the shelter of the family, 
ami a small farm .wa& cleared. Joshua Embree was a member 
of the Baptist church and his.wife of the Christian church. He 
lived only alnnit two years after coming here. His widow sub¬ 
sequently married a Mr. Spencer, and lived in the county until her 
death, which took place June 24. 1829. On the death of his 
father, Elisha Embree was obliged to labor hard toward the sup- 
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port of himself and family. 11 is early educational advantages 
were limited. What education lie did gain was such as the dis¬ 
trict schools of that early period afforded, lie read law with 
Judge Samuel Hall, and began practicing in Princeton in 1826. 
lie soon arose to prominence and for many years was a leader 
in public life, lie was eminently successful as a lawyer; was an 
able and eloquent advocate; a wise and practical counselor, and 
universally respected. In 1833, he was a member of the State 
Senate, and in 1835 was elected judge of the Circuit Court. lie 
served ten years in this judicial position. In 18.17 '^ c wns elected 
to Congress from the hirst Congressional District, defeating the 
1 1011. Robert I >ale < Even, and being the first Whig ever elected in 
this district. 

(>11 the 15th of March, 1827, lie was married to Eleanor Robb, 
the daughter of Major David Robb, the pioneer of the Robb 
family in (iibson County. Cnto the marriage six children were 
1 w>rn, viz; Maria 1 .ouisa, James *lV*fphelia (died in infancy). 
Ophelia Elizabeth (died in infancy), David F/^mrTMiltoii Vjjv+j 

When the civil war came on Elisha Embrec was advanced ij 
old age. lie was a strong Union man and aided and encouraged 
the enlistment of troops, and his three sons entered the army. 

[AS. T. EM JJ REE was one of the most learned and profound 
lawyers who have ever practiced before the courts of (iibson 
county. He was a native of the county. His birth occurred at 
Princeton on the 2nd of January, 1829, and 'here he died in the 
year 1867, at the age of thirty-eight years. lie was educated at 
the Asburv University, read law with his father, Elisha Embrec. 
and graduated from the law department of the University of 
Indiana in 1852, and at once became associated with his father 
in the practice of his well chosen profession. His predilections 
led him to the profession in which he rose to prominence and 
gained him an enviable reputation. lie was Uieutenant-Colonel 
of the Fifty-eighth Regiment, Indiana Volunteers. In 1852 he 
married Mary Magdeline Landes, who bore him the following 
children and passed to her final rest in the year 1863. The chil¬ 
dren were: Lucius (‘.. Samuel L. and Eleanor. 

DAVID E. EMFREE completed his collegiate education at 
the Asburv University, and studied law under the direction of 
his brother. James T. Embrec. lie enlisted in the Forty-second 
Indiana Regiment of Volunteers and remained in the service 
three years, arising to flic rank of Captain of Company E of the 
regiment. After the close of his war service he attended the Al¬ 
bany (N. V.) law school for one year. Tn 1865 he graduated from 
the law school of the University of Michigan, and immediately 
began the practice in partnership with his brother, James T. Eni- 
bree at Princeton. He arose to distinction in his profession, be¬ 
came a very successful practitioner, and enjoyed the respect and 
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esteem of a wide acquaintance for many years. His deatli occurred 
in 1877. He married Alary Fleming, who bore him the following 
children: Anna F. and Charles F. 

LUCIUS C. EMI 5 REE, son of Janies T. Fmbree, deceased, 
was born in Princeton September 8, 1853. He first attended the 
public schools of Princeton, then EarHiam College, and then com¬ 
pleted a one year’s course in Asbury University. He took up the 
study of law under the guidance of his uncle, David F. Embree, 
in 1873, and was admitted to the bar in 1875. I* 1 the fall of the 

following year, Mr. Embree entered the University of Virginia, 
and there completed a law course in 1877, and then returned to 
Princeton, where he has since practiced his profession with grati¬ 
fying success. He has au excellent knowledge of the law, and 
possesses ability to clearly and forcibly present his knowledge 
both with the pen and as a speaker. Mr. Embree has done some 
literary work, which has been well accepted. In 1880 lie married 
Luclla Casey, the daughter of the late William J. C asey, who 
was once Auditor of (ribson oCunty. The marriage has given 
issue to four children, viz., Janies C'asev, Morton Casey, Louise 
and Clotilde. Fraternally, Mr. Embree is a Master Mason, and 
in politics a staunch Republican. 

JOHN R. McCOY, a well known attorney of Princeton, w'as 
born in Spencer County. Indiana, September 15, 1852. and is a 
son of Clark and Asa (Lockhart) McCoy. Ilis father w r as also 
a native of Spencer County, and a son of James McCoy, a native 
of Ireland. The mother was born in Indiana, and in her family 
were five sons and one daughter, John R. being the eldest. He 
spent his early boyhood days on the farm and early became fa¬ 
miliar with all the duties that fall to the lot of the agriculturists. 
I Hiring the winter season he attended the district schools, and 
at the age of seventeen he entered Hartsville College. At the 
age of eighteen he began teaching, but Hie following year re¬ 
sumed his studies in ilartsvillc College, which completed his 
literary education. For six years he was numbered among the 
successful teachers of Spencer County, and afterward engaged in 
teaching for two years in Gibson Cofinty, wdicre he located in 
1879. In the meantime lie took up the study of law, which he 
diligently pursued and in 1880 w'as admitted to the bar, but did 
not begin practice until August of the following year. I r or nine 
years he was alone in business, and his thorough understanding 
of the law, his able advocacy of a trust committed to his care and 
lus devotion to his clients' interests soon won him a large prac¬ 
tice. In December, 1881, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. 
McCoy and Miss Carrie lit Craig, of Princeton. They have two 
children—llcssie TC and James Royal. The parents are mem¬ 
bers of the United Presbyterian Church, and in his political views 
Mr. McCoy is a staunch Republican. Ilis careful and pains* 
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taking preparation of cases, his ability to <|uickly recognize the 
strong points of a cause and bis clear and logical reasoning have 
won him marked prestige as a member of the (iihson County 
bar. 

LKWIS J. OSWALD has won a distinguished position among 
the business men of Princeton and is now the successful and 
popular manager of the Maule Coal Company, lie was born in 
(iihson County, May 24, 1862, was reared in the county scat, and 
obtained a practical Fnglish education in the public schools of 
Princeton, lie entered upon his business career at the age of 
fifteen, as a salesman in a general store of Port llranch, where 
he remained for seven years, a most faithful and trusted employe, 
lie then returned to Princeton, where he embarked in general 
merchandising on his own account, conducting his store with 
profit until 1892, when lie sold out. In the meantime, Mr. Os¬ 
wald turned his attention to other interests, lie began dealing 
in real estate, and was the promoter of various enterprises which 
have largely advanced commercial activity in this city, lie was 
instrumental in the organization of the Maule Coal Company, 
and was a prominent factor in placing the enterprise in successful 
operation. It was through his influence that the company was 
induced to come to Princeton, and on the 1st of April. 1895, 
when the plant was completed, a handsome banquet was given in 
honor of John Maule, the president of the company. Mr. Oswald 
has since acted as general manager and sales agent, and is fully 
competent to discharge the responsible duties that devolve upon 
him. He is a most progressive and wide-awake business man, 
whose energy brooks no opposition that can be overcome by 
perseverance, thrift and determined and honorable effort. He 
is, indeed, an important element in the business activity of his 
native county, and well deserves honorable mention in this vol¬ 
ume. It will be interesting in this connection to note something 
of the family of Mr. Oswald. His father, John Oswald, Sr., was 
born in Laden, Germany, February 15. 1*831, and at the age of 
seventeen came alone to America. He made bis first location 
in Princeton, and in 1855 was married here to Theresa Allgeyer, 
who was born in Laden, Germany, June 24, 1832. She came to 
America with her mother in the spring of 1855, a,1( l was married 
the same year in Kvansville, Indiana. Mr. Oswald then accepted 
a position in the St. Louis Mills of Princeton, where he was em¬ 
ployed for many years. When his labors had brought him suf¬ 
ficient capital he engaged in business for himself, establishing a 
grocery store, which lie conducted eighteen years. He was a 
good business man and highly esteemed for his honesty and his 
charity. FI is political support was always given the Democracy. 
He died November 16, 1890. Mr. and Mrs. Oswald had nine 
children, one of whom died in infancy, while a son, John F., died 
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at the age of twentv-fivo. The living children are Lewis J., 
Albert, a merchant tailor of Dennison, Iowa; Julius A., a jeweler 
and engraver, of Princeton; Charles F., a salesman for a New 
York 'house; Oscar II., proprietor of the Orient Cigar and News 
Stand, of Princeton; and two daughters, viz: Henrietta, wife of 
C. C. Kuhn, Ft. I'ranch, Ind., and Thresia. The sons all grew 
to manhood and are active in business circles, while their probity, 
enterprise and thrift have won them high regard. 

ROYAL G. HIGGINS, M. D., possessing a typical progressive 
spirit, stands to-day as a leading representative of the homeopathic 
fraternity in this section of the state, lie was born in Par Har¬ 
bor, Hancock County, Maine, September it, 1867, a son of Royal 
(1. and Mary F. (Snow) Higgins, who were natives of Eden, 
Maine. At an early day in New England history the first 
American ancestors, natives of the Emerald Isle, crossed the 
Atlantic and located at Cape Cod. The descendants are now 
numerous and are widely scattered over the country. The ances¬ 
try of the Snow family is traced back to England, and their first 
American emigrants also located on Cape Cod during early 
colonial days. The parents of Dr. Higgins were married at Par 
Harbor and had three children. Ella F., Stephen W., deceased, 
and Royal G. The father was a sea captain and died when his 
son was oidy five years of age. The doctor was reared in Bar 
Harbor, where his mother still resides, and attended its public 
schools until eighteen years of age. He then spent four years in 
East Maine Conference Seminary, a Methodist institution, and 
during the summer months for a period of three years he studied 
medicine under the direction of a practicing physician of Par 
Harbor. In the fall of 1889 he entered Hahnemann Medical 
College of Philadelphia, and was graduated with honor in the 
spring of 1892. 1 le also won in a competitive examination for the 

position of physician in Hahnemann Hospital, where he spoilt one 
year. In July, 1893, he came to Princeton, and has since been a 
leading representative of the medical fraternity here. In February, 
1894, Dr. Higgins married Miss Catherine Little, of Philadelphia, 
and they have one son, Royal G. In politics the doctor is a Repub¬ 
lican, but the demands of bis profession leave him little time for 
political work. His skill and ability are attested by the liberal 
patronage which is accorded him. 

JOHN W. BRADY, who has been a member of the Gibson 
County bar since 1888, was born in Princeton, January 30, 1862, 
a son of Matthew J. and Laura A. (Bucklin) Pradv. The father, 
a native of Ireland, came to America when a young man, and 
located in Gibson County, where he married Miss Bucklin, a 
native of this county, and a daughter of William and Lucy (Car¬ 
penter) Bucklin. Her father was a native of New England, and 
011c of the early settlers of this county. Mr. and Mrs. Matthew 
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J. Ilrady were the parents of six children, two of whom died in 
early life. The mother's death occurred in 1879. 1 he father 

has made his home in Petersburg since 1878, where lie carries 
• on a photographic studio, being one of the pioneers in this busi¬ 
ness in the county. John W. 1 ’rady spent his boyhood days in 
Princeton and acquired his literary education in its public schools. 
I )etermining upon the practice of law as a life work, he was grad¬ 
uated from the law department of the University of Virginia in 
1888. He immediately afterward returned home and entered into 
partnership with Clarence A. I’uskirk, a connection that has since 
been maintained with mutual pleasure and profit, lie is well 
versed in common law, and his thorough knowledge of the sci¬ 
ence of jurisprudence has made him a leading member of the Hib¬ 
son County bar. I11 his political views lMr. Ihady has always 
been a staunch Republican, but never an active politician. In i8c;2 
he married Miss Effa C. Sumners, of Owensville, Indiana, and 
they have one child, John Sumners Ihady. Their pleasant home 
is noted for itshospitalitv and their circle of friends is extensive. 

J< >11 X \V. EWING, a member of the Gibson County bar, and 
a public-spirited and progressive citizen of Princeton, was born 
in this county, February T4, 1850. His father, John Ewing, was 
a native of Ireland, whence he emigrated to America in bis boy¬ 
hood, locating with his parents in Maysvillc, Kentucky, where 
lie grew to manhood. For many years he was a resident of Gib¬ 
son County, but his last days were spent in Pike County, Indiana, 
where he died in 1859, at the age of sixty years. Throughout life 
lu r followed farming and milling, and was a successful business 
man. He amassed considerable wealth and at his death owned 
about twelve hundred acres of land, lie was twice married, his 
second union being with Sarah Brunner, widow of William Key. 
She has three children by her first marriage and two by the sec¬ 
ond. She was born in Kentucky, and now in her ninetieth year 
is living with the subject of this sketch. John VV. Ewing was 
reared on the home farm, and after attending the district schools 
pursued his studies in the graded schools of ()wensville, and 
later entered the Indiana .State University, where he completed 
the literary course and was graduated in 1872. The following 
year he was graduated in the law department and in April, 1873, 
was admitted to the Gibson C ounty bar, after which lie began 
the practice of his profession in Princeton. At different times 
he has been associated in partnership with I). F. Kmbrce. James 
F. MeCollough, M. W. Fields and J. R. McCoy. Mr. Ewing 
is interested in several business enterprises, whic'h add to the 
general prosperity of the community, as well as to promote his 
individual success. He is now treasurer and manager of the 
Princeton Water Works C ompany, and has been deeply inter¬ 
ested in all that pertains to the development and progress of 
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Prince ton. In 1882 lie was elected the first Mayor after its in¬ 
corporation as a city, and his two years' administration of the 
municipal affairs proved of material benefit to the town, f or 
about twelve years he served as a member of the Princeton Hoard 
of Education, and has given his staunch support to every enter¬ 
prise or interest calculated to aid the coimminitv. 

HON. ARTHCR PERRY TVV 1 NE 11 AM.—Rising above the 
bead of the mass are many men of sterling worth and value, who, 
by their own unaided efforts, have risen from the ranks of the 
common place to eminence. Nature richly endowed Mr. Twine- 
ham with those brilliant qualities of mind which mark the great 
lawyer, but sterling worth and honest manliness and a strong, 
resolute character are the qualities which have enabled him to 
put the talents which nature gifted him to the best possible use. 
Mr. Twineham was born in Switzerland County, Indiana, August 
16, 1847. His parents, William S. and Sarah Ann (!»ranti 
Twineham, were poor but respectable people. The father was 
born in Switzerland County, in t823, and died there at the age of 
sixty-five. He was a son of Arthur Twineham, whose father, 
William J. Twineham, was a son of James Twineham. of Scotch- 
Jrish lineage, and a native of Kentucky. The last named cu 
gfaged in merchandising in Paris, Kentucky, whence in 1802 he 
removed to Switzerland County, Indiana, where his remaining 
clays were passed. The mother of our subject was horn in Mt. 
Carmel, Indiana, in 1823, and died in Switzerland County about 
1890. Her father, a native of Pennsylvania, located here at an 
early day. The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Twineham, celebratNl 
in 1846, was blessed with five children, blit three died in infancy. 
One son, Francis M., is now a leading business man of Moran. 
Kansas. Arthur P. Twineham was reared in the village of Pen¬ 
nington, and received but limited educational advantages, owing 
to the financial condition of his father. After studying for a 
time in the village schools lie defrayed the expenses of a year's 
study in Hartsviile College by working Saturdays and in leisure 
hours. Early in life he developed a fondness for books, and in 
the school room made rapid progress in his studies. At the age 
of sixteen lie obtained a teacher's certificate and in the winter of 
1863-4 taught school in Jefferson County. In July of the latter 
year, as a member of the Fifth Ohio Cavalry, he joined Sherman's 
army at Atlanta, just after the.fall of that city. He participated in 
the march to the sea, the Carolina campaign, aided in the capture 
of Raleigh, and was with his department at Durham, North Caro¬ 
lina, when Johnston surrendered. In July, 1865, he received an 
honorable discharge. After his return home. Mr. Twineham en¬ 
tered the Hartsviile Commercial College, was graduated in 1866, 
and in the fall of that vear entered Wabash College at Crawfords- 
ville, where he remained three years. I11 1869 he entered the 
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University of Indiana, where lie was graduated in 1870. lie 
taught school in Greenfield and Rockville for about one year, and 
in the fall of 1871 entered the law department of the University 
of Indiana. In June, 1872, he began reading law in the office of 
Harrington & Korblv, of St. Louis, and in 1873 he came to 
Princeton, where he began practice. Mis rise in the profession 
was very rapid and he has long stood in the front rank among 
the representatives of the bar in Indiana. For a year after com 
ing to Princeton he was in partnership with Judge Land, and 
since 1880 has been associated with Hon. W. D. Robinson, under 
the firm name of Twiueham X* Robinson. In 1879 Mr. Twine- 
ham married Miss Letlie R. Peviner, who died in 1890. leaving 
a daughter. (lertrude. now fourteen years of age. In 1894 lie 
marriedi Mss Agnes Lockhart, and they have one son, Arthur 
P. Mr. Twineham is a member of the Grand Army of the Re¬ 
public and the Knights of Pythias society. He has always been 
an ardent supporter of the Republican party, and is recognized 
as one of its leaders in Southern Indiana. His first official ser¬ 
vice was rendered as city attorney of Princeton, and in 1884 he 
was elected to represent Gibson County in the State Legislature, 
loom 1874 until 1882 he was chairman of the Republican Central 
Committee of Gibson County, and was a member of the State 
Central Committee in 1890, also the First Congressional Com¬ 
mittee. In 1888 he was a delegate to the National Republican 
Convention, and in 1892 was the Republican candidate for Con¬ 
gress. but like the others of his party in that year was defeated. 
In January, 1893, President Harrison appointed Mr. Twineham 
a member of the commission to the Round Y’allcy Indian Reser¬ 
vation in C alifornia, and he served with the commission until in 
the spring of 1894, when the work of tbe commission was satis¬ 
factorily completed. In political and social circles, in professional 
and in private life he has won the high regard of all with whom 
he has come in contact. 

Tilt 'MAS DUNC AN, attorney and counselor at law of Prince¬ 
ton. is one of the native sons of Gibson County, of which she has 
every reason to be proud. He was born in Patoka township. 
May 5. i8<V>, a son of James L. and Rebecca M. (Duncan) Dun¬ 
can. His father was l>orn in Gibson County, June I, 1827. and 
now resides near Mackey. Indiana. Throughout life he has fol¬ 
lowed fanning, and is a man of sterling worth. In politics he is 
a Democrat, and both he and his wife are members of the Paptist 
Church. Mrs. Duncan was born in Rush County, Indiana, Sep¬ 
tember t. 1837, and by her marriage became the mother of eleven* 
children, of whom four are now deceased. The paternal grand¬ 
parents were Joshua and Sarah (Logan) Duncan. When very 
young the grandfather served as a soldier in the war of 1812, and 
as a life work he followed agricultural pursuits. On the home 
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farm Thomas Duncan was reared to manhood. His elementary 
education obtained in the district schools was supplemented by a 
course of study in Fort branch in the winter of 1876. At the age 
of eighteen he began teaching, and for four years devoted his time 
to that profession and farming. 1 fe then entered the Central Nor¬ 
mal College of Danville, Indiana, and after two years and a half 
spent in earnest study completed the scientific and classical 
courses. In 1884 he had the honor of addressing the alumni of 
that institution.. After his graduation he taught for three years 
in Francisco, and as an educator won high rank. In the mean¬ 
time, he took up the study of law, was admitted to the bar in 
February. 1889, and has since engaged in practice. He has a com¬ 
prehensive understanding of the science of jurisprudence, is a 
close rcasoncr. a gifted speaker and logical in argument. .He 
has, therefore, secured a large and representative clientage. Mr. 
Duncan was married in 1884 to Lida M. Wise, of Frankfort. In¬ 
diana. They have four children—Leila, Prentiss, Denver and 
Ruth. Mr. Duncan is a recognized leader in the ranks of the 
Democracy of Hibson County, and served as chairman c f th » Dem¬ 
ocratic County Central Committee from 1892 until 1894. In 1802 
lie was presidential elector for the First Congressional District, 
and received the nomination of his party for representative in 
Congress at the convention held in Evansville on the 27th of 
August, 1896. and for this office made a most creditable race, 
however he was defeated by a small majority. His entire life has 
been spent in Gibson County, where by his own merit he has 
risen to a prominent position among his fellow townsmen. He 
is the peer of any member of the Gibson County bar, and should 
he have been elected to Congress the district would have found 
the same loyal representative of its interests in the council cham¬ 
bers of the nation. 

CAPTAIN JAMES S. EPPERSON is numbered among the 
pioneer settlers of Gibson County, and his identification with its 
interests has been long and honorable. For more than half a 
century he has witnessed its progress and development, and in 
the advancement of its commercial interests has borne an acitve 
part. His name is, therefore, indissolubly linked with the history 
of this community and this work would be incomplete without 
the record of his life. Captain Epperson was born in Warren 
County, Kentucky, February 4, 1830. and was of Irish lineage, 
bis ancestors emigrating from the Emerald Isle and locating in 
Westmoreland County, Virginia, where (diaries Epperson, the 
father of our subject was bom in 1772. He l>ecame one of the 
early settlers of Warren County, Kentucky, and in 1839 took up 
bis residence in Johnson township, Gibson County, Indiana. 
There he died in 1844. He was a wheelwright and followed that 
business for many years, but his last years were devoted to farm- 


Digitized by 


Google 



30 


HISTORY OF OIIISON rOUNTY. 


ing. lie was twice married, liis second union being wtih Mrs. 
Elizabeth Redman, daughter of James Smith. They had two 
children. David 1 ,. and James S. Captain Epperson was edu¬ 
cated in the subscription schools and afterward engaged in teach¬ 
ing in the winter, while in the summer months lie followed 
farming. At the age of twenty-three he was married and began 
farming three miles east of Cynthiana. but his work was inter¬ 
rupted in August. 18O2, by his enlistment in defense of the Cnion. 
He went to the front as hirst Lieutenant of Company 1 \ Eightieth 
Indiana Infantry, and was commissioned adjutant of the regiment 
just before the battle of Resaca. During the engagement the 
captain of the company was killed and Mr. Kpperson was pro¬ 
moted to the position, being mustered in as such after the fall of 
Atlanta. The Kightieth Regiment returned with General Scofield 
to \ : ashvillc f and aided in the abolishment of Howl's army. The 
command was then transferred to the east, and after participating 
n the capture of Wilmington. North C arolina, joined Sherman's 
army at < ioldsboro. and encamped at Salisbury until June 22, 
1865. when Company K was mustered out. C aptain Epperson at 
once returned home and was engaged in the grain business and 
in merchandising in Eort branch until October, 1878. when he 
was elected C ircuit Clerk of the county. After a four years' term 
he was re-elected in 1882, acceptably filling that position until 
1886. when he retired to private life. He is now engaged in the 
hardware and implement business as the senior member of the 
firm of Kpperson & Herriol. In 1853 Captain Kpperson married 
C aroline boren, who died in 1861, leaving a daughter, Alice, 
who became the wife of Robert llerriot, and died on January 17, 
i8c)t. On the 19th of Kcbrttary, 1865, the C aptain married a 
second time, wedding Esther K. Muck, who died in 1873, leaving 
the following children: Ktta. wife of Edgar Shoptaugh: and 
C larence. O11 the 29th of November. 1879, Mrs. Ellen Skinner 
became the wife of C aptain Epperson. He is one of the leading 
Republicans of Hibson County, is an active member of the Grand 
Army, and a trustee in the Presbyterian Church. He was a brave 
and loyal soldier, ever found at his post of duty and is a reliable, 
conscientious business man, whose straightforward career com¬ 
mands the respect of all. 

Jl’DGK (). M. WELbORN.—This gentleman is one of the 
most conspicuous figures in the public life of Gibson County. 
Kor twenty-four years he has occupied the bench of the Circuit 
Court of the Eleventh District, and stands to-dav as one of the 
ablest representatives of the bench and bar of Southern Indiana, 
lie was horn in Gibson County. December 7, 1841. and through 
many summers during his youth he piled brush and hoed corn— 
a barefoot hoy on his father's farm near Chvensville. He was 
educated in the Princeton and (hvensville academies, and at the 
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age of twenty began reading law under I lie direclion of f Ion. A. 
C. Donald, an eminent lawyer of Hibson County, lie further 
continued his studies in Cleveland. ()hio. where he was graduated 
in 1863. Returning to Princeton, Incite Welborn opened an 
office and at the ape of twenty-two was appointed deputy clerk, fill¬ 
ing that position for one year. No dready novitiate awaited him. 
for within a short period after his admission to the har he had 
gained a reputation as an able, industrious and earnest lawyer, 
ami in a few years was considered the equal of any attorney in 
the eleventh circuit. Ten years were given to general practice 
and proved an excellent training for his judicial duties, which he 
assumed in accordance with the appointment of Governor Hen¬ 
dricks. whereby he was raised to the C ircuit Court bench, with 
jurisdiction over the counties of Hibson. Tike and OuRois. The 
circuit now includes Hibson and Posey Counties. In October, 
1*873. he was elected to the same office without opposition. He 
has been four times re-elected, ami at the conclusion of the pres¬ 
ent term will have served a little over thirty years He has a 
keen, analytical mind, ami a strong mental grasp, which enables 
him to note every detail and at the same time master a case in 
its entirety. His decisions are models of judicial soundness, clear, 
incisive, and the logical sequence of the facts presented and the 
law applicable to them. Judge Welborn was married in May, 
1*867. to Miss Marv, daughter of Sylvester lerauld. She died in 
1*877, leaving two daughters—Cornelia, wife of Dr. P. P>. TVess- 
lar, Los Angeles, Cal., ami Kate. Tn horticultural pursuits fudge 
Welborn finds a source of recreation and pleasure ami Ids garden 
and orchard arc a favorite resort to him, producing many fine 
varieties of peaches, pears and quinces. He is a man of scholarly 
attainments, ranking equally high in professional and social circles 
and it is safe to say that no man in Hibson County is more highly 
respected than Tudgc Welborn. 

HENRY A. YEAGER was born in Hibson County, November 
23, 1843, and since attaining his majority has been prominently 
connected with public affairs in this section of the state. TTis 
thorough American spirit and his great energy have enabled him 
to mount from a Imvlv position to one of affluence, and Ids life 
demonstrates what niav he accomplished through energy, careful 
management and the utilization of the powers with which nature 
has endowed one and the opportunities with which tire time sur¬ 
rounds him. The Yeager family, of which our subject is a repre¬ 
sentative, is of Herman origin. Joel Yeager was horn in Culpeper 
County, Virginia, where he married Anna McDonald, also a 
native of that state and of Scotch-Trish descent. T»hcv had one 
daughtern Hcl three sons who reached maturity, namely: Mnses, 
Marv, Absalom and George. The last named died recently in 
Hibson Comity, after a long residence here. Hie father of this 
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family located near Danville, Kentucky, at an early flay, and in 
1827 removed to Posey County, Indiana, near llie (Iibson Comity 
line. Throughout life lie followed farming., and was a man of 
sterling qualities. In politics lie was a Democrat, lie died at 
the age of eightv-seven, and -his wife at the age of eighty years. 
(>f their children. Marv and Absalom are now living. The sons 
all married and located in (tihson County. Absalom Yeager 
was born near Danville, Kentucky, in 1819, and was married in 
November. 1842, to Elizabeth Williams, daughter of Bennett 
Williams. She was born in Posev County, Indiana, in 1822, and 
is yet living. The children of this marriage are llcnrv A.. Nek¬ 
ton. James M.. Mary A., who died April 11, 1896; Andrew J., 
William C. and Fmma F. In November, 1892, the parents cele¬ 
brated their golden wedding. The father has always been an 
agriculturalist, and he and his esteemed wife still live on the 
farm in Johnson township, where they located soon after their 
marriage. They and their children liold membership in the bap¬ 
tist Church, and the family is one of the most highly respectecl 
in t iibson County. Henry A. Yeager attended the district 
schools during his youth, and at the age of nineteen entered the 
high school of Owensville. pursuing a two years* course there, 
lie afterward continued his education in Cvnthiana, Posey 
County, ami supplied the means’for his education bv teaching in 
country schools in the meantime. In September, 1868. he matric¬ 
ulated in the State Cnivcrsitv of Bloomington, pursuing a law 
ami literary course for three years. From 1870 until June, 1876, 
he was superintendent of the schools of Fort Branch, and won a 
place among the ablest educators in this part of the state. In 
1872 he married Carrie Stascr. of Vanderburgh County, Indiana, 
daughter of John C. Staser. She died in April, 1878. leaving 
three children—Lester L., Maggie L. and Wilber A. I11 1881 
Mr. Yeager wedded Mary Howe, daughter of Sanford and Ann 
llowc, of (iibson County. On tbe ?8th of August, 1875. Mr. 
Yeager removed from Fort Francli to Princeton, and in Novem¬ 
ber of that year was admitted to the bar, since which time lie lias 
been actively engaged in practice. T11 June, 1881. be was elected 
county superintendent of schools for a two years’ term, and in 
1883 was re-elected. He has agricultural and horticultural inter¬ 
ests, lint gives the greater part of his time to his law practice, 
which is large and lucrative. His devotion to bis clients’ interests 
is proverbial, and lie lias attained at the bar of Southern Indiana 
a conspicuous and honorable place. Fraternally be is a Master 
Mason, and politically is a Democrat. 

A. R. BCRTON, M. D., a skilled physician, who is success- 
fullv engaged in the practice of medicine in Princeton, was born 
in (iibson County, April 26, 1858. His father. Basil Burton, was 
born near Winchester. Va.. ami emigrated to this county in 1842, 
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making the journey on foot in company with his brother. Levi, 
lie liKated near Somerville, and afterward married Lucinda Kill- 
pat rick. whose father, Thomas Killpatrick. was of Irish lineage. 
They became parents of four children. The Doctor is the young¬ 
est of the family, and was reared on the farm near Francisco until 
1879, when at the age of twenty-one he came to Princeton and 
began the study of medicine under the direction of Dr. V. T. 
West. He was graduated from the Medical College of Ohio mi 
the 4th of March, 1882, when twenty-three years of age, and at 
once opened an office in Princeton. ITis business has steadily 
increased and he is now enjoying a large and lucrative practice. 
T11 1885 1 ,c was appointed a member of the United States Pension 
Board for Gibson County, and was its treasurer for four years. 
T11 May. 1882, he became a member of the Gibson County Medical 
Society, and has been its secretary since t886. He is a member 
of the Indiana State Medical Society, and of the American Med¬ 
ical Association. He has served ten years as secretary of the 
Democratic Central C ommittee of Gibson County, and usually 
takes an active part in political affairs. On the loth of August, 
1883, was celebrated the marriage of Dr. Burton and Maggie 
Feirtriss, whose father, T- H. Fentriss, deceased, was a pioneer 
of Princeton, and served as County Recorder of Gibson County. 
They have a little daughter, Blanche, born in December. t8qt. 
Dr. Burton is a man of sterling worth, of marked ability in his 
profession, and his high standing in the medical fraternity is 
shown not only bv his liberal patronage, but also by his official 
preferment in the medical society, which attests the esteem in 
which he is held by his professional brethren. 

HON. TAMES B. GAMBLE is one of the honored and leading 
citizens of Princeton, a prominent representative of the bar. an 
important factor in political circles, and a gentleman whose true 
worth has gained him the esteem of a large circle of acquaint^ 
ances. The true western spirit of progress and enterprise finds 
an exponent in him and his active efforts in behalf of his adopted 
city have materially advanced its interests. Mr. Gamble was 
born in Carmi, White County, Illinois, December 19, 1853. His 
father, Robert Gamble, was born in Baltimore, Maryland, and 
was of French descent. At the age of thirty-five he removed to 
White County. Illinois, where he met and married Nancv Crow¬ 
der, a native of that state. Of their five sons and one daughter, 
who comprised their family, only our subject is living. ITis 
mother jdied during his infancy, and his father afterward married 
Ruth Brashier, who surrounded him with all the loving care and 
attention of an own mother. ITis father joined the armv in t86t 
as a private of the Eight-seventh Illinois Tnfantrv. and died in 
St. Louis in the early spring of 1862. James B. Gamble remained 
with his stepmother until fourteen years of age, since which time 
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he lias depended upon his own exertions. lie worked on a farm 
iii White County-until 1870, after which he spent one winter in 
Kentucky, and in 1871 came to Gibson County, Indiana. Here 
he attended school in Francisco, and later completed a high school 
course in Fort I’ranch. Tie then taught school for five years 
with excellent success, and in the meantime took up the study of 
I«tw. In March, 1877, he entered the law office of Judge W. M. 
Land, and in August of that year was admitted to the bar. In 
1882 he formed a partnership with Judge Land, and the connec¬ 
tion has since been maintained. He occupies an enviable position 
at the bar, and has a large and distinctly representative clientage. 
As counsel he is reliable and conscientious, and as an advocate 
is earnest and forceful, his arguments being logical and founded 
on the best authority. T11 1888 he was elected Mayor of Prince¬ 
ton, filling the office for two years, and in 1894 he was again olecied 
for a four years' term. He is very progressive and his adminis¬ 
tration of municipal affairs has marked an era of advancement 
and improvement in Princeton. In politics he has always been a 
stalwart Republican, and was a delegate to the national conven¬ 
tion which nominated Major McKinley for the Presidency. So¬ 
cially he belongs to the Masonic and Knights of Pythias 
fraternities. Mr. Gamble married Oma J., the only daughter of 
Judge W. M. Land. Their home has been blessed with two 
sons—’Vesper Land and John Harmon. 

LEWIS KOLTT was born in Princeton some fifty years ago, 
and for many years was one of the prominent citizens of the place, 
lie was a son of Ludwig Kolb, the pioneer of the family in Gib¬ 
son County. This pioneer came to Princeton in an early dav, 
and was proprietor of one of the early taverns of the town. He 
died in Princeton, aged about sixty-five years. Tie was a native 
of Germany, and the father of the following children: Lewis*, 
Jacob, John, Sophie, C aroline and Elizabeth. IT is son Lewis, 
the immediate subject of this review, was for many years a suc¬ 
cessful business man, and at the time of his recent death left a 
valuable estate. His wife, Mary A., was a daughter of Robert 
Nightingale, of English nativity. She bore him the following 
children: (). M., present postmaster of Princeton; Christine, 
wife of W. A. Ihoonic^of Columbia, Tenn.; Robert F., Effie M., 
Mamie O., Lewis E. and'Lucy OJ .O 

O. M. KOLP» was born in Princeton, Indiana, April 2, t866. 
Mention of his father, Lewis Kolb, is made elsewhere in this 
volume. To the public schools of Princeton, Mr. Kolb is in¬ 
debted for his educational privileges. He began his business 
career as a clerk in his fathers grocery store, the management 
of which he assumed upon the death of his father. He was ap¬ 
pointed postmaster of Princeton bv President Cleveland, on the 
7th of October, 1893, and is the present incumbent of that office. 
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Mr. Kolb was united in marriage October 29, 1889, to Miss 
Harriet E. Carter. The issue of the marriage consists of two in¬ 
teresting children, namely: Carter M. and Raymond L. 

J AMES A. MORGAN, a well known and highly esteemed citi¬ 
zen of Princeton, was born in Rockport, Ind., December 5, 1854. 
His father, M. J. Morgan, a native of Hamilton County, Ohio, 
was born in 1811, and in early life was a river trader. His father 
was a pioneer merchant of Cincinnati, Ohio, and one of his sons 
became the head of the large lithographing firm of Morgan, 
Russell & Co., of Cincinnati. Ephraim Morgan was the first 
bookbinder of that place and one of the leading citizens. M. J. 
Morgan married Elizabeth R. Ray, daughter of James Ray, a 
wealthy farmer of Lewisport, Kentucky. The subject of this 
review is the second of their three children. He was reared and 
educated in Rockport, and began learning the painter’s trade 
there with S. W. Stocking. I^ater he was employed for one year 
in a carriage factory in Henderson, Kentucky, and spent three 
and a half years in New Orleans, Louisiana, where he was en¬ 
gaged in painting street cars and carriages. He then went to 
Owensboro. Kentucky, where he spent several months, was after¬ 
ward with the Columbus Buggy Company, and later entered the 
employ of the Studebakers of South Bend, Indiana. On leaving 
that company he was employed at Evansville by the Evansville 
& Terre Haute Railroad, then in the St. Louis Car Works, after¬ 
ward in another place or so, and finally entered the employ of the 
Air Line Railroad at Huntingburg. His service with that rail¬ 
road, however, was not continuous, for during a period he was 
foreman of the paint department of the Evansville & Terre Haute 
Railroad. In 1895 he came to Princeton, and has since been 
foreman of the painting department of the Air Line Road at 
this place. He is one of the most competent men in his line in 
the state, and has so closely studied the trade that he has become 
tlvoroughly proficient. He has evolved a most perfect method 
of mixing colors and has recently prepared a very valuable and 
interesting article on this subject. Since attaining his majority, 
Mr. Morgan has exercised his right of franchise in support of the 
men and measures of the Republican party. He is a valued mem¬ 
ber of the Odd Fellows’ Society, and has served as representative 
to the grand lodge. He was married in Rockport, October 13, 
1883, to Sarah, daughter of Logan Williamson, and they have 
two children. 

PHILIP L. DRESCHER.—Among the faithful and energetic 
employes of the Air Line Railroad is this gentleman, who is 
serving as foreman of the machine shop. He was born in New 
York City, July 24, 1863. The following year his father, Dr. 
Drescher, removed with his family to Covington, Kentucky, 
where he engaged in the practice of medicine. He was a native 
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of Germany, a graduate of a medical college of that land, and also 
held a diploma from a Cincinnati school of medicine. He served 
for a required term in the (German army, and was surgeon of a 
New York regiment during a part of the civil war. lie married 
Wilhelmina Wollciiherger, a native of Schweinfurth, Germany, 
ami they became parents of two children—Minnie, wife of George 
1 *. Woods, of Covington, Kentucky; ami Philip L. The latter 
learned the machinist’s trade in Cincinnati, entering upon an ap¬ 
prenticeship at the age of fourteen. He was employed in that city 
until 1884, when he went to Evansville, Indiana, and secured a 
|K>sition in the Novelty Machine Works, where he continued 
some time. Tn 1888 he came to the Air Line Company, and was 
employed as a machinist until 1891, when he was promoted to 
the position of foreman of the shop. Tie is fully competent to 
perform the duties which devolve upon him, and is one of the 
most trusted employes of the works. On the 30th of August, 
1886, Mr. Drescher married Miss Mary E. Van Mess, who died 
February 8, 1893, leaving two sons—Adolph and Philip. On the 
1st of September, 1893, l ie was again married, his present wife, 
bv whom he has one son, Clifford. In politics Mr. Drescher is a 
staunch Republican, and is now acceptably serving in the City 
Council, to which position he was elected in May, 1896. . 
ERNEST E. NOPiLE, of Princeton, was born in Centralia, Illi¬ 
nois, January 9, 1864. TTis father, E. T. Nooldc, an ativc of 
Newark. Ohio, was born in 1836. Tie learned the trade of a ma¬ 
chinist in Zanesville, and with the exception of fifteen years spent 
in the hotel and liverv business in Centralia and Mt. Vernon, Illi¬ 
nois, alwavs followed his trade. He married Eliza Wilson, who 
died in 1882, at the age of fiftv-onc years. Of their ten children 
the following named arc living: C. M.. a boiler maker of Terre 
Haute, Indiana: E. E.; Mrs. George F. Alderman, of Goshen, 
Indiana; E. Th. of Princeton, who is connected with the Air Line 
Railroad Company: and Hattie, of Goshen. Ernest E. Noble 
spent his youth in Terre Haute, and acquired his education in its 
public schools. He learned the tinsmith's trade in the service of 
the Vandalia Railroad Company, with which he remained for 
eight years. In September, 1890. he entered the employ of the 
Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad as foreman of their copper 
and tin department at Danville, and on the 1st of March, 1873, 
accepted a similar position with the Air line Railroad. 
Mr. Noble was married in Vigo County, Indiana, June 19, 
T884, to Mary E. Light foot, daughter of Profe-ssor F. W. Light- 
fmot. an accomplished instructor of vocal and instrumental music. 
Thcv have three children—Clyde, Rov and Evadine. Mr. 
Noble is a member of the Ancient Order of United Workmen and 
of the Presbyterian Church. ITe is an active and valued worker 
in both lodge and church, and his fine tenor voice makes him a 
valued addition to the church choir. As a business man he is 
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thoroughly reliable, having the confidence of the company and 

I i ic respect of those who serve under him and in social circles he 
has many friends 

SAMUEL 11 . ARCHER, who is engaged in farming and 
stock-raising, was born in Patoka township, Gibson County, Oc¬ 
tober 14, 1833, a son John and Catherine (McMullen) Archer. 

II is father was born in the same township, June 26, 1804, and the 
mother was l>orn in Bowling Green, Kentucky, in 1803. The 
gcat-grandfathcr was one of the valiant soldiers of the Revolu¬ 
tionary war, and his last days were spent in Gibson County, where 
lie located in 1806. Thomas Archer, the grandfather, was born 
in Chester County, South Carolina, came with the family to In¬ 
diana, in 1806, and served under General llarrison in the war 
against the Indians in this state. John Archer was reared on the 
frontier and received but meager educational privileges. At the 
age of twenty-two he was married and began life on a farm of 
eighty acres, which he had purchased. Subsequently he spent 
ten years in Princeton, working at the gunsmith’s trade, which 
he had learned in his youth, but afterward returned to the farm, 
which he continued to cultivate until his death. He at one time 
owned and cleared what is now the southern portion of Prince¬ 
ton, and was a leading agriculturist of the community. He was 
reared in the United Presbyterian Church, of which his father 
was an elder, and one of the organizers. At the formation of 
that church a strong protest was made against slavery, in which 
Thomas Archer heartily concurred, for it was that evil which was 
the main cause of his removal to the north. He also hired the 
first contraband that cairn? to Gibson County, thus showing his 
willingness to aid the persecuted people. John and Catherine 
Archer became the parents of eight children—William, who lost 
his life in the battle of Resaca during the civil war; Georgiana; 
James W., deceased; Samuel II., Sarah M., Rebecca A., Mary J., 
Margaret and Theodore, all deceased. Samuel H. Archer re¬ 
ceived only the educational privileges afforded by the common 
schools. lie assisted in the cultivation of the home farm until 
twenty-two years of age, and then began farming on rented land 
in partnership with his brother. After two years he returned and 
took charge of the home farm, which lie cultivated for fourteen 
years. lie then married Ophelia Robb, daughter of David Robb, 
Jr., and to them have been born six children, namely: Luelfci, 
John and William, deceased; David F,. Mary and Sarah. With 
the exception of three years spent in Princeton, Mr. Archer has 
remained on the farm since his marriage, earnestly and energet¬ 
ically devoting his time and attention to the further development 
of his land and the improvement of his property, until now the 
well tilled fields and substantial buildings plainly indicate the 
thrift and enterprise of the owner. His residence was erected in 
1879. in connection with general farming he carries on stock- 
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raising, and has been an active worker in the agricultural society 
of Gibson County, whereby he has materially aided in promoting 
the interests of the farming class. lie and his wife are members 
of the United Presbyterian Church, and in politics he was formerly 
a Republican, but is now a Prohibitionist. He belongs to one of 
the oldest families of the county, and is himself an honored pio¬ 
neer, whose identification with the interests of this locality has 
been long and honorable. 

ROBERT MITCHELL.—Scotland, the land ol hills ami heath¬ 
er, has furnished to America many worthy citizens, whose sturdy 
energy and reliability have made them a valued addition to this 
country. Of this class Mr. Mitchell is a representative. He was 
born in Strathern, Scotland, September 8, 1831, and ten days 
later was taken to the kirk, where he was christened by the sturdy 
old Scotch name of Robert. His father, James Mitchell, was born 
at the same place, while the birth of his mother, Janet (Martin) 
Mitchell, occurred on an adjacent farm. The parents were edu¬ 
cated in the common schools, and the friendship of their child- 
IkkmI ripened into love. They were married and six children came 
to bless the union, namely: John and Jeanetta, both now de¬ 
ceased; James, Catherine, Robert and Mary. The parents began 
their domestic life upon a rented farm and James Mitchell suc¬ 
cessfully carried on agricultural pursuits until his death. He was 
an elder in the Presbyterian Church, and a man of sterling worth 
and integrity. Robert Mitchell acquired his education in the 
common schools ami at the age of nineteen bade adieu to his native 
land, preparatory to seeking a home in America. He crossed the 
Atlantic in a sailing vessel in 1850, and made his way to the home 
of an uncle living in Gibson County, where he soon began work 
as a farm hand at fifty cents per day and was thus employed for 
two years. lie then married Margaret Duncan, and immediately 
afterward located on the farm, where he has since resided, while to 
the home have come six children, four of whom are yet living, 
namely: James M., Lydia E., John R. and Jennie C. The two 
who have passed away are Catherine M. and Jennie, and after 
the death of the latter the youngest child was given that name. 
Mr. Mitchell rented a farm for two years, and afterward purchased 
a tract of land, to which he has since added until lie now owns a 
valuable property of three hundred and twenty acres. This is 
under a high state of cultivation and the place is improved with all 
the accesssorics and conveniences of a model farm of the nine¬ 
teenth century. He is one of the most progressive agriculturists 
in Southern Indiana, has done much to advance the interests of 
farmers in this section of the state, has for many years been an 
officer in the Gibson County Agricultural Society, and for twenty- 
one years has been a member of the State Board of Agriculture. 
He is also a prominent stock dealer, engaged in the breeding of 
fine hogs, horses and sheep. In his political views Mr. Mitchell 
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lias always been a stalwart Republican anil warmly advocates the 
principles of his party. He and his wife are members of the Pres¬ 
byterian Church, and in all that pertains to the county's welfare 
and advancement he takes a deep interest. His prominence is in¬ 
dicated by the fact that in 1893 he was appointed by Governor 
1 lovey one of the Indiana commissioners at the World s Colum¬ 
bian Exposition, and was one of the judges on cereals for sixteen 
weeks. Robert Mitchell is one of Gibson County’s leading citi¬ 
zens, and this work would be incomplete without the record of 
his life. 

DR. ANDREW LEWIS.—By permission the following bio¬ 
graphy is taken from “Right's History of the Fifty-eighth Indiana 
Regiment,'* compiled and published by G, R. Stormont: “Dr. 
Andrew Lewis, under whose direction the Fifty-eighth Indiana 
was recruited and organized, was bom April 19th, 1813, in Lewis- 
burg, New York County, Pennsylvania, and died in Princeton, 
Indiana, March 10th, 1877. He was the fifth son of Dr. Webster 
Lewis, a physician of great eminence in that state. After com¬ 
pleting a common school education the subject of this sketch 
turned his attention to the study of medicine. In 1839 he Ml 
l^cwisburg, intending to settle in Iowa, but, getting out of funds, 
stopped in Gibson County, Indiana, to recruit his finances. Here 
he engaged in manual labor on the Wabash and Erie canal, then 
in the course of construction. Afterwards he resumed the study 
of medicine, with his brother, in Boonville, Indiana, and in Janu¬ 
ary, 1841, began his first practice in Winslow, Indiana. In April, 
1843, he removed to Princeton, Indiana, where he continued the 
practice of his profession until 1850. At this time lie became a 
candidate of the Whig party for County Clerk and was successful. 
In 1855 he was re-elected and served to the end of his term. Dr. 
Lewis was a man of great energy and enterprise, and devoted his 
time and means very largely to the promotion of the public and 
private interests of the town and community in which he lived. 

J fe took an active part in the incipient steps that brought into ex¬ 
istence the first railroad through this town—now the Evansville 
& Terre Haute. It was mainly through his efforts that the main 
line of the Louisville, Evansville & St. I^ouis railroad was located 
through the county of Gibson and town of Princeton. He was 
interested in tfce construction of the road and it was largely 
through liis energy that this railroad enterprise was sustained 
dine the appointment. “Governor Morton subsequently appointed 
through its primitive struggles, anil was kept in condition for oth¬ 
ers to push to ultimate completion. Unfortunately, this enter¬ 
prise did not prove profitable to Dr. Lewis. His large fortune, 
which he had amassed in other enterprises, was shattered in this. 

I le was left largely involved, and was never able to recover the 
loss. But it is more within the province of this sketch to speak 
of the loyalty and patriotism of Dr. Lewis. As has already been 
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intimated, lie was in thorough sympathy with the war for the sup¬ 
pression of the rebellion. Jt was through his suggegstion ami in¬ 
fluence that the order was secured from Governor Morton to or¬ 
ganize the Fifty-eighth Indiana Regiment at Princeton. He was 
appointed to recruit the regiment and at once began the work. 
A camp was established in the Gibson County fair grounds in the 
latter part of September, and several companies were entered as 
a nucleus for the regiment. Within four weeks the organization 
was complete. Dr. Lewis was appointed Colonel, but his busi¬ 
ness was such that he could not go to the field, an<l he had to de- 
hitn commandant of the hirst Congressional District, and as such 
he recruited three other regiments, namely, the Sixty-fifth, Eigh¬ 
tieth ami Ninety-first Indiana Regiments. The service of no 
one in the state was more highly prized bv Governor Morton 
than was that of Dr. Lewis, l ie devoted his best energies to tin* 
cause of his country at a time when it was in a struggle for its 
existence. His contribution to this cause was not alone in labor, 
but also in money, clothing and food for soldiers’ families. He 
was known at home and abroad as the friend of the soldier and 
the soldier’s family.” Dr. Lewis married Elizabeth A., daughter 
of Janies Evans. The Evans family came from Virginia, and from 
an early day in the history of Southern Indiana this family has 
been among the most prominent of the section. Unto the mar¬ 
riage of Dr. Lewis the following children were born: James W., 
Melissa J., Rankin E., Andrew E. ami William IL All of the 
children were born and reared in Gibson County. 

JAMES W. LEWIS is the efficient claim agent of the Air Line 
Railroad, and a genial, popular man, who makes friends of all he 
meets. A native son of Gibson County, he was born December 
22, 1846. He is the oldest son of Dr. Andrew Lewis, of whom 
mention is made elsewhere in this volume. He completed his 
education in an academy at Eergusonville, and leaving the school 
mom became one of the soldier boys of the war, joining Company 
C of what was known as the “Righting Fifty-eighth” Indiana 
Regiment. MMr. I^cwis participated in all the engagements of 
the regiment, and was mustered out of the service at Louisville, 
Kentucky, August 2, 1865. Upon his return home at the close 
of the war Mr. Lewis joined his father, who was then extensively 
engaged in the grain and pork business at Princeton, and in this 
connection continued up to the death of his father, which occurred 
in 1877. For several years lie was employed as deputy in some 
county office, and in 1892 accepted the position which he now 
holds. In this position he has proven a capable and faithful em¬ 
ploye, most acceptably discharging the duties of his office. Mr. 
Lewis was married November 4, 1869, to Anna L., daughter of 
Newton and Rachel (Scantlin) Johnson. In politics he is a stal¬ 
wart Republican. For six years he served as marshal of Prince- 
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ton. lie is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic, and 
the circle of his friends is limited only by the number of his ac¬ 
quaintances. 

WILLIAM II. LEWIS, son of Dr. Andrew Lewis, was born 
and reared in Gibson County. His birth occurred February 22, 
1859. He was educated in the public schools of Princeton. For 
nine years he clerked in the mercantile establishment of W. D. 
Downey. In 1886, W. H. Dimick, Charles lleberd and Mr. 
Lewis entered into a co-partnership, under the firm name of Dim¬ 
ick, lleberd & Lewis, and began a general merchandise business 
in Princeton. In 1887, Mr. Lewis’ brother, Andrew E., who had 
been, for eighteen years, an assistant cashier in the People’s 
Rank, purchased the interest of Mr. lleberd. In 1894 the Lewis 
brothers purchased Mr. Dimick's interest, and since the Lewis 
Pros, have been the proprietors of a well-stocked, handsome and 
large dry goods store. William H. Lewis was married in 1882 to 
Miss Olive Grigsby. The marriage has been blessed by the birth 
of a son, whose name is William Evans Lewis. Mr. Lewis and 
his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. lie is 
a staunch Republican and fraternally a prominent member of the 
Knights of Pythias fraternity, having tilled all the chairs of the 
order and represented his lodge in the grand lodge of Indiana. 

ROBERT FREMONT WARNOCK is one of the extensive 
land owners of Gibson County, and a man whose prominent con¬ 
nection with the agricultural and industrial interests of this locality 
has made him a valued factor in the community. He is a western 
man by birth, training and interests, and possesses the true west¬ 
ern spirit of progress and enterprise. Gibson County numbers 
-him among her native sons, his birth having occurred in Patoka 
township on the 9th of August, 1861. In the home of his parents, 
Archibald and Malimla J. (Milburn) Warnock, he spent the days 
of his boyhood and youth, assisting in the labors of tlie fields 
through the summer, while in the winter he pursued his education 
in the common schools. On attaining his majority, Mr. Warnock 
began farming on his own account on a tract of land of seventy- 
six acres, which he had received as his share of the old home¬ 
stead. His work has been diligently prosecuted and his labors have 
brought to him prosperity, so that lie has been enabled to extend 
the’boundaries of his farm, until it now comprises three hundred 
and fifty acres of rich land, all under a high state of cultivation. 
He is also interested in the coal business, and is now engaged in 
the manufacture of brick. His resourceful ability enables him to 
extend his field of operation beyond one line of business, and thus 
wlvile adding to his own prosperity lie is also promoting the ma¬ 
terial welfare of the community. On the nth of October, 1887, 
Mr. Warnock was united in marriage to Ada M. Wilson, daugh¬ 
ter of William and Marir* Wilson, of Allegheny County, Pennsyl- 
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vania. A little son, Archibald W., has come to bless their home. 
Mr. and Mrs. YVarnock hold membership in the United 
Presbyterian Church, and their standing in social circles is en¬ 
viable. Since attaining his majority he has been an adherent ol 
the Republican party, and strongly supports the platform on 
which the recent Republican victory was achieved. With the 
exception of a few months spent in California, he has always made 
his home in Gibson C ounty, on the farm where he now resides, 
and is most widely .and favorably known. He is still a young 
man, and the future undoubtedly holds in store for him still greater 
successes than he has hitlierto achieved. 

DAVID D. HART.—Among the enterprising farmers of Gib¬ 
son County there is probably none more energetic or thorough¬ 
going than the gentleman whose name heads this sketch. He is a 
native of Indiana, his birth having occurred in Warrick County, 
August 10, 1836. 11 is father, John Hart, was Imrn in Perry 

C ounty, Kentucky, t Ictober 1, 1800, and at the age of twenty-four 
was united in marriage with Mary .lioyd, who was born in Spencer 
County, Indiana, 1801. Of their union ten children were l*>rn, 
namely: Mary A., Lurn, Maria and Louis, all deceased; David 
D., of this sketch; Millie L., deceased; Elijah K.; Elizabeth; and 
two who died in infancy. The father was a resident of Hart 
township, Warrick County, where he entered eighty acres of land 
from the government and as his circumstances permitted added 
to it until at the time of his death he had two hundred and fifty 
acres of good land. There he departed this life February 14, 

1868, and his wife died in December, 1885. * In politics he was a 
life-long Democrat. On the completion of his common school 
education David I). Hart gave his entire time and attention to 
assisting his father in the labors of the home farm, where lie re¬ 
mained until twenty-eight years of age, at which time he was 
married. On the 14th of September. 1864, was celebrated his 
marriage with Elizabeth S. Embree, deceased. Two chil¬ 
dren were born to them—Mary E., deceased, and John 
T. Mr. TIart was again married September 22, 1873, 

his second union being witli Elizabeth Wood, by whom 
lie had four children—Elsie, deceased; r Athur, Eva P. 
and Kornia. It was in 1864 that Mr. Hart came from Warrick 
County to Gibson County, and purchased an interest in the Em- 
brcc farm of forty-five acres, where he still makes his home. At 
the present time, however, he is the owner of one hundred and 
seventy acres of valuable land,which he has placed under a high 
state of cultivation. In addition to general farming he is also in- 
: crested in stock-raising. Until 1888 lie was a staunch Democrat 
11 politics, but since that time has given his support to the Pco- 
>le\s party, and recently became a candidate for State Represen- 
ative on that ticket from Gibson County and was successful. He 
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is one of the prominent and influential men of the county, public- 
spirited and progressive, and enjoys the confidence and regard 
of many friends. His first wife was a member of the General 
Baptist Church, while the present Mrs. Hart is a Cumberland 
Presbyterian in religious belief. 

JOSEPH P. McCLURE, who is now spending the evening of 
life in retirement, enjoying a well earned rest, is a worthy represen¬ 
tative of one of the honored pioneer families of Gibson County, 
his birth occurring on the farm, which is still his home, Octo!>cr 
6, 1815. His father, James McClure, was born in Maryland, Oc¬ 
tober 6, 1785, received a very at ^ lc *£ c 

of twelve years accompanied his^?^«ffr tb > *l^iituclcy, where he 
served an apprenticeship to the tanner’s trade, which he followed 
througlKWt his active business career. In 1805 he came to In¬ 
diana, locating in Gibson County, near Princeton, and served 
under General Harrison in the battle of Tippecanoe. I11 1838 he 
laid aside business cares, living retired until his death, which oc¬ 
curred February 7,1855. On ^ ,e 12th of June, 1808, he led to the 
marriage altar Malinda A. Warrick, a native of Kentucky, who 
died January 12, 1850, and they became the parents of eleven chil¬ 
dren—Albert, Edwin and James, all deceased; Joseph P.; William 
M.; Henry; David, deceased; Robert; and George W., John W. 
ami Ellen J., deceased. In the primitive pioneer schools our 
strbject acquired his education, and was reared amid the scenes 
of frontier life. At the age of nineteen he was united in marriage 
with Miss Catherine Ann, daughter of Rev. Alexander and Susan 
(Nowlin) Devin, and*to them were born twelve children, namely: 
Eleanor J.; Mary B.; Alexander D.; Susan J., deceased; Margaret 
C; Joseph D.; Robert M.; William M.; George W.; Nancy V.; 
Franklin P. and James. Five of the sons donned the blue and 
aided in the defense of their country during the dark days of the 
Rebellion. Upon his marriage, Mr.” McClure was given eighty 
acres, and in the following fall purchased another eighty acre tract, 
on which he remained, and at once began the cultivation and im¬ 
provement of Ins land. He added to his income by running on 
the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers during the winter season for 
some ten years, and so successful has he been in his life work that 
he is now the owner of three hundred and twenty acres of rich 
and valuable land, and is able to spend his remaining days in ease 
and retirement, surrounded by all the comforts and many of the 
luxuries of life. His estimable wife was called to her final rest 
November 27,1888. He holds membership in the General Baptist 
Church, and politically supports the men and measures of the 
Dcnfo cr atic party. 

MONROE KEY.—Among those whose devotion to the duties 
of public and private life have made them vahted citizens of Gibson 
County is numbered Mr. Key, a prosperous and popular farmer 
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of Patoka township. On southern battlefields he demonstrated 
his loyalty to the Union, and in the more quiet walks of business 
life he has displayed those sterling qualities of integrity and 
straightforwardness which everywhere command. respect. Mr. 
Key is a native of (iibson County, born September 4, 1841. llis 
father, John L. Key, removed from Scottsville, Kentucky, to this 
county in 1808 and followed farming and merchandising. Leas¬ 
ing his farm for ninety-nine years, he afterward removed to 
(ieorgetown, Illinois, where he died in 1874, at the .age of seventy- 
four years. 11 is wife, who bore the maiden name of Mary Latham, 
died in (iibson County in 1880.aged seventy-four years. Tbeir chil¬ 
dren are Monroe, Mrs. Mary Murphy and John. The father had 
five children by a former marriage, of whom four are living, as 
follows: S. C., of Concordia, Kansas; William, also of Concordia; 
Marion, of Pike C ounty, Indiana; and Hannah, wife of J. W. Har¬ 
ris. of Patoka. Monroe Key was educated in Patoka and at the 
age of twenty years enlisted in the Union army as a member of 
( oinpaiiy C, lofty-eighth Indiana Infantry, (hi the 12H1 of 
March, of that year he was married in Princeton. I11 July, 1865, 
In* was discharged and mustered out at Indianapolis. During 
the first year after his return home Mr. Key engaged in the lumber 
business. He then learned the carpenter’s trade, and followed 
contracting and building from 1867 until 1888. In the latter year 
he was elected Sheriff of (iibson County, and in 1892 was re¬ 
elected, serving for four years. He was one of the most efficient 
officers ever in that position and his promptness in carrying out 
the law won him the highest commendation. Since bis retire¬ 
ment he has engaged in the operation of his farm, which comprises 
two hundred and forty acres of rich and valuable land. Mr. Key 
was married March 9, 1871, to Kliza Summers, and their children 
are diaries S., NVUic-Annie and John L. I11 polities Mr. Key 
is a stamveb Republican, and is a member of the (irand Army of 
the Republic, llis life has ever been honorable and upright, 
displaying the same fidelity which he manifested on southern 
battlefields when upholding the cause of the stars and stripes. 

AI »R All AM L. SMITH, a well known and highly respected 
agriculturist of (iibson County, is a native of New Jersey, horn 
in Hunterdon County. November 19, 1826, and is a son of |ohn 
W. and Charlotte (Randolph) Smith, who were also born in that 
state, the former April 21, 1785, and the latter September 10, 1792. 

I loth were provided with fair educational advantages and in early 
life the father learned the wagonniaker’s trade, but'his later years 
were spent in farming. In 1827 he took his family to New York, 

, where he made his home for about twentv-five years, during which 
time his wife died—-April 8, iS^y. Later lie lived with a son in 
Michigan, where llis death occurred June 14, 1870. lh his family 
were eleven children., namely: Jacob, John R., Klizabelh, David. 
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all deceased; Pcrmclia, Samuel, Abraham L., Mary, Charlotte and 
George, deceased: and Caroline. Our subject acc|uired a good 
education in the schools near his home, and remained under the 
parental roof until he had reached the age of twenty years, at which 
time he began learning the miller’s trade. During the thirty years 
he followed that occupation he drifted over various sections of 
the country, but finally located uj>on the farm in Gibson County. 
Indiana, where he still resides. Besides general farming he is also 
extensively engaged in raising poultry and thoroughbred Jersey 
cattle. On the 23d of August, i860, was celebrated the marriage 
ivf Mr. Smith and Miss Margaret Jane Erwin, who was born in 
South Carolina, January 18, 1835, and is a daughter of James and 
Elizabeth Erwin. The father’s birth occurred in Ireland, January 
1, 1797, while the mother was lx>rn November 9, 1796, in Georgia, 
of Irish descent, but at the age of six years she was taken by her 
parents to South Carolina. When Mrs. Smith was about three 
months old she was brought by her parents to Gibson County, 
where the mother died July 13, 1877, ami the father passed away 
August 7, 1884. For fifty-one years they had traveled life’s jour¬ 
ney together, sharing with each other its joys and sorrows, its 
adversity and prosperity, and were earnest members of the United 
Presbyterian Church. Four children blessed their union—Sarah 
Ann, deceased; John; Robert, deceased; and Margaret Jane. By 
trade the father was a blacksmith, but also engaged in agricultural 
pursuits, owning at the time of his death a Valuable farm of two 
hundred and twentv-threc acres. At the time of his marriage Mr. 
Smith was sit i ll interested in tire milling business, which he con¬ 
tinued to carry on for fifteen years, and then located upon the 
sixty-acre tract of land which his wife had received from her 
father’s estate. They arc consistent members of the United Pres¬ 
byterian Church, and have won for themselves an enviable place 
in the regard of their fellow citizens. Having no children of their 
own they adopted two—Anna B. and Charles, but the latter is now 
deceased. T11 his political affiliations Mr. Smith is a Prohibi¬ 
tionist. 

SAMUEL HENDERSON DAVIS is an enterprising farmer 
whose life has been a busy and useful one, and who, through earn¬ 
est effort has overcome the difficulties and obstacles in his path 
and worked his way upward to success. He was born in Penn¬ 
sylvania County, Virginia, March 7, 1819, a son of Joshua and 
Sallie (Green) Davis, the former a native of Pennsylvania County, 
and the latter of Lulenburg County, Virginia. The father re¬ 
ceived a common school education and was reared by his mother 
for his own father had died when he was twelve years of age. 
When twenty-eight years of age he married Sallie Green, and 
they became the parents of eight children—Parthenia. Louisa and 
Agnes, all deceased; Samuel IT., Joshua, Wm. J., Sallie Ann and 
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George, who have all passed away. In 1826 Joshua Davis re¬ 
moved to Western Tennessee, and in 1828 came to Gibson County, 
where he followed farming until his death, which occurred March 
19, 1843. His wife died in ()ctober of the same year. Though he 
came to this county a poor man, he acquired a comfortable com¬ 
petence ami at his death was the owner of a good farm of one hun¬ 
dred and sixty acres. Samuel II. Davis was a child of six years 
when lie came with his parents to Ciibson county, and here, amid 
the wild scenes of the frontier he was reared to manhood, exper¬ 
iencing the usual hardships and privations of pioneer life. He 
assisted in the development of the home farm until twenty-four 
years of age, when he started out in life for himself as a farm 
hand. He was married January 28, 1848, and unto the marriarc 
were born eight children, namely: George W., Louisa. Elizabeth, 
deceased; John IT., Mary Ann, Samuel, deceased; Ella Jane and 
William J. # deceased. The mother of this family, who to her hus¬ 
band was a faithful helpmeet through many long years, is now 
totally blind. For a year after his marriage Mr. Davis operated 
the old borne farm, and then purchased one hundred ami sixty 
acres of land upon which he has since resided. The early davs 
formed a period of hardship and earnest toil, but he courageously 
worked on and as the years passed his financial resources in¬ 
creased, enabling him to add new comforts to the home and supply 
his family wMi better advantages. He has given to each of his 
children a quarter section of land at the time of their marriage, and 
yet retains a comfortable property, from Which he derives a good 
income for himself. Tie is truly a self-made man and in his life 
there is much that is w r orthv of emulation. 

THOMAS W. MONROE, a son of Charles and Nancv (Clin¬ 
ton) Monroe, w^as 1 >orn in Vanderburgh Countv, Indiana, in 1820, 
and was left an orphan when only four months old, after which 
he w as reared in the Staser household until seventeen years of age. 
TTc then left the family that had cared for him and started out in 
life for himself, working on the river. Soon he began dealing in 
chickens, and accumulated some money, but afterward lost it in 
an unfortunate business venture. Returning home he entered 
forty acres of land and gave his attention to agricultural pursuits. 
All through his remaining life he followed -farming, and his rcso- 
ulte purpose and well managed interests brought to him a richly 
merited prosperity. At the age of twenty he married Nancv Clin¬ 
ton. who was born in Kentucky in 1826. They became the 
parents of eight children, as follows: Fred K.. James. Tohn C, 
deceased; Marv T., Edward, deceased: Thomas W., Margaret, 
deceased; and Clinton. The mother died in t8*;8, and Charles 
Monroe afterward married Louisa Trible, bv whom he had two 
children—Franklin ami T otiis Ellen, both now* deceased. Her 
death occurred in April, 1865, and Mr. Monroe departed this life 
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December 3, 1873. Thomas W. Mourn? assisted in the labors of 
the home farm until twenty years of age. at which time he began 
clerking in a store owned by his brother, and was thus employed 
for five years. On the expiration of that period he removed to 
King’s Station, purchased a small plot of ground, erected thereon 
a store building and began general merchandising on his own 
account. His determined application and honorable business 
methods have enabled him to succeed in Ihe face of difficulties awl 
fie is now enjoying a comfortable income derived from a liberal 
patronage. On the 1st of November, 1877, Mr. Monroe married 
Miss Barbara B. Biel, and eight children have been born to them— 
Lulu. Charlie, deceased; Mamie: Emeline; Clara; Mildred; John; 
and one who died in infancy. The parents are members of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and in politics Mr. Monroe is 
an advocate of Democratic principles. 

VINCENT W. S. TRTPPETT, D. D. S., is successfully en¬ 
gaged in the practice of dentistry in Princeton, where his well 
equipped office, furnished with all modern appliances known to the 
profession, and his skill and ability, enable him to give to his pat¬ 
rons the most efficient service. He is one of the native sons of 
Hibson County, born April 30. 1867. TIis parents were Alex, and 
Betsy (Phillips) Trippctt, the former a native of Virginia, ami the 
latter of Indiana. They were married in Gibson County, and their 
union was blessed with three sons and two daughters. 'Hie father 
was twice married and by the first union had one son and two 
daughters. He was a thrifty farmer and stock-raiser, a Democrat 
in politics and a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian Churdi. 
His widow, sixtv-eight years of age, is still living on the farm north 
of Princeton. She also holds membership in the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church. The Doctor was reared at the old home¬ 
stead, and in the common schools acquired his preliminarv edu¬ 
cation, which was supplemented bv studv in the Central Normal 
College of Danville in 1887-8. The following winter lie taught 
school, and the next year entered a business college in Lexington, 
Kentucky, where he was graduated in i88q. TIis professional 
education was acquired in the Hospital School of Dental Surgery 
in Louisville, Kentucky, where he was graduated in Tune, 1892, 
after which Ire located in Princeton. His practice has steaddv 
grown, and he has now a patronage which mam* a" older member 
of the profession might well envv. In 180^ Dr. Trippett led to 
the marriage ahar Miss Annie E. Cox, of Wadesville, Indiana, and 
they have a bright little daughter. Margerie. He and bis wife arc 
members of the Methodist Church, and the Doctor belongs to the 
Tribe of Ren TTur. His political support is given tfte Democracv. 

ROBERT R. ORR, who for twenty-nine vea r s ha« been an es¬ 
teemed resident of Gibson County, and is one '»f the leading con¬ 
tractors of Princeton, was born in Livingston County, New York, 
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Mairli m. 1841. 11 is father. C ollin Orr. was born in Scotland 

in 1805. atvl after a long, useful life as a farmer died in Cale¬ 
donia. New N brk, in 1801. He married Jennie Robertson, wlm 
died in 1850. leaving the following named children: William, 
deceased; Jennie, wife of Daniel Flyea. of Jewell City. Kansas: 
1 ,ucy. wife of William Melntyre, of Caledonia, New York; Angus, 
of Michigan; and Mary A., deceased wife of John Cameron. 
Robert R. Orr was reared on the home farm, and assisted in its 
cultivation until twenty-six years of age. when he came to Prince¬ 
ton. In the meantime he had aided in the preservation of the 
Onion, as a member of Companies F and K of the Fightli New 
York Cavalrt. lie participated in the battles of Beverly's herd, 
Middlcburg. ( iettvsburg, Boonesboro, Brandy Station, Stephens- 
burg, Knppahauock, the Wilderness, Sjyottsylvania, Cold ffarbor, 
Petersburg, Wilson’s raid, Wim'hester. Cedar ( reek, Fisher’s 
llill, Woodstock, Waynesboro, Richmond and Appomattox. ITe 
was under tire in fiftv battles, and his loyalty and bravery were 
fullv tested, lie enlisted as a private, and was discharged as 
quartermaster sergeant. Mr. Orr learned the carpenter’s trade 
under S. J. Wallace, of Princeton, with whom he continued busi¬ 
ness for twenty-four years. He aided in the construction of the 
Methodist Church, the residences of Sam Reaves, S. Benson, Al¬ 
bert Martin, Tom Walters and W. IT. Fvans, and has done a large 
and successful business, his efficient workmanship and faithful 
fulfillment of his part of a contract securing him a liberal patron¬ 
age. Oil the 8th of February, 1871. Mr. Orr was united in mar¬ 
riage with Anna, daughter of Thomas Paul, who came to this 
county from Tennessee. They have one son, Charles A., born in 
1873. Mr. Orr belongs to the Ancient Order of United Work¬ 
men and to the United Presbyterian Church. TTis life has been 
one of industry and usefulness and his duties of citizenship are 
performed with the same loyalty that characterized his career as 
a soldier. 

J AMFS A. SPR( )WT>. justice of Hie peace of Patoka township, 
and a well known citizen of Princeton, was born in that townshin, 
July 28. 1840, a representative of one of its pioneer families. TTfs 
father. John O. Sprowl, came from South Carolina, his native 
state, to (iibson County in 1833. TTe died here in 1841, at the age 
of twenty-seven years. TTis wife bore the maiden name of Mar¬ 
garet McClellan, ami after the death of her first husband she mar¬ 
ried Jame^ Wilson. The Sprowl family is of Trish origin, having 
been founded in America bv John Sprowl, the grandfather of our 
subject, who emigrated from his native land to South Carolina, 
and spent his remaining flays there. Tames A. Sprowl was reared 
and educated in his native countv. During the war he joined the 
boys in blue, of Company B, Fifty-eighth Tndiana Tnfantry, but 
was discharged from that regiment at Bowling Green, Kentucky, 
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on account of physical disability. In January, 1865, lie re-enlisted 
in the ()ne I lundred and Foriv-lhird Regiment, and was stationed 
at Clarksville and Murfreesboro. Tennessee. T11 September, 1865, 
be was mustered out and returned home, lie was a loyal ami 
devoted soldier, who well deserves his country's praise and grati¬ 
tude. For seven years after the war Mr. Sprowl engaged in 
fanning, and in 1872 removed to Princeton, where he engaged in 
teaming for several years, lie was then elected Constable and 
after six years' service in that capacity was appointed 'deputy 
sheriff by Mr. Chambers. He also served in the same position 
during the inciunl>ency of Sheriff McCIary. Tn March. 1891. he 
was appointed Justice of the Peace, in the fall of 1894 was elected 
to that office for a four years* term, and is now acceptably serving 
in that capacity. Tn politics he is a stalwart Republican, deeply 
interested in the success of his party. Tn the fall of 186^ Mr. 
Sprowl married Martha L„ daughter of John K. Crow. Their 
children are John O., Carrie M., wife of George L. Taylor; George 
M.. Charles O., Nellie M., and James A • 

P. M. KENNEY. who is serving as yardmaster of the Air lane 
at Princeton, was born in Bloomington, Indiana, March 18.48. 
TIis father is. perhaps, the oldest cmplove on the Motion Railroad. 
TTe began with that company twenty-eight years ago, has served 
as rondmastcr. and is now. at the age of seventv-four, filling the 
position of master carpenter. Tie was born in Kentucky, enlisted 
in the Confederate army in Missouri .was promoted to a Colonelcy, 
was cantured am) held as a prisoner of war in Alton, Illinois. ITe 
is the father of the following children: P. M.; TTenrv L.. an en¬ 
gineer on the Southern Railroad; Charles, who is with the Illinois 
Central Railroad; James, yard foreman on the Motion Railroad at 
New Albany; Tda. wife of John Brown, of Motion, Indiana: Ada. 
wife of Elbert Dickinson, of Monon; and Eva, wife of D. P. Ben¬ 
nett, of Rochester. Indiana. P. M Kenney began his career as a 
common laborer with the Louisville, New Albanv & Chicago 
Railroad at Bloomington, Indiana. Tunc 7, T8G4. He afterward 
worked as trainman and also as bridgeman. In 1874 He left that 
road and entered the service of the Wabash as yard switchman 
at T>afayctte. and was later yardmaster. T11 T877 he entered the 
service of the Oiicaen & Eastern Illinois, with winch he continued 
as trainman until T883. He then ran a train for the Air Line Coni- 
ixitiv for a year, after which he returned to the Chicago Sr East¬ 
ern Illinois, serving as vardmaster at Danville. Illinois, until 1888, 
when he became conductor for the Chicago ft Ohio road. Since 
t8ot lie has occupied his nresent position with the Air lane Com¬ 
pany. TTis long railroad service has made him very proficient, 
and he is to-dav one of the most trusted nnd competent employes 
of the road with which he is connected. Mr. Kenney was married 
in Orange County, Indiana, in t 868, to Eva Ramsey, daughter of 
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A. M. Ramsey. Slu* died August 9, 1895, leaving two children, 
Fmma, wife of I Icnrv Sherman, a mechanic on the Air Um* mad; 
and Klbeti. Mr. Kenney is a member of the Order of Railroad 
Conductors and the Knights of Pythias fraternity. His faithful¬ 
ness to every trust reposed in him has won him the confidence of 
his employers and his genial manner and sterling worth has gained 
him the regard of many friends. 

TIHNRY P. CHAMPERS, one of (iibson County’s representa¬ 
tive citizens, was Inirn in Miami County, Ohio, August 3. 1839. 
11 is father, Eli Chambers, was horn in Pennsylvania, in 1812. and 
followed rai*|>cntering as a life work. He passed away in Peru, 
Indiana, in 1846. His widow, who bore the maiden name of 
Catherine Putcrbaugh. is still living in Shelby County, Ohio, at 
the age of eighty-one. Their surviving children are TI. P.. Maria 
1 ... wife of John Apple, of Shclbvville, Indiana, and Harriet; wife 
of l’cnjamin Engle, of Payton, Ohio. The paternal grandfather, 
Robert Chambers, a native of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, fol¬ 
lowed the occupation of farming, ami with his son came to flic 
west, his death occurring in Miami County, Ohio. Henry P. 
Chambers acquired a fair English education and in his native 
county learned the trade of a machinist, and was working at his 
trade there when the war broke out. Putting aside all personal 
considerations he enlisted September s. 1861, as a member of 
Company K, First Ohio Infantry, and was mustered in at Camp 
Corwin, in Pavton. In the battle of Shiloh, his first engagement, 
he was wounded in the left shoulder. Soon afterward he was 
taken ill at Louisville. and was forced to remain in the hospital 
for eight months. Rejoining his regiment at Mumfordsvillc, 
Kentucky, he participated in tlie battle of Stone River, and Hie 
engagements of the Atlanta campaign until receiving an honorable 
discharge at Chattanooga. September T7, T864. Mr. C hambers 
at once returned to the mechanic’s bench and in r 865 removed to 
Indianapolis, whence the following year he went to Patoka. where 
he carried on carpentering for ten years. On the expiration of 
that period he became head sawyer and foreman in a saw milk Tn 
the fall of 1880 he was nominated by the Republicans for Sheriff, 
elected bv a majority of thirty-eight, and in 1882 was re-elected. 
He proved an efficient officer, and retired from the position as lie 
had entered it, with the respect and good will of the voters of Cib- 
son County. Tn T885 Mr. Chambers went to Harper Countv. 
Kansas, where lie remained until 1888, and then returned to 
Princeton, where he has since engaged in contracting, a part of 
the time in partnership with C.corge W. Shoobclh He was car¬ 
penter foreman and later general superintendent of construction 
in the shops of tlie Air T.inc Railroad at Princeton, and has aided 
in the erection of the People’s National Rank, the Rrrger 8 z Shan¬ 
non building. Ihe Ward block, and the residences of R. IT. Parrett, 
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YV. I). Robinson, A. G. Wolf and Hen Murphy. On the 1st of 
September, i860, was consummated the marriage of Mr.Chambers 
and Miss Miranda James, daughter of Solomon James. Their 
children are C harles E. f Carrie A., Walter (). and 1 lenry I f. Mr. 
Chambers is a Knight Templar Mason, is past master workman 
of the Ancient Order of United Workmen, and is past commander 
of the (I. A. R. Post. A self-made man. his success has been 
achieved through his own perseverance, diligence and capable 
management. 

GEORGE W. SHOPI’ELL, an enterprising contractor of 
Princeton, is numbered among the boys in blue who went forth 
to the defense of the Union, and valiantly followed the stars and 
stripes until the old flag floated over the capital of the Southern 
Confederacy, lie was born in Stark County, ()hio. May 21, 1843, 
and at the age of sixteen came to Gibson County with his father, 
William Shopbcll, who is now living in Homer, Michigan, at the 
age of seventy-seven. He is a native of Pennsylvania, an I in earlv 
manhood married Harriet Miller. Their only surviving child is 
George W.; those who have passed away arc Mary, Miranda, 
M. L., William, Sarah, Hattie and Alice. When only eighteen 
years of age, George W. Shopbcll, in December, 1861. enlisted in 
Company D, Fifty-eighth Indiana Infantry. He served for three 
years without being absent from his company on a furlough or 
on sick leave, and his loyalty was above question. After his return 
he learned the carpenter’s trade in Princeton, and for more than 
twenty years has been engaged in contracting and building here. 
For many years the firm of Shopbcll & Chambers, of which he was 
the senior partner, did the most extensive business in their line in 
thecitv. lie has been connected with the erection of the greater 
part of the best buildings in the city and vicinity, and on all sides 
stand evidences of Ids handiwork. He is most energetic and pro¬ 
gressive, is true to every trust committed to his care and has the 
respect and confidence of the entire community. Mr. Shopbcll 
was married February 25, 1869, to Nancy F. Ervin. Her father, 
Robert Ervin, was born in Ireland, and married Martha Stormon^ 
His death occurred in 1847, bers * n i860. Their children were 
Margaret, deceased wife of John E. Lillie: James, also deceased, 
who married Margaret Muniford: John R.. who married Saral 
Finney ; and Catherine, deceased wife of D. C. Wood who uieci 
in the army. The two children of Mr. and Mrs. Shopbcll are 
Clifford (\, an architect of Evansville, who married Winncfred 
Dunlap; and Kate, wife of Frank Forthoffcr. Mr. Shopbcll is pad 
grand of Princeton Lodge. 1 . O. (). F., and is an active member 
of Archer Post, G. A. R. His name is the synonym of honorable 
business dealing and he is a worthy representative of the industrial 
interests of Princeton. 

ALFRED S. FORD is prominently connected with the indus- 
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(rial interests of (iilvson County, and is now successfully iterating 
planing mill in Princeton. I Ic was born in lledfordshire, Falkland, 
February i. 1835, a son of James A. Ford and Jane l». Ford. 
Ilis father established the first nursery in Gibson County, and 
was a leading representative of the business interests of this lo¬ 
cality for many years. Tie died in 1883, at the age of seve lty- 
ninc. I11 the family were four children—Charles, who died in 
181)5: Alfred S.: Annie, wife of George Mills: and Josiah. Since 
1845 Alfred S. Ford lias been a resident of Princeton. He ac¬ 
quired his education in its public schools, learned the carpenter’s 
trade with the firm of Turner P»rothers. and for many years fol¬ 
lowed that occupation. For the past fifteen years his attention 
has been devotee! to cabinet making and the lumber business, and 
he is now successfully conducting a planing mill in Princeton. He 
is a man of known reliability and his energy, capable management 
and diligence have brought to him an excellent trade and made 
him one of the leading representatives of Princeton's commcrc’ai 
interests, 'fhe success which has attended his efforts is well mer¬ 
ited. At the call of duty Mr. Ford laid aside all personal con¬ 
siderations, and in 1862 joined the boys in bine of Company A, 
Fightieth Indiana Infantry, which was attached to the Twenty- 
third Army Corps under General Scofield, lie was wounded at 
Rcsacn bv a piece of shell, but after six weeks spent in the hospital 
rejoined his regiment in Decatur, Georgia. and went in pursuit of 
Hood. When the object of that campaign was attained the regi¬ 
ment joined Sherman’s army in North Carolina, and at Salisbury, 
that state. Mr. Ford was mustered out with the rank of sergeant, 
lie at once returned to his family and his home. T11 Princeton, 
in May. 1858, he had married Klizabcth A., daughler of Wash¬ 
ington Rice, a pioneer of Gibson Countv from Virginia. They 
have six children Fucv. wife of F. A. Sharp: Kate: Frank \V., 
who married Annie McCrea: Nellie: George T. and Arthur D. In 
politics Mr. Ford is a Republican, and while a member of the town 
council from the Second Ward was active in securing the appro¬ 
priation for the east school building. Public-spirited and pro¬ 
gressive, he is deeply interested in all that pertains to the welfare 
of the community and is one of Princeton’s most valued and 
respected citizens. 

A. R. NTCKFY.--Among the quiet, earnest men whose depth 
of character and strict adherence to principles excite the admir¬ 
ation of all. is this gentleman : yet he is not unknown to the public 
for his business relations have brought him into prominence and 
he is a leading representative of commercial interests in Southern 
Indiana. His excellent success is due to his own efforts. The 
spirit of self-help is the source of all genuine worth, in the indi¬ 
vidual. and it has been the means of bringing to him a prosperity 
which is well merited. Mr. Nickey was born in Whitley County, 
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Indiana, August 22, 1844, a son of Samuel Nickey, of Virginian 
birth, who in early life followed the cooper’s trade, but afterward 
became a successful farmer, l ie married Fdizabeth Cirayless, and 
they had four children—David W., an extensive farmer and stock- 
raiser of Whitley County; Rebecca, wife of Silas Briggs; Mary, 
wife of Samuel Pierce, of Chicago; and A. B., of this sketch. Both 
the paternal and maternal grandfather of our subject were Conti¬ 
nental soldiers in the war of the Revolution, and the latter, William 
(irayless, was in Detroit in 1812, with (ieneral llill, at the time 
of the surrender. A. B. Nickey spent his boyhood and youth in 
his parents’ home in Whitley and Allen Counties, and followed 
farming until thirty-two years of ago. He then turned his atten¬ 
tion to the lumber business in Cherubusco, Indiana, where he re¬ 
mained for five years, when he removed to Auburn, operating a 
large lumber plant there for six years, lie is now the most ex¬ 
tensive hard wood lumber manufacturer in Southern Indiana. He 
came to Princeton in 1887. and erected a plant with a capacity of 
two million feet of lumber per year. He has recently enlarged 
his facilities by the establishment of a factory in Auburn, which 
makes his lumber business the leader in this line in Southern 
Indiana. His patronage has assumed extensive proportions, and 
the output of his factories is of such superior quality that his busi¬ 
ness is steadily increasing. lie is also the owner of large farms 
in (iibson and Allen Counties. Mr. Nickey was married in Whit¬ 
ley County, November 13, 1867, 1 ° Alpha L., daughter of Francis 
Mossman, who came from Ohio to Indiana in 1832. They have 
four children—Samuel M., William, Maxie N., wife of E. L. 
McLellan, of Columbia City, Indiana; and Alice. Mr. Nickey 
is a prominent Mason, having attained the thirty-second degree 
of the Scottish Rite in the Indianapolis Consistory, while of Fort 
Wayne Chapter and Comanindery he is also a member. 

SETI l WARD, Sr., has been identified with the business inter¬ 
ests of Princeton since 1847, and ls one of the self-made men of 
(iibson County, (ienuine success is not likely to be the result 
of mere chaiice or fortune, but is something to be labored for and 
sought out with consecutive effort. It comes as a reward of earn¬ 
est endeavor, and it is thus that Mr. Ward has gained the pros¬ 
perity to which a well spent life justly entitles luim. Born in 
Amelia County, Virginia, July 10, 1823. he is a son of Josiah and 
Temperance (Brown) Ward, who removed to Illinois about 1828. 
locating in White County. There both parents died within a 
short time, and the family of nine children was left without home 
or friends. Of this family our subject is now the only survivor. 
Through liis boyhood he worked on a farm ami in the summer 
earned the means which enabled him to attend the common 
sellings during the winter. He afterward went to New 1 larnionv, 
Indiana, where he learned the trade of a saddler, and after work- 
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ing as a journeyman in various parts of tin* country for a time, 
he came to Princeton in the fall of 1847. No other business man 
in the place has continued longer in business than he, and his 
honorable dealing and thorough reliability has justly made him 
a leader in business circles. JI is life has been one of industry and 
perseverance, lie is the patentee of several articles used in con¬ 
nection with harness, including the Ward hack band hook, which 
is widely known and widely sold to the wholesale trade. Two 
years ago Mr. Ward sold the business to his son, Seth Ward, Jr., 
who has since conducted it successfully. On the 12th of July, 
1893, the buildings on a plot of ground two hundred and twenty- 
two feet front were Imrncd, but within six months he had replaced 
tin*sc with a line brick block much better than the original struc¬ 
tures. Mr. Ward was married December 4, 1849, Mary Jane, 
the eldest daughter of Willis Howe, a pioneer settler of (iibson 
County, and a well known and respected citizen. Mrs. Ward is a 
native of Princeton, and by her marriage became the mother of 
nine children, of whom live died in early life. The four living arc 
Annie P>.. wife of James II. Warwick, of Princeton; Dr. John P. 
Ward, of this city; Dr. V. S. Ward, of New York City; and Seth 
Ward, Jr., who succeeded to his father’s business in 1894. The 
mother of this family died June 2. 1880, beloved by all who knew 
her. She was a life-long member of the Presbyterian Church and 
soon after their marriage Mr. Ward united with that church, of 
which he has been an elder for thirty years. In politics he was a 
Whig, and on the organization of the Republican party joined its 
ranks. I Ic has twice served as a member of the town council, and 
has ever taken a deep and active interest in promoting the welfare 
of the count y. 11 is life has been honorable and upright awl 
through the long years of his residence in Princeton he has ever 
merited the highest regard of his fellow townsmen. 

STKKLK l\ < il LM( )RK, D. I). S.. who is successfully engaged 
in the practice of dentistry in Princeton, was born in Tarcntum, 
Pennsylvania, a son of Rev. John and Jane L. (Steele) Gilmore. 
Mis father was of Scotch descent, his mother of Irish lineage. 
They were married in Pennsylvania, became the parents of four 
sons and one daughter, and are now residing in ()skaloosa, Ohio, 
having located in the latter state at an early day. The Doctor 
was reared in (>hio, and acquired bis literary education in Leb¬ 
anon, that state. In Columbus he began the study of dentistry 
and was licensed to practice in 1871. Ife first opened an office 
in Columbus, hut after about a year removed to Mavsville, and 
fourteen months later came to Princeton, which has been his home 
since ( )ctober, 1873. 11 is success in his profession has been most 

marked and demonstrates his superior skill and ability along this 
line. In i8<jo he went abroad and took a special course in dental 
surgery in Paris. In 1892 he graduated from the Haskell Pros- 
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tlvet’ic School of Chicago, and in his practice makes a specialty of 
bridge work. The science of dentistry is comparatively a new 
one. It was unknown for centuries after the medical science was 
utilized by man and nowhere can more rapid progress he shown 
than has been made along this line. Dr. Gilmore has kept fully 
abreast with the times, using the most advanced appliances and 
improved methods known to the profession, lie belongs to the 
Indiana State Dental Association and ranks high with liis pro¬ 
fessional brethren and the public as well. The Doctor is regarded 
as one of the most active and influential citizens of Princeton, hav¬ 
ing been prominently connected with substantial progress for 
many years, lie is president of the Princeton Mining Company, 
is a director ami stockholder in the water works company, is presi¬ 
dent of the State building and Loan Association of Princeton, 
and is also president of the Commercial Club, lie is serving as 
secretary of the school board, is a member of the United Presby¬ 
terian Church, ami docs all in his power to promote the moral, 
social, educational and material welfare of the community. In 
politics he is a Republican. In 1879 was celebrated the marriage 
of Dr. Gilmore and Miss llettic Blair, daughter of W. W. Blair, 
of Princeton. They have four children. Their home is noted 
for its hospitality and is Hie center of a cultured society circle. 
The Doctor and his wife are both popular and highly esteemed, 
and their friends throughout the community are many. 

WILLIAM S. SP 1 LMAN, who has been an important factor 
in the political and business life of Gibson County, and is an es¬ 
teemed resident of Princeton, was born in Vanderburgh County. 
Indiana, September 4, 1838, a son of Giestcrficld C. and Mahahi 
(Williams) Spilman. His father was a native of Gibson County, 
and in 1877 removed to Arkansas, where he died in 1879, a * the 
age of sixty-seven years. The grandfather, Samuel Spilman, was 
a native of Kentucky, ami came to this comity al>oiit 1805. lie 
married a daughter of John H. Hunter, who served for seven years 
in the Revolutionary war, and Samuel Spilman was also one of 
the heroes in that sanguinary struggle, which happily resulted in 
American independence. On coming to Gibson County he lo¬ 
cated in Montgomery township, where he followed farming and 
tanning until his death. The mother of otir subject was horn in 
Posey County, Indiana, in 1818, and died in Illinois, hi 1845. 
She was a daughter of William Williams, a native of Tennessee, 
and a pioneer settler of Posey County. William S. Spilman, of 
this review, is the eldest of a family of two sons and two daughters. 
He was reared under the parental roof, and from an early age 
assisted in the labors of the farm and tannery. He gained a com¬ 
mon school education, and when fourteen years of age started 
out in life for himself, since which time he has been dependent 
ii|i*on his own resources. Whatever success he has achieved in 
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life has come as the reward of his labor. Mr. Spilman was mar¬ 
ried August 21, 1859, to J lelcu L). Camp, daughter of J)r. Joseph 
C amp, of Lynnvillc, Indiana. They began their domestic life on 
a farm, which Mr. Spilman cultivated until July 22, 1861, when 
he felt that his highest duty he owed to his country, and entered 
the l’nion service as a member of Company H, First Indiana Cav¬ 
alry. in 18O2 he was made sergeant, and with that rank was 
honorably discharged September 14, 1864, having participated in 
the battles of Freclerickstown, Helena,Little Rock and Fine lllufts. 
()n his return from the army, Mr. Spilman resumed farming in 
Warrick County. The following year he was elected County 
Commissioner of that county on the Republican ticket, and later 
also became a candidate for Sheriff, for which office he was de¬ 
feated by a very few votes, although the county was Democratic, 
lie followed farming until 1875, when he removed to Uoonville, 
where he negaged in the livery business for a short time. He 
then went to Lynnvillc, where lie carried on the same business 
until 1879, at which time he again went to Uoonville. Later he 
conducted a livery ham in Mt. Vernon until 1887. In that year he 
came to Princeton, where he has since remained in the livery 
stable business. For two years he served as marshal of Mt. 
Vernon, and in 1894 was elected marshal of Princeton for a four 
years’ term, so that he is now serving in that capacity. He has 
made a good marshal, and holds the esteem and respect of all. 
Mr. ami Mrs. Spilman have one son and three daughters, and 
have given their children good educational privileges, lie has 
always been a Republican in politics, is a Master Mason, belongs 
to the J eastern Star, and holds membership in the Knights of 
Pythias fraternity. 

W. R. STKICLK, a prominent citizen and business man of 
Princeton, was horn in Hibson County, April 24, 1845. His 
father, Robert Steele, a native of Kentucky, came to this county 
when a young man, and was married here to Eliza, daughter of 
William Reavis. Their children were John Q. A., who was first 
lieutenant of Company h, J vveuty-secoml Indiana Infantry, and 
was killed in battle; James M., a prosperous farmer of Columbia 
township; Tabitha V., deceased wife of Samuel Dodds; Martin 
L., of Hibson County, who was a soldier in the First Indiana 
Cavalry; Alo nzo M ., who belonged to the same regiment and is 
living in Hibson County; Mary E., wife of John A. Farmer; 
Robert L.. who served in Company F, Fifty-eighth Indiana In¬ 
fantry; \Y. R., of this sketch; (icorge W., of Hibson County; 
Dicy, wife of Dr. Lucius Wilson; and Lewis, of Vanderburgh 
County. Indiana. W. R. Steele was reared in his father’s liome 
and the c|u«olucle of farm life was first interrupted by the country’s 
call to arms. 1 le enlisted as a member of Company A, First In¬ 
diana ( avalry, was mustered in at Tndianapolis, and with his 
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regiment was stationed much of the time in Arkansas, where 
they engaged largely in scouting. As the regiment was mustered 
out before his time expired, lie was transferred to the artillery 
service and continued at the front until honorably discharged at 
Duvall’s Bluff. When the war was over lie liad not yet attained 
his majority, but his youth was no limit to his bravery, and witli 
the loyalty worthy of the cause he faithfully performed the duties 
allotted to him. Mr. Steele returned to the plow and continued 
his farming operations until the fall of 1890, when he removed 
to Princeton to assume the duties of County Recorder. He was 
nominated and elected for that office 011 the Republican ticket. 
In 1895 he began dealing in carriages and in connection now 
carries a line of agricultural implements, lie is one of the wide¬ 
awake and progressive business men of the city, and his reliable 
methods and straightforward dealing, combined with great cn- 
ergy, have secured him a large business ami a comfortable com¬ 
petence. On the 1st of March, 1868, Mr. Steele married Maggie 
•1C, daughter of AlexHUolcomb. Mr. and Mrs. Steele have eight 
children—Festus A., a Methodist minister of Evansville, Indiana; 
(Justus A., a partner in his father’s store; Charlie; Walter; Roy; 
Maude, deceased; Nellie and Myrtle. 

H. 11 . N 1 EKAMP, superintendent of the schools of Gibson 
County, was born on the 23d of July, 1868. Tlmugh a young 
man, he lias won an enviable reputation as an educator, and is 
fully competent to fill the position to which he was elected, an 
election which was a tribute to his personal worth, as well as his 
professional ability, for he is a native son of Gibson County, and 
his record is one well known to its citizens. His father is William 
Nickamp, a farmer of Barton township, and a gentleman of Ger¬ 
man birth, who came to Gibson County during the ’40s. He was 
married here to Maria Schwcppe, a native of Germany, born in 
1839. They became parents of ten children, nine of whom are 
living, namely: William, John, H. H., Fred W., G. A., George 
II., Hannah, Carrie, and Marv. Mr. Nickamp acquired his early 
education in the country schools, and afterward enjoyed tlie ad¬ 
vantages of a course in the State University of Indiana. He en¬ 
tered upon the profession of teaching at the age of eighteen, and 
in that calling lias been most successful. Deeply interested in 
tfie cause of the sdwiols his earnest efforts ami practical methods 
enabled him to gain a proficiency that lias won him a place 
among educators. To his present position he was called in June, 
1895, being elected bv the board of trustees of Gibson County. 
II is broad and comprehensive knowledge of the needs of the 
schools and his well formulated |>olicy as to methods and manage¬ 
ment makes him a most efficient county superintendent and Gib¬ 
son County is fortunate in the selection of one so well fitted to dis¬ 
charge the Ivonorous duties of the office. He belongs to the 
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Knights of Pythias fraternity. ami is a social, genial gentleman, 
whoso courtesy anil true worth has won him many friends. 

WILLIAM S. LNNLS, one of the progressive citizens of 
Princeton, claims (iibson County as -the place of his nativity. I le 
was horn November 28. 1862, a son of Lmbree and Martha (Kirk) 
Limes. 11 is father was a native of this county, and died at the 
early age of twenty-one. I11 August, 1862, he had entered his 
country’s service as a member of Company It. Sixtv-fifth Indiana 
Infantry, lie faithfully followed the stars and stripes until illness 
overtook him and he was brought home, but the next day he 
died. The paternal grandparents were Jolm and Nancy Limes, 
the former a native of North Carolina,and an early settler of Wash¬ 
ington township, (iibson County. "Hie Limes family is of Scotcli- 
Irish origin. Mrs. Martha Limes, mother of our subject, was 
born and reared in Gibson County, and still makes her home here. 
She is a daughter of Robert and Susan (Redman) Kirk, also pio¬ 
neers of this locality. William S. Limes was an only child, lie 
was reared on the farm in Washington township, and spent his 
boyhood days midst play and work. 11 is elementary education 
was obtained in the .common schools, and he was afterward grad¬ 
uated on .the completion of the teacher’s course in the IndianaCen- 
tral Normal College at Danville in 1883. In 1886 he embarked in 
general merchandising in Hazleton, Indiana, where he remained 
for a year and a half, after which lie spent three years as a salesman 
in a hardware store in Princeton. In September, 1889, he was 
appointed deputy county treasurer, in which capacity lie served 
until November, 1894, since which time he has been engaged 
in the real estate and general insurance business, lie is a wide¬ 
awake, enterprising man, possessed of the true progressive spirit 
of the west. I11 1889 was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Limes ami 
Miss Lucy Kightlv, of Hazleton, Indiana, a most estimable lady, 
and a member of the Methodist Lpiscopal Church. They have 
two children—Vesper and Darle. Mr. Limes is also an active 
member of the Methodist Church, and socially is collected with 
the Knights of Pythias and Masonic fraternities. In politics he 
is a stalwart Republican, and in the fall of 1896 became the Re¬ 
publican candidate for Treasurer of Gibson County, ami made a 
very creditable race, being defeated by a very small majority, and 
by such means as has induced a contest of such election. Mr. 
Limes is a p<vpular voting man, ami all he has accomplished has 
been by individual effort, and to him belongs much credit for the 
success he has achieved in life. 

JOHN K. SHULL is engaged in <thc livery business in Princ- . 
ton. lie was born in Gibson County, January 10, 1867, and is 
a son of George W. Shull, of Fort I’ranch. Mis early boyhood 
days were spent on the home farm, and he soon became familiar 
with all the duties that fall to Hie lot of the agriculturist. He 
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acquired a fair education in the common schools, supplemented 
by a two years’ course in the high school of Princeton. From 
the age of twelve years he has been mainly dependent upon his 
own efforts, and the success he lias achieved has come as the re¬ 
ward of his diligence and capable management. Throughout life 
'he has been engaged in dealing in horses. During his boyhood 
lie was thus employed, and in 1889 l ,c embarked in the business 
of breeding horses. The following year lie purchased a liverv 
stable in Princeton, which was recently burned, but business was 
continued in another barn in Princeton. This piece of bad luck 
seemed to not discourage him. and with his characteristic pluck 
and energy he is rapidly building up again, lie owns fine trot¬ 
ting horses and has some excellent farming property, ami is a 
thorough-going business man, who carries to successful comple¬ 
tion whatever he undertakes. lie was married in 1892 to Miss 
Florence Summers, and they have two children. He belongs 
to the Knights of Pythias ami Knights of Honor societies, and 
in politics is a Republican. 

JESSE C. KIM HALL is a representative of tlie mercantile in¬ 
terests of Princeton, and possesses the true progressive spirit of 
the west, which has produced in the Mississippi valley a develop¬ 
ment and advancement that places this section of the country on 
a par with the older east Mr. Kimball was born in Posey County, 
Indiana, April 1, 1831, and is a son of Elisha ami Marv (Boyle) 
Kimball. His father was born in Henderson, Kentucky, and 
died in Louisiana while on a business trip in 1836. He was at 
•tluit time making his home in Gibson County. He left two sons, 
William, who is now living retired in Owensvillc, and Jesse C. 
'Hie paternal grandparents of our subject were Jesse and Elizabeth 
(Rolinson) Kimball: The latter was a native of Pennsylvania 
and of German lineage. The former was born in M ansach u ne tt * , 
and was one of the heroes of the Revolution. The Kimlxall family 
is of English origin and the ancestry can be traced l>ack to 1446, 
in Cumberland County, England. Four brothers of the name 
founded the family in Massachusetts in 1632. Jesse Kimball, the 
grandfather, removed from Massachusetts to Kentucky, and in 
1806 became one of the pioneers of Gibson Codnty, his nearest 
neighbor at that time being five miles away. While living in 
Kentucky two Indians became offended at him and burned his 
residence, which contained his discharge papers from tlie Colonial 
army. He died in Gibson County in 185#? aged ninety-eight 
years. Jesse Kimball therefore comes of a family of long-identi¬ 
fication with Gibson County. At the age of thirteen years he went 
to Evansville, where he learned tlie tinners trade. In 1851 he 
came to Princeton and embarked in business as a dealer in hard¬ 
ware, tinware and stoves, but during the Civil war he put aside 
all personal considerations to enter his country’s service with the 
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hoys in blur of Company A, Eightieth Indiana Infantry, lie 
eniisted in September, 1862, ami was made First Lieutenant, but 
after six months resigned on account of failing health. I le is now 
a member of Archer Post, (i. A. K. In 1855 Mr. Kimball married 
Amanda E. Johnston, a native of Paoli, Indiana, then living in 
Kvansville. 'Iliey are members of the Presbyterian Church and 
are most highly esteemed citizens of Princeton. During Mr. 
Kimball's army service his wife conducted the store and on his 
return he resumed business, and has since devoted his energies 
to the same, lie began life with little capital, but through his 
well directed efforts has acquired a comfortable competency, and 
is now the oldest merchant in his line in Princeton. In early life 
he was a I )emocrat,bnt since tilie organization of 4 *hr party has be n 
a stalwart Republican. Fraternally he is a Royal Arch Mason. 

J <)11 N F. J< >YCK, proprietor of the Rubber lire Livery, of 
Princeton, was born in Sullivan County, Indiana, on the loth of 
( >ctober, 1868, and is a son of William and Nancy J. (Whitman) 
Joyce. Mis father was a native of Ireland, and during his child¬ 
hood came with his parents to America, the family locating in 
Now York. At an early day in the history of this state he took 
up his resilience within its liordcrs, and was married here to Miss 
Whitman, who was born in Indiana. For a numl>cr of years he 
engaged in school teaching, but since the war has devoted his 
energies mainly to farming. At the country's call for troops to 
aid in suppressing the rebellion be enlisted in Patoka, Indiana, as 
a member of Company P>. First Indiana Cavalry, and served 
until the close of the war. John E. Joyce is the only child of his 
parents, lie was born on a farm, but after the age of five years 
was reared in Sullivan, and acquired his education in its public 
schools. (>n the 7th of November, 1887, entered upon his busi¬ 
ness career as a proprietor of a livery in Sullivan, where he 
remained in business until August, 1896. He has, however, re¬ 
sided in Princeton since October. 1891, and carried on a similar 
business at this place. The fine brick building which he occupies 
was completed in Septemlxjr, 1895. and he has one the best 
equipped livery barns in this section of the state. He has pros¬ 
pered in his business, owing to his well directed efforts, his energy 
and his perseverance. On the nth of October, 1893, was con¬ 
summated the marriage of Mr. Joyce and Olive P>. Heston, 
daughter of Joseph S. Heston, of Hibson County. Mr. Joyce is 
a member of the Odd Fellows Society and the Knights of Pythias 
fraternity. In politics he is a Democrat, and at the 1896 county 
convention was honored bv his party with the nomination for 
representative, but later withdrew from the race. 

ROKKRT ARCHER WOODS is one of the most prominent 
representative of the Knights of Pythias fraternity in Tndfcma, and 
one of the leading citizens of Princeton, l ie was born on a farm 
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near Princeton, January 5, 1861. a son of Deno Rrnwii and Lu¬ 
cinda C. (Archer) Woods. Te former was born in Gibson County 
in 1835. The later was a daughter of Robert Archer, who came 
to this county at an early day. Roth the paternal and maternal 
ancestry of our subject were natives of South Carolina, and de¬ 
scended from sturdy Scotch Covenanter stock, who have formed 
a substantial element in American citizenship. Leaving the South 
because of their belief in the injurious effects of the system of 
slavery, then came to Indiana, and located in t/lie Scotch settle¬ 
ment in Gibson County, becoming prominent in its development 
ami upbuilding. The grandfather, Samuel 11. Woods, was one 
of the pioneer farmers of this locality. The father of our subject 
here spent his entire life, and during the Civil War joined Com¬ 
pany A, Fiftieth-eighth Indiana Infantry. With his regiment he 
went to the front and gave his life in defense of his country at the 
battle of Resaca, May 14, 1864. 

Robert A. Wooods was educated in the public schools of Prince¬ 
ton and the Indiana University, where he was graduated in 1881, 
with the degree of Rachelor of Science. Later lie studied at the 
University Liepsic, Germany, and after his return to his native 
land, was engaged for a short time in the study of law, but aban¬ 
doned that pursuit to accept the position of dqriitv clerk of the 
Gibson Circuit Court. He was thus engaged until a re¬ 
cent date, when he resigned in order to accept a responsible posi¬ 
tion in the People's National Rank of Princeton. 

Tn September. 1889. Mr. Woods wedded Mary Hall, of this citv, 
and they have an infant son. Mrs. Woods' father was Tolin R. 
Hall, a son of Judge Samuel Hall, cx-Lieutenant Governor of In¬ 
diana. Mr. Woods is a Republican in politics, and warmlv advo¬ 
cates Hie party principles. He served as secretary of the first 
building and loan association organized in Princeton, and was a 
prominent member of the Rusiness Men's Association, now the 
Commercial Chib. 

Mr. Woods was a charter member of Ascaton Lodge. No. 155, 
of Princeton, organized October 19, 1886, ami in January, 1890. 
became ptast Chancellor. His first appearance in the Grand 
Lodge was in the session of 1892, and he was there made a mem¬ 
ber of the finance committee for the ensuing year. Tn the session 
of 1893 -lie was made deputy grand chancellor for the Fourteenth, 
Pythian Distinct of Indiana, and is now serving Iris third year in 
the capacity. Tie is also a prominent member of the Maasonic 
fraternity, being a Knight Templar and thirty-sccond-degrcc 
Mason, and bolds Hie office of grand king in the Grand Chapter 
of Royal Arch Masons in Indiana. 

GTLRERT R. STORMONT was born in Gibson Countv. in 
1843. His father was William Stormont, a native of South Caro¬ 
lina, and who came to Gibson County in 1832, settled in the forest 
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cast of Princeton, ami went to work tt> clear up a farm, and there 
lived until 1,873, when he removed to Princeton,^ where he died 
in 181/4, hi his 87th vear. Mr. Stormont’s mother s maiden name 
was Flvira Caruthers. She was a native t*f Tennessee. Her 
dentil occurred in 1855. She had six children-, of whom Gilbert 
R. is the second oldest, lie was educated in the scltools of the 
neighborhood, and in the academic scliools of Princeton, hor 
two years he was a student in tlic State University at lilooniing- 
ton, Indiana. 

In 1861 he enlisted as a private in Company B, Fiftv-cighth In¬ 
diana Volunteer Infantry, and was mustered out at Hie cud of his 
term of service as a corporal, having participated in aW Hie marches 
and battles of the regiment. 

After his return home, he first engaged in teaching, afterward 
in merchandising, and then drifted into the newspaper Iwisi- 
ncss. In 1873 he went to Albion, Illinois, ami there established 
the Albion Journal, add continued its publication for three years. 
After selling out that journal, Mr. Stormont returned to Prince¬ 
ton, purchased the Clarion, a weekly paper, which he has since 
continued to successfully publish. The paper is devoted to the 
interest of the Republican party, to Gibson County ami Prince¬ 
ton. As an editor and newspaper publisher, Mr. Stormont has 
gained desirable reputation. He recently compiled and published 
“Might’s History of the Fifty-eighth Indiana Regiment.” He is 
a member of the Grand* Army of the Republic, of which organiza¬ 
tion he has been Department Commander of Indiana. He and 
wife are active members of tbc United Presbyterian Church. Tn 
1870 was cclebraated the marriage of Mr. Stormont and Miss Kate 
Keys. Unto the marriage five children have been born—two 
daughters are deceased, anti three sons survive. 

Mrs. Stormont is a daughter of James M. and Catherine Keys. 
Her father recently died, after residing in the county nearly forty 
years. 

Mr. Keys was born near Hrllslynro, Highland County, Ohio, 
September 19. 1810. His father was Colonel Williaam Kevs, an 
officer in the war of 1812. and a native of Rockbridge County, 
Virginia. His mother was a Donald, ami her ancestry were 
of Scottish origin. In T834, Mr. Keys was married to Catherine 
lb Hand, daughter of Dr. Jasper Hand, of Hillsboro. Olrio. who 
also distinguished himself in the war of 1812 as an armv surgeon. 
Catherine Hand's grandfather was General FxKvard Hand, who 
rendered distinguished service at several of the important battles 
of the revolutionary war. During the latter years of the war he 
was Adjutant-General on General Washington's staff. 

MARTIN W. FIFUDS. attorney-at-law, of Priivccton, has at¬ 
tained an enviable position at the bar of Gibson County, and has 
been connected with much of the imjjortant litigation of the 
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courts ill this section of the State. I !e lias also occupied a position 
of no little prominence in pditcal affairs in tiie county, and is a 
man of intrinsic worth, esteemed in all the relations of life. 

Mr. Fields was lioni in White County, Illinois, June i, 1851, a 
son of Joshua and Manesa (Orr) Fields. The grandfather, 
Thomas Fields, was horn in Virginia, of English parentage, ami 
married a German lady. Joshua Fields was born in White 
County, Illinois, and his wife was a native of Murirec’sboro, Ten¬ 
nessee. Her father, William Orr, was lx>rn in the north of Ire¬ 
land, and when 18 years of age, was apprenticed to a weaver, hut 
ran away, and coming to this country located in North Carolina. 

Joshua Fields was a farmer and merchant, but at the opening of 
the Civil War put aside a’U business considerations, and in Octo¬ 
ber, 1861, enlisted in Company B, Fifty-sixth Illinois Infantry. 
He rose to the rank of First Lieutenant, was killed at the battle 
of Mission Ridge November 25, 1863, and was buried in the Na¬ 
tional Cemetery at Chattanooga. His wife survived him many 
years, but is now deceased. Of their nine children three are 
iiving. 

Martin W. Fields was reared on a farm, educated in the com¬ 
mon schools, and at Hie age of 16 began teaching, which profes¬ 
sion lie followed for nine years.In Hie meantime he studied law un¬ 
der the direction of Judge Land, and was admitted to the bar in 
1876. For two years he practiced in partnership with WiMiam 
H. Trippett. In 1883 he formed a partnership with Lucius C. 
Enrbuc, the connection continuing for threce years, after which 
he entered into partnership with John W. Ewing, the firm of 
Fields & Ewing being maintained until 1890, since which time he 
has been alone. 

Mr. Fiekls was married in the same year, 1890, to Minnie Lhid- 
lev, daughter of Dr. C. F. Lindley, of Morgan County, Indiana. 
They have 011c child, Mary. In the Presbyterian Church they 
hold membership, ami *in social circles occupy a high position. 
Politically, Mr. Fields is a stalwart Republican, and in 1888 was 
elected to represent Gibson County in the State Legislature, where 
he served on Hie committees on judiciary, claims and organization 
and rules of court. He was also appointed on a special committee 
to investigate Hie condition of the insane, asylums of Indiana. His 
public career and his private life are alike above reproach ami 
devotion to duty ami fidelity to trust have farmed the permeat¬ 
ing influence in his character. 

SAMUEL R. ADAMS is a native son of Gibson County, where 
he is now serving as County Auditor. He was horn August 21, 
1859, an< l is a rqiresentative of a pioneer family of this locality. 
His grandfather, Samuel Adams, Sr., of Irish birth, located in 
Gihson County in the latter part of the eighteenth century, and 
here followed farming and merchandising until his death. He 
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married Margaret Neeley, an<l of their seven children, Thomas 
N., was (lie only son. Tie was horn in 1828, and spent his life as 
a merchant and grain dealer, lie served two terms as trustee of 
Johnson Township, and was a respected citizen of the community, 
lie married Margaret J. Parker, whose parents came from Rcn- 
ton County, Tennessee. Their children are Melly, wife of 
Jonathan Madden, of this county; Samuel R., Sidney, Elizabeth 
and Margaret, all deceased; Vandervcr ami Rcrtlia, wife of Robert 
Patterson, of Evansville. The father of this family died in 1891, 
the mother in 1873. 

Samuel R. Adams acquired his education in Fort Rranch, and 
entered U|xm his business career as a teacher in the country 
schools, lie afterward went to Evansville, where he secured a 
clerkship in the store of Miller Rrothers, and a year later went to 
Parsons. Kansas, where he accepted a clerkship in a mercantile 
establishment, and here remained for a year. He then returned 
home to assist his father, who had embarked in business at Fort 
llranch. In 1879 the stock was removed to Francisco, and in 
1885 Mr. Adams bought out his father, carrying 011 the business 
alone until the fall of 1894, when he sold his store in order to as¬ 
sume the duties of the office to which he was elected. 

Mr. Adams was the Republican candidate for Countv Auditor, 
and was elected by the flattering majority of 635. He is now 
fait h full v discharging t he duties of his position with a fidelity to 
the public trust that knows no wavering. He is a member of the 
Knights of Pythias fraternity. On the 24th of June, 1885, he 
wedded Ada Montgomery, daughter of Hr. 1 ). R. Montgomery, 
of Cynthiana. and they have one child, Margaret Fay, born April 
r, 1887. Their home is noted for its hospitality and their friends 
through the county are many. Mr. Adams is a man of intrinsic 
worth, esteemed in all the relations of life, and has the highest re¬ 
spect of those with whom he has been brought in contact. 

THOMAS A. WALTERS has spent bis entire life in Gibson 
County, and is numbered among the representatives of tbe hon¬ 
ored pioneer families who opened the wav to civilization in this 
region and laid the foundation for the present prosperity. His 
birth occurred a half mile east of Fort Franch, January 22, 1847. 
1 1 is father. Reuben T. Walters, was born on the site of the Metho¬ 
dist Church, in Fort Rranch, September 20, 1820, and in 1846 lo¬ 
cated on what is known as Hie Walters homestead, there residing 
until 1880. when he removed to the town of bis birth. His death 
occurred in April. 18115, and the community mourned the loss of 
011c of its esteemed citizens. T11 early life hr was a Whig, but 
espoused the cause of the Republican party from its organization, 
and voted for John C. Fremont when only two votes were cast for 
•that candidate in his precinct. Tic married Susan Smyth, a native 
r»f Ireland, who died April 23, 1891. Their children are Thomas 


Digitized by C^ooQle 



HISTORY OF GIBSON GOt'NTY. 


65 


A., M vrllc J. f wife of Samuel B. Est cf \ Sarah L., wife of Calvin 
Dinklcy, of Clay Center, Kansas: Susan, wife of Benjamin 1 \ 
Sfliannon; Janies 1 )., Richard S., ami Fannie, w»lio died January 
28, 1891. Alvin Walters, the grandfather of our subject, was a 
native of New York, and while engaged in fishing, was drowned 
by tlie capsizing of his boat off the coast of Belle Isle. 

Thomas A. Walters obtained his primary education in the 
schools of Fort Branch, and subsequently spent one year in school 
in Evansville, Indiana. His course, however, was interrupted bv 
his service in the army. He left Hie plav-ground for the field of 
battle, enlisting December 14, 1863, as a member of Company B, 
Tenth Indiana Cavalry, under Colonel T. M. Pace. The regiment 
operated chiefly in Tennessee and Mobile, Alabama, and when the 
war was over he was mustered out August 31, 1865, receiving an 
honorable discharge at Indianapolis on the 9th day of September. 

Returning once more to the pursuits of civil life, Mr. Walters 
engaged in the saw-mill business until 1876, when he was ap- 
|K>inted chief deputy under General Vail, Comity Sheriff, with 
whom he served two years. Tic was appointed to the same posi¬ 
tion by Sheriffs Chambers and Key, a fact which well indicates 
his efficiency. For nine years he held the position of collector 
with the Oslxim Company, and was assistant Claim agent for the 
Air Line Railroad Company for one year. I11 1894 he w'as 
elected County Recorder by a majority of 574. and is the present 
incumbent of that office. His public career lias been one of 
marked fidelity to duty and to the trust reposed in him. 

In Fort Brandi, October 30, 1895, Mr. Walters married Annie 
K., daughter of Captain H. C. West, who died from wounds re¬ 
ceived at the battle of Shiloh. He was a native of New Jersey, 
and married Phoebe E. Gcrenng. Mr. Walters is a valued mem¬ 
ber of the Odd Fellows Society, the Knights of Pythias fraternity,, 
of Ben Hur Tribe, and of Stephen Meade Post. No. 187, G. A. R. 
In politics he is a Republican, and a recognized leader of his 
|Kirtv in Gibson County. 

CHARLES W. BENTON, Deputy County Recorder of Gib¬ 
son County, and City Clerk of Princeton, was born hi this city, 
September 5, 1856. His father. J. T. Benton, is a carpenter of 
Oakland City. He was bom in Kentucky, and is a son of J. T. N. 
Benton, one of tlhe pioneers of Gibson County. The mother of 
onr subject. Mrs. Radiefl Benton, is a daughter of Henry F. Cole¬ 
man, and a sister of W. H. Coleman, of Princeton. Her chil¬ 
dren are Charles W., N. W., W. IT, J. H. and Fred. 

Charles W. Benton acquired Ins education in Hie public schools 
of Oakland City. Early in life he developed a strong love of 
music, and in order to become proficient as a cornctist, he entered 
a scliool in Cincinnati for the study of thorough bass and har¬ 
mony. In due time he completed his course, and for a number 
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of years was engaged in organizing and instructing hands in 
Southern Indiana. In 18R6 lie was elected City Clerk of Prince¬ 
ton on the Republican ticket, and has been five times rc-olcctcd. 
lie served as Assistant Deputy C ircuit Clerk under Mr. Coleman, 
and was appointed Deputy Recorder when Mr. Walters was 
elected to the superior office. No higher testimonial of his effi¬ 
ciency could he given than his frequent rc-elcction as Clerk. 
I 1 'very trust confided to his care is fulfilled with the utmost faith¬ 
fulness, and he has the respect and confidence of all. 

Mr. I’enlon was married in November, 1882, the lady of his 
choice being Jennie, daughter of James and Sophrona (Kirkman) 
Patterson. Their home is now blessed with two children—Agnes 
and Ruth. A lover of music, he has done much to promote the 
art in Princeton, and is now leader of the band in this city, lie 
is also a member of the Order of Hen llur. 

SAM Chi. P. WELHORN was one of Hibson's County hon¬ 
ored pioneers ami most prominent and respected citizens. He 
was born in North Carolina in 181and died in this countv in 
1875 n is father, Moses Wclborn, was a native of England, 
and with his father, emigrated to America in 1765. locating in 
Maryland. I (is wife bore the maiden name of Deborah Chipman. 

When a young man of twenty years, Samuel Wclborn came to 
Hibson County, and aided in opening up this region to civiliza¬ 
tion. He went through the usual experiences of frontier life and 
the hardships which be ami other pioneers endured made possible 
. the prosperity and advancement of the county to-dav. His life- 
work was farming, and though his career was uneventful as 
marked by puldic service, it was Imnorable and upright, furnish¬ 
ing an example well worthy of emulation. He was joined in 
wedlock in this county with Marv, daughter of James R. ami 
Nancy (Armstrong) Waters, the fatter a native of Ireland, and 
the former of Kentucky, whence they came to Hibson Countv in 
1808. spending their remaining days near Owcnsvillc. The 
father was a soldier in the war of 1812. Mrs. Wcll>om was horn 
in Hibson County, in 1815, and died in 1887. In their family 
were six sons and five daughters, whose identification with busi¬ 
ness and professional life in the county has prominently linked 
the name with its historv. 

^WELRORN is tlie Hdcst son of Samuel P. 
W c thorn, of whom mention is made above. He was bom on bis 
father’s farm February 14, 1838. ami assisted in the labors of its 
cultivation until nineteen years of age. He attended the public 
schools, for a short time was a student in the State University 
and at the age of nineteen began the study of medicine in Owen's- 
v . • ,8 5 8 1,0 entered the Ohio Medical College at Cincin- 

nati and 111 1859 was graduated at the Jefferson College of Phila¬ 
delphia. I cnusylvania, after which he took a post-graduate course. 
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111* then located in (hvcnsvillc, where lie practiced medicine un¬ 
til August u. 1862, when lie joined the Union Army as First 
Lieutenant of C ompany A, Eightieth Indiana Infantry. A month 
later he was appointed assistant surgeon, and after one year's 
service was made surgeon of his regiment, acting in that capacity 
until honorary discharged in September, 1865. 

Returning home. Dr. Wdborn successfully engaged in the 
practice of his profession for two years, when failing health qaused 
iiim to abandon it. In 1870, on the Democratic ticket, he was 
elected County Clerk, and by re-election was continued in that 
office for eight consecutive years. For five years he engaged in 
general mercantile business in partnership with W. D. I)owney, 
under the firm name of Downey & Welborn, but in the mean¬ 
time had become interested in the organization of the People's 
National Rank in 1873, and in 1885 was elected cashier, a position 
he Iras since acceptably filled. He was also one of the organizers 
of the Water Works Company, of which he is a stockholder and 
director, and in addition owns two valuable farms. 

Dr. Welborn was married in 1869 b) Marv F. Jeftild, a native of 
Hibson County, and they have four sons—Jerald, a clothing mer¬ 
chant: Oscar P., Maurice J. and diaries II. The doctor and his 
family hold membership in the First Presbyterian Church. For 
sixteen years he has served on the School Hoard, and is now its 
president. No man has done more in the interests of education 
than he. He was one of the active organizers of the Public Li- 
Ixrary, and is now purchasing agent for the same. Few interests 
in the town have not received from him substantiall aid and en¬ 
couragement, and he is a progressive, public-spirited citizen, 
whom Gibson County could ill afford to lose. 

COLONEL C,FORCE W. GORMAN was a native of New 
Haven, Connecticut. His birth occurred July 26. 1825, and his 
death at Owcnsville, Indiana, in 1887. He came west early in 
life and learned the printer’s trade, which he was following at 
Evansville, when he enlisted in the Mexican War, in which he 
served as Sergeant. For a while after Hie close of tliat military 
struggle, he was foreman of the Evansville Journal. In 1849 
lie married and settled at Owcnsville, Indian^, where he continued 
his place of residence until his death. He married Mary A. Mc- 
Quade, ami became the father of the following children: James 
l T ., deceased: George C.: Agnes, deceased: Florence, Emma and 
John C. He was prompt to answer the call for troops at the out¬ 
breaking of the Civil War: raised Company H, Seventeenth In¬ 
diana Infantry: became Captain of Hie company; rose to rank of 
Major; to Lieutenant-Colonel; resigned while serving as Lieuten¬ 
ant-Colonel, and was afterward appointed Colonel of the First 
Indiana Congressional District, ami in this capacity recruited and 


Digitized by Google 



IllRTOItY Of a I IKON COUNTY. 


08 


organized the One Hundred and TwcnticUi Indiana Infantry, and 
(lie 'rent’ll Indiana Cavalry. For a good many years after the 
war lie was engaged in the merchandise business at Owcnsville, 
and during the last years of his life was engaged in the real estate 
business and practice of law. Tie was a prominent leader in the 
Democratic party, and enjoyed the confidence and esteem of a 
wide acquaintance. 

GEORGE C. GORMAN, son of Colonel George W. Gorman, 
was born at Owcnsville, Indiana, July 15, 1852; was reared in his 
native town: there attended school and later spent two years in 
the State Cniversitv of Indiana; was associated with his fa'.her in 
business for many years: taught school: became associated with 
his brother, John C. Gorman, two years ago, since which time he 
has been assistant editor of the Princeton Democrat. 

JOHN C. GORMAN, editor and proprietor of the Princeton 
Democrat, was horn and reared at Owcnsville, Indiana. His 
birth occurred December 12, 1866. His father was Colonel 
George V? Gorman, of whom mention is made elsewhere in this 
volume. 

Ho was educated in the schools of Owcnsville; began his news¬ 
paper career there at the age of fifteen years; worked as a printer, 
there and elsewhere, up to 1888. in which year lie estahlishc I the 
()\\ ensviMc (ilcaner, a paper which lie successfully published, 
weekly, up to February, 1895, when he sold it. In March, of that 
year, Mr. Gorma'n purchased the Princeton Democrat, which he 
has since continued to issue. It is both a daily and scmi-wcckiv 
paper, and is ably edited. In 1891, Mr. Gorman married Miss 
Mary McGinnis, who passed to her final rest in December of i8*)6, 
leaving three children. Mr. Gorman is a Democrat in politics, 
and fraternally a member of the Knights of Pythias order. 

JAM ICS M’C< >RMICK, editor and proprietor of the Princeton 
News, was horn in Gibson County, Indiana. July 6. 1851. is a son 
of Rev. Thomas P». and Mary A. (McClure) McCormick, llis 
father was a native of Kentucky, and spent his life in the ministry 
as a Congrcgationalisf preacher. 

The subject of this mention was reared mainly in his native 
county, and was given a common school education. From 1870 
to 1880 lie was engaged in farming. In the latter year he be¬ 
came a resident of Princeton, where he was engaged in the hotel 
business for ohc year, and for six years thereafter lie was in the 
patent right business. In 1887, Mr. McCormick began his news¬ 
paper career by purchasing the Princeton Prohibition Era, which 
lie published for five or six years, and then suspended. In April, 
established the Princeton Evening News, and in 1894, 
Weekly News, which he has since successfully continued to issue. 
In 1892, he was the Prohibition candidate for Secretary of State 
for Indiana, but with bis party, suffered defeat. Mr. McCormick 


Digitized by 


Google 



HI8TOHY OF GUtSON COUNTY. 


69 


was married, in 1873, to Mary E. Garrison, and his home has been 
blessed by the birth of two sons. 

SAMUEL A. STEWART, of Princeton, occupies the position 
of Ulerk of the Circuit Court of Gibson County. He comes of 
sturdy Scotch ancestry, w1k> located in America anterior to the 
Revolution. The founder of the family in this country located in 
Virginia, and near Lynchburg, that state, on tire 9th of April, 1768, 
Thomas Stewart was born. On the 30th of January, 1794. he 
married Tirza Morrison, and one of their sons, Saniud (Ayers) 
Stewart, who was born December 10, 1797, located in Patoka, 
Indiana, in 1818. He foNowcd milling in his now home during 
the summer season, and in winter engaged in teaching school. 
Subsequently.he entered land and devoted the latter part of his 
life to farming, l lis well-directed business efforts, his energy and 
perseverance brought to him a comfortable competence. Of a 
deeply religious nature he united with the Methodist Church in 
early life, ami was licensed to preach in 1830. Four years later 
he was ordained a deacon at Mt. Carmel bv Hishop Roberts, and 
in 1847 was ordained an elder by Bishop Waugh. Public-spirited 
and progressive, lie was also active in public affairs, was elected 
associate judge in 1837, was appointed Probate Judge in 1845 
by Governor Whitcomb to fill out an unexpired term, and in Au¬ 
gust of Hie same year, was elected for a full term. In 1839 he 
served as County Tax Collector, and in the various positions 
which he was called to fill he ever discharged his duties with 
marked promptness ami fidelity. ()n the 29th of January, 1824, 
he married Lucinda, daughter of Robert Howe, who came from 
Kentucky.to Gibson County in pioneer days. They had eleven 
children, one of whom, John W., served as a soldier of Company 
A, Eightieth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, from August 10, 1862, 
until the close of the war. Samuel A. Stewart, the grandfather, 
died May 24, 1849, and fc be county thereby lost one of its valued 
citizens. 

Thomas Stewart, father of our subject, was born July 29. 1828, 
ami on the 29th of September, 1853, married Elizabeth (Payne) 
Hudelson. Four of their chiklrcn are now living, namely: 
Samuel A.; Gara E., wife of M. S. Knaub, and John H. 

Samuel A. Stewart, wliose name introduces this review, was 
bom near Patoka, July 17, 1854, ami acquired his early educa¬ 
tion in riie common schools, after which he entered the Evansville 
Commercial College, where he was graduated August 14, 1874. 
lie then entered his father's general mercantile store, where lie 
disefatvged the duties of a salesman until 1879, when the firm of 
Stewart & Danks was organized ami he was given an interest in 
the business. For fifteen years he was orre of the partners in that 
enterprise, and was prominently connected with the commercial 
interests of Patoka. In 1894 he was elected to the office of Clerk 
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of the Circuit Court of (lihson County, in which capacity he is now 
acceptably serving, lie also filled the position of Postmaster of 
Patoka for seven years, lie represents a family wliosc identifi¬ 
cation with the county has been long and honorable, and m the 
business and political life of this locality be too has hceen an im¬ 
portant and valued factor. Mr. Stewart and his estimable wife 
are members and active workers m the Methodist Kp scopal 
Church. He was married I)ecember 26, 1877. to Mary I;. Hanks, 
daughter of Rev. Thomas C. and Mary I). Hanks. I hey Iwve 
an interesting family of five children -Kditl. H.. Charles H.. Clara. 

Samuel Avers and Mary K. . , , 

I AC< >11 l ; I’.IRH is numberetl among the self-made men ot 
(ii'hson Countv. his success being attributable to his own perse¬ 
verance. earnest labor and close application to business. I Ic was 
horn live miles south of Greenville. lenncsscc. January i. 1027, 
n son of David and Mary (Broyles) Bird. both of whom were na¬ 
tives of Virginia. Removing to Fast Tennessee at an early da.v 
they were married in Greene County, and became the parents of 
sis sons and six daughters, of whom Jacob V. is the eleventh child. 
Ihitli flic Bird and Broyles families arc of C.erman lineage. I he 
parents died near Greecnvillc. where for many years the father 
had followed farming. Jacob F. Bird remained on the home farm 
until tweniv-fotir years of age. He was graduated in 1 usciilum 
College in Fast Tennessee in 1851. and in the same year took up 
his residence in Owensvillc, Indiana. Tic has since resided either 
in Owensvillc or Princeton. From 1851 until 1864 he taught 
sdi000 1 , and in the meantime by private study prepared for tbe 
practice of law, and in 1858 was admilttcd to the bar. For two 
vears thereafter lie devoted bis energies to the legal profession 
and then resumed school teaching. In 1864he embarked in mer¬ 
chandising in ( hvcnsvillc, and for thirteen years carried 011 busi¬ 
ness in partnership*with John Robb, after which he was in part¬ 
nership with John Smith for eight years. J hrough the following 
year his son was associated with him in business, and through 


the sttcccceding six years, Howard Mattck was his partner. Since 
May, 1896. he has been alone in business and from the public be 
receives a liberal patronage, for bis honorable dealing and courte¬ 
ous treatment commend him to the confidence of all. Mr. Bird 
voted with the Democratic party until 1876, since which time he 
has suppoprted either the Greenback or Prohibition party. ITe 
is an advocate of the free coinage of silver, and supports principle 
rather than party. Honored with several public offices, he served 
as county school examiner for six years, after which he resigned 
and in 1866 was elected to the lower Ivousc of the General Assem¬ 
bly of Indiana as n representative from Gibson County. Mr. 
Bird was married in 1853. to Cordelia Robb, who had three chil¬ 
dren and died in 1873. In 1874 he wedded Maria Sommers, who 
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departed this life in 1879, ami in 1880, lie led to Hie marriage ailtar 
Frances McCullotich. Socially, Mr. bird is a Master Mason, 
and lias *l>een a life-long member and active worker in the 
Methodist Episcopal Clnireli. He public record, his business 
career ami his private life are alike aliove reproach and his history 
is that of a man wlio has faithfully performed all duties and been 
ever true to the trust reposed in him. 

ALFRED W. SPRAGUE is engaged in the practice of law in 
( )wensville. When orte engages in commercial pursuits they may 
have Hie advantage of carrying on a business already established, 
but in professional life, merit alone must win advancement, ami 
success is gained only by laborious effort, close application and 
superior ability. The possession of these qualities has enabled 
Mr. Sprague to gain a foremost place in the ranks of the legal fra¬ 
ternity in Gibson County, and he now lias a large clientage: 

Mr. Sprague was born in Little Rock, Arkansas, 011 the 10th of 
September, 1838, and is a son of Alden and Sophronia (Eklredge) 
Sprague, natives of New Hampshire. The father was a physician 
and after preparing for the medical profession in the Granite Stale 
engaged iii practice for many years in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
He died April 7, 1847, a,1( l w *^ e P assc <' avva y December 5,1853, 
at the age of forty-seven years. In early life Mr. Sprague at¬ 
tended the common schools, and at the age of fifteen began clerk¬ 
ing, which he followed for a few years. Subsequently, he taught 
school in Mount Carmel, Illinois, and then came to Indiana, where 
he followed Hie same vocation for many years. In 1862 he was 
elected justice of the peace, in which capacity he served for thir¬ 
teen years,, discharging his duties in a most accei>tablc 
ami creditable manner. This awakened in him a deep 
interest in tlie legal professison and lie studied law and 
was admitted to the bar in 1876. I11 1875 be was 

apj>opinted land apppra-iser of Montgomery township, ami was 
twice elected to the same position, where in the discharge of his 
duties he manifested the same loyalty that he has ever character¬ 
ized his public career. On the 7th of February, 1861, Mr. 
Sprague was united in marriage to Miss Pemielia Simpson, a 
daughter of James Simpson, of Gibson County,and their union was 
blessed with nine children, five of whom are yet living, namely: 
Sophronia, Leicester, James A., John D., Addie H. and Horace A. 
Mr. Spargue and his wife hold membership in the Methodist Epis¬ 
copal Church, and in politics he is a Democrat. Of the Masonic 
Fraternity and Odd Fellows’ Society he is a valued member, and 
lias represented both organizations in the Grand Lodge. His 
professional! ability, his honorable business methods and his up¬ 
right life have gained him prestige in the community where he 
makes his home and it is with pleasure that we present this record 
of his career to our readers. 
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CHARLIES 11 . LE( )NARI), a prominent and highly respected 
citizen of (Kvensville, who lias been prominently identified with 
the interests of Gibson County for many years, was born in Mt. 
Vernon, Indiana, on the 3d °f June, 1841, and is a son of C. F. and 
Lucrcta (Knowles) Leonard. the former a native of Rhode Islaml 
and the latter of Kentucky. Roth are now deceased. Mr. 
Leonard of this review was reared in his native city and acquired 
his education in Wabash College. At Hie age of fifteen he 
started out in life for himself and has since been dependent u|hhi 
his own resources. For a time he was employed in the First Na¬ 
tional Rank of Mt. Vernon, and afterward engaged in clerking for 
his father for a few years, purchased the business, which he con¬ 
ducted on his own account from the spring of 1867 until 1877. At 
the bitter date lie embarked in the boot and shoe business in Ev¬ 
ansville, Indiana, carrying on operations along that line until his 
removal to ( Kvensville. Here he accepted a position as salesman 
in the general mercantile store of F. M. Welborn, in whose employ 
he remained for nine years. On the expiration of that period lie 
once more embarked in business for himself, carrying 011 his store 
until 1889, when lie was appointed trustee by the county commis¬ 
sioners to fill out the unexpired term of J. J. Smith. He dis¬ 
charged his duties with promptness and fidelity and left the office 
as lie had entered it with the confidence and goodwill of the public. 
On the 30th of June, 1881, was celebrated Hie marriage of Mr. 
Leonard and Miss Florence M. Gorman, daughter of Colonel 
George W. Gorman. Their union has been blessed with one 
child. Maiming E. Mr. Leonard is a member of the Ancient 
()rder of United Workmen ami the Masonic Fraternity, and he 
and his wife hold membership in the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church. They have a pleasant lionic in Owensvillc, the chief 
ohann of which is their warm-hearted hospitality, which they ex¬ 
tend to their many friends. In politics, Mr. Leonard is a Republi¬ 
can, and during the late war manifested his loyalty to the govern¬ 
ment by service with the one luindred-day troops tinder Colonel 
Foster. IIis duties of citizenship have ever been promptly and 
faithfully performed. His life has been well spent, bis genial 
maimer enables him to make friends easily, and when once a 
friendship is gained it is always his. 

GEORGE T. KENEIPP is a progressive and public-spirited 
citizen of ( Kvensville, who is now serving as trustee of Montgom¬ 
ery Township, lie is one of the native sons of Gibson County, 
and was born on the 1 t till of April, 1853,111s parents being Robert 
and America (Lucas) Kencipp, early settlers of this locality. The 
father was horn in Erie County, Ohio, and on coming to Gibson 
County located on a farm which he continued to cultivate for a 
number of years. For some time previous to his death he also 
conducted a general mercantile store in Owensvillc, ami was one 
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of the enterprising citizens of the community. His life labors 
were ended December 16, 1894. 

Mr. Keneipp of this sketch acquired his education in the public 
schools and spent the days of his childhood upon the family home¬ 
stead, assisting in the labors of the farm. lie continued there 
until twenty-nine years of age, when he began farming on his own 
account. He purchased eighty-seven acres of land and from time 
to time has added to this property until he now owns one hundred 
and eighty-one acres, the greater part of which is under a high 
slate of cultivation and yields to him a golden tribute in return for 
the care and laI>or lie bestows upon it. In August, 1896, he was 
ap|H>inted trustee of Montgomery Township to fill out the unex¬ 
pired term of 11 . W. Manck, and in the accqitable discharge of 
his duties has won the commendation of all concerned. 

On the 20th of October, 1875, Mr. Kcncipp led to the marriage 
altar Miss Kittic If. Matthews, a daughter of Henry Matthews, 
a native of England. By this union have been horn six children, 
and the family circle yet remains unbroken. They arc Arthur, 
J larvcy, Enos, Lucrctia, Elsa anti Zclla. Mr. Kcncipp is a mcm- 
l>cr of the Ancient Order of United Workmen ami exercises iiis 
right of franchise in support of the Republican Party. lie anti 
his wife hold membership in the Methodist Episcopal Gutrch, 
and are held in high esteem in the community where they have 
long resided. 

LEWIS L. POTTER is the efficient station agent at Owcns- 
vttle, anti his courteous and obliging manner has made him very 
popular with the citizens of this place. He was born in Gray- 
villc, Illinois, December 27, 1868, and is a son of Rev. Lemuel and 
Lydia (Humphrey) Potter, of Illinois. His parents arc both liv¬ 
ing and since 1888 have resided in Fort Branch, Gibson County. 
The father has devoted many years of his life to the work of the 
ministry. 

Lewis L. Potter, whose name introduces the initial paragraph 
of this review, is indebted to the public school system for his edu¬ 
cational privileges. No event of special importance occurred dur¬ 
ing his boyhood and youth, which were quietly passed on his 
father’s farm. In 1888 he came to Gibson county, locating in 
Princeton, wherfc he remained until September, 1889. In March, 
1890 he went to Alabama, spending a short time in the south. On 
the expiration of that period he returned to Gibson County and 
accepted the position of station agent at Owensville on the Mt. 
Vernon Branch of the Evansville and Terre Haute Railway. For 
six years he has served in this capacity, giving satisfaction to the 
public and to the company which, lie serves. 

Mr. Potter was united in marriage to Miss Alma Rose, a daugh¬ 
ter of Lewis S. Rose, of Owensville. She is a lady of culture and 
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a mem her of the Baptist Church. In f>olitics, Mr. Potter is a stal¬ 
wart Democrat, and socially is connected with the Knights of 
Pythias Fraternity. Cordial in manner and genial in disposition, 
all who know him entertain for him warm regard, and he has a 
large circle of friends. 

SYLVESTER SELBY, a farmer and stock dealer of Gibson 
Countv. was born in Pike County, Indiana, on the 7th of June, 
1855, and is one of the nine children of Jerry A. and Ella (I lardin) 
Selby. Hie UH>tlier died on the 24th of February, 1874. No 
event of special importanec occurred during tlve ehildluxnl and 
youth of Sylvester Selby, who was reared in the usual manner of 
farmer lads, early becoming familiar with all the duties that fall 
to the lot of the agriculturist. Ilis educational privileges were 
those afforded hv the common soluxvls. lie came to Gibson 
C ounty on the 2nd of August, 1877, and engaged in fanning and 
stock dealing, which he has since continued, lie owns here a val¬ 
uable tract of land of two hundred and fifty acres, which he has 
placed under a high state of cultivation, the wcH tilled fields return¬ 
ing to him a golden tribute for the care and labor he bestows updit 
them, lie raises good grades of stock ami in all his dealings 
Ik* is known as a man of the utmost reliability. On the 171(1 of 
April. 1877, Mr. Selby was united in marriage to'Miss Ida Sullivan, 
a daughter of Archie Sullivan, of Evansville, anti they now have 
one child, bom on the 2nd of February, 1878. Mr. Selby is a 
member of the Knights of Pythias fraternity and the Ancient 
()rdcr of Cnitcd Workmen, ami his wife holds membership in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. His political support is given the 
Republican party, but lie has bad neither time nor inclination for 
public office, prefering to devote his energies to his business inter¬ 
ests, which lxdng well conducted along honorable lines lias 
brought to him a comfortable competence. 

WiLMAM STERNE is the active manager and senior mein- 
lx*r of the linn of William Sterne & Co., dealers in hardware in 
(iwensville. J le was born in Gibson Comity, March 16. 1859, and 
is one of a family of six children, wlrose parents are Samuel and 
Katie (Armstrong) Sterne. He obtained Iris education in the 
common schools, and during his boyhood learned tlve tinners 
trade, which pursuit he has since followed as a life work. By 
industry, perseverance and economy he at length acquired the 
capital which enabled him to engage in business on his own ac¬ 
count, and in 1889 be established bis store in Owcnsville. Here 
be carries a large line of shelf and heavy hardware, tinware and 
agricultural implements, his stock being valued at about thirty- 
five hundred dollars, Mr. Sterne was united in marriage to Miss 
Mary 1 lart. a daughter of Dave IIart, of Gibson County, who died 
in June. 1893. They had one child, Richie. Mrs. Sterne was a 
member of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and an estimable 
lady, who bad a large circle of warm friends. Mr. Sterne liolds 
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membership in the Odd Fellows society, and is also a valued mem¬ 
ber of the knights of Pythias fraternity. He exercises his right of 
franchise in support of the men ami measures of the Republican 
party, ami is a wide-awake, progressive citizen, deeply interested 
in the welfare of the community and giving a hearty and com¬ 
mendable endorsement to all measures calculated to prove of 
public benefit. 

JOHN F. SHARP, of OvvensviMc, is a representative of one 
of the honored pioneers of Gibson County. Seventy-three years 
have come and gone during his residence here, during which he 
has witnessed the growth ami development of the county, and 
has aided in its progress, lie has seen its wild lands transformed 
into beautiful homes and farms, while towns and villages have 
sprung up and the region, once uninhabited and unimproved, lias 
become the abiding place of a thrifty and contented people. His 
support has been given to measures calculated to prove of public 
benefit, ami lie justly deserves mention among those who laid the 
foundation for the present prosperity of the county. His parents, 
M. and Nancy Sharp, were l>otb natives of Maryland and at a 
very early day settled on the frontier in Gibson County, where on 
the 19th of October, 1823, their son Joseph was born. He ac¬ 
quired his education in the primitive schools and during his boy¬ 
hood assisted in the labors of the fields, since which time he has 
continuously followed farming as a life work. His career has 
licen one of industry and the prosperity he lias achieved is entirely 
the reward of his own labors. Mr. Sharp, has been three times 
married, his first union being with Margaret A. Yerkes. After 
her death lie wedded Nancy J. Montgomery, widow of Thomas 
Walker, ami for his third wife lie chose Fannie Stevens. Both 
Mr. and Mrs. Sharp arc faithful and consistent members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and he exercises his right of fran¬ 
chise in support of the men and measures of the Republican 
party. 

JOHN M. SMITH lias passed the allotted age of three score 
years and ten, ami now in his declining life is resting in the enjoy¬ 
ment of the fruits of former labor. There are few to-day in Gibson 
County who have so long been residents of this locality, but lie is 
one of the native sons of the county, and a representative of a 
prominent pioneer family. He was horn on the old family home¬ 
stead, then situated on the frontier, October to. 1822, add is a 
son of Andrew and Ezina (Stone) Smith, the former a native of 
Kentucky, and the Iattter of Virginia. They located in Gibson 
County in 1818, and were esteemed members of the pioneer com¬ 
munity. John M. Smith was reared here amid the wild scenes 
of pioneer life and with the family, consisting of |>arents and 
eleven children, experienced the usual hardships ami trials incident 
to establishing a home in the far west. As soon as old enough 
to hamlie the plow he began farming and has turned the furrows 
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in many a field, preparing it for the spring planting. Through¬ 
out his life he has been connected with agricultural pursuits and 
his farm, by its neat ami thrifty appearance Iras given indication 
of bis thrift and enterprise. Jn his early manhood Mr. Smith 
married Miss Sallie McC ray, but after a sihort time she was called 
to her final rest and on the 16M1 of March, 1848,11c wedded Miss 
I Elizabeth Mairck, by whom he bail three children—Menoia. Will¬ 
iam II. ami James T. Jon* his third wife, Mr. Smith married 
Miss Khody Malone, and they 'had three children—I toward, Sallie 
ami Bettie. They also bad a step-child, William A. Manck. Jlis 
last wife died July 5, 1892. Mr. Smith has long given his political 
support to the Democracy, but lias never sought nor desired 
|yolitieal preferment, desiring rather to give bis entire time and 
attention to bis business interest, in which *Ik* has met with a fair 
degree of success. I le holds membership in the .Baptist Church, 
and his life is rn harmony with his professions. Those wlm know 
him esteem him'highly for his many excellent characteristics, *iiTd 
he has many friends. 


Wild JAM B. KIMBALL, a retired fanner living in (hvens- 
villc, was liorn in IVisey County, Indiana, on the 12H1 of June. 
1826, and is a son of F. ami Mary (Boyle) Kimball, both’ of whom 
were natives of Kentucky and are now deceased, lie was reared 
on the family homestead and during the civil war entered the 
Cniou army as a member of Company F, Thirty-third Indiana 
Infantry, under command of .Captain Folk, lie participated ii\ 
the battle of Wild Cat and Cumberland Cap, and at the latter place 
received a medal in recognition of his valiant service. For two 
years lie regained at the front as a faithful defender of the old flag 
and then returned home, but after one year re-enlisted and served 
for three mouths in Company C, One Hundred and Thirty-sixth 
Indiana Infantry. VVheii Mr. Kimball finally laid aside his coat 
of blue to don the civilian’s garb, he established a home in Princc- 
fon, where he engaged in the tin and slicct iron business, which 
he profitably conducted until 1890. 1 le is now living a retired life 

m ( hvcnsville, resting in the enjoyment of tl»c fruits of his former 
labors. I he essential elements in his success were ail industry 
that overcame all obstacles and an unwavering adherence to lion- 
oral Vie business principles. ()n the 7th of fnne. 1849,- Mr. Kimball 
was muted in marriage lo Miss Kobcera Meadows. After (be 
dcatl. of Ins first wife be wedded Irene l». follard, the marriaire 
bemfr celebrated 111 July. 1882. I le is a member of the Christian 
•«i - ,,S " ,fo of t,u ‘ O’mherland Presbyterian Church So- 

eially hc is connected with the Masonic fraternity and the (Jrand 
Annv of the Republic. Throujrhont life be lias discharged bis 
dndos with Hie same loyalty which marked bis career when on 
southern battle fields be followed the stars and stripes. H c has 
be sreiminc regard of all wlio know him anel wcM deserves men- 
I1011 m Hie history of bis adopted county. ™ 
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WARRICK SMITH, who for many years was identified withy 
the agriculturail interests of Gibson County.-hut is now living re¬ 
tired, was horn on the 23d of September, 1821, and is a son of Dr. 
Willis J. and Martha C. (Warrick) Smith. 'Hie mother was a 
daughter of Captain J. Warrick. The father, a graduate of the 
♦medical college of Danville. Kentucky, practiced medicine for 
many years, and died in 1845. Mr. Smith of this review obtained 
his education in the common schools near his home and was reared 
to fami life. At the age of twenty-one he began, fanning on his 
own account and has made it his life work, prosecuting his labors 
with diligence ami perseverance, l ie owns a valuable farm of 
one hundred acres, and in connection with his sons owns eight 
hundred acres additional. Tic started out in life for himself empty- 
handed. but has steadily worked his wav upward, winning the suc¬ 
cess that comes through persistent effort and unflagging industry. 
Mr. Smith lias been twice married. On the 19th of February. 
1856, lie wedded Margaret M. Simpson, bv whom lie had five 
children, namely: John W., George W,. Lillie and two now de¬ 
ceased. The mother of this family was called to her final rest, 
and on the 28th of July. 1865. lie married Seralda J. Brothers, a 
daughter of Hudson B. Brothers. They hold membership in the 
Baptist Church ami arc people of sterling worth, who have many 
warm friends in the community. Mr. Smith also belongs to the 
Masonic-fraternity, and is an advocate of free silver. Tlis long 
identification with the interests of Gibson County and his upright 
fife have made him widely and favorably known, and it is witli 
pleasure that wc present the record of his career to our readers. 

THOMAS IT. EMMERSON, county commissioner of Gibson 
County, ami one of its native sons, was horn January 18. 1851. 
his parents being James L. and Nancy (Mounts) Emmerson. 
Their family numbered eleven children, nine of whom are vet 
living. The common schools afforded him his early educational 
privileges, and reading and study in later years have made him a 
well informed mam, while in the scliool of experience he has also 
learned maify practical and valuable lessons. T11 his early man¬ 
hood he worked as a farm hand and also followed school teaching 
for a year. In November, 1892, Mr. Emmerson was elected a 
member of the hoard of comity commissioners, and his service 
in that capacity was most satisfactory to the public and creditable 
to himself. He labored to advance the best interests of the 
coinmtin.ity and 'liis ability and fidelity made him a valued official. 
T11 1895 he embarked in the general hardware business in Owens- 
villc, forming a partnership with Frank Emmerson. They carry 
a stock valued at two thousand dollars and have a good store, 
which supplies the demands of the public in this section of the 
county. By study of the public taste- and by straiglitforward 
business methods they have secured a liberal patronage, which is 
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constantly increasing. On tiic 1st of January, 1880. Mr. Fmmcr- 
son was united in marriage to Miss Ella Montgomery, wlvo died 
on the 27th of January, i&/>, leaving two children—Vivian II. and 
Vary. One child of that marriage is also deceased. Mr. E01- 
merson gives his political support to tin* Republican |>arty, and 
is a warm advocate of its princi|>lcs. lie l>elongs to Hie Knights 
of Pythias fraternity and to the Tril>e of Men Jlur, ami is also a 
member of the Christian Church 

JOHN F. SMITH, once a Ixinkcr of Owensvillc, was one 
whose life Accord contained many valuable lessons, as demono- 
st rated what can be accomplished through determined purpose, 
continued effort and the pursuit of honorable business methods. 
He was one of Gibson County’s native sons, his birth having oc¬ 
curred on his father’s farm December 25. 1853. During his 
Ixn hood he worked at the plow and aided in the other Labors that 
fell to the lot of the agriculturist. His elementary education, 
acquired in the common schools, was supplemented by a course 
in the State Normal School of Terre Haute, Indiana. On com¬ 
pleting his education, Mr. Smith at once turned his attention to a 
business career, and embarked in general merchandising in 
( hvoiksvillc, where he profitably conducted a store for eight years. 
Within that time lie not only demonstrated himself to be a pro¬ 
gressive, enterprising business man of sound judgment, but also 
won the public confidence by his tiliorough reliability at all times 
and his strict regard for the ethics of commercial! life, so that 
when he engaged in tine banking business he soon securer! a liberal 
sup|M>rt. In 1880 be formed a partnership with R. P. McGinnis, 
and opened the bank in Owensvillc which be conducted fonr 
years. Phe relation between these gentlemen continued up to the 
time of the death of Mr. Smith, which occurred Sept cm eh r 11, 
their undertaking proved a successful one. Qn the 
27th of April, 1876, Mr. Smith was united in marriage to Miss 
Cleo Bird, of (>wensville, a daughter of Jacob F. Bird, and a cul¬ 
tured lady who has many friends in this communitv. Two chil¬ 
dren were born of their union—Claude A. and Mabel. Mr. 
Smit h was a member of the Knights of Pythias fraternity and held 
memliership in the Christian Church. He gave his support to 
a'll measures calculated to prove of public benefit, took an active 
interest in everything pertaining to the general welfare, and was 
a man wliom to know was to honor, for bis life was ever upright 
ami unclouded by shadow of wrong. 

MAN( )AH SMI TI f, a retired farmer of Gibson County and an 
honored citizen of Owensvillc, was born in Kentucky, Tan-nary 
2 * % c ^ * S on ? ^ ,c n ' nc children of Andrew and Asenatii 
(Stone) Smith. His boyhood days were spent in the usual man¬ 
ner of farmer lads at that period and his education was accpiired 
m the common schools. His parents removed to Gibson County 
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when he was two years of age and lie was reared here amid the 
wild scenes of pioneer life, sharing in its trials ami hardships and 
assisting in the arduous task of developing a new farm. On at¬ 
taining his majority he embarked in farming for himself. He 
purchased forty acres of land, four years later added to it another 
forty-acre tract, and when three years more had passed he pur- 
ohased one hundred acres, making in aill a good farm of one 
hundred and eighty acres. A few years subsequent he purchased 
one hundred and eighty acres of the Reuben Emmerson homestead 
and is now the owner of four hundred and fifty acres of valuable 
farming land and four acres in the town of OwensviUc. Mr. 
Smith lias been twice married. He first wedded Miss Martha 
Enunerson, by whom he had two children—William L. ami Eliza 
J. After the death of his first wife he married Martha Benson, a 
daughter of William Benson, of Kentucky. Their wedding was 
celebrated November 4, 1854, and was blessed with seven children, 
namely: John F., who died September it, 1893; Zerilda R., 
wife of B. Forbes; Cordelia Dorson;-Columbus B.,.Ulysses R.; 
Mary Della; Marguerite E. Mr. and Mrs. Smith are members 
of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and in politics he is a 
Prohibitionist. Their home is one of the finest residences in Ow- 
ensvillc and stands as a monument to the industry and enterprise 
of the owner. Diligence has brought to him success, and though 
he started out in fife empty-handed, he has steadily worked his 
wav upward to a position of affluence. For more tlvan seventy 
years he has resided in Gibson County, ami is to-day one of its 
oldest and most lionored pioneers, his name being closely inter¬ 
woven with the «li«istory of its agricultural interests. 

WILLIAM MATTHEWS, an honored citizen of Owcnsville, 
and a worthy pioneer of Gibson County, who is now living re¬ 
tired in the enjoyment of the fruits of bis former toil, was born in 
Ivondon, England, in November, 1814. IBs parents, Ephraim 
and Ann (Randall) Matthews, were also natives of England, and 
had a family of six chiklren. fn 1832 they crossed the Atlantic 
to America* landing in New York city, where the fattier worked 
at the tailor's trade until his death, which occurred in 1836. 
William Matthews spent the days of his boyhood in the land of 
his birth, and at the age of eighteen accompanied his parents to 
America. He left New York for Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and 
worked at the tailor’s trade tliere for two years, after which he 
removed to Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. Subsequently lie went to 
Louisville, Kentucky, thence to Vicksburg, Mississippi, and later 
opened a tailoring establishment in Brandon, Mississippi, where 
lie remained for two years. On receiving news of his fathers 
death he closed out his business there and returned to New York, 
where he remained until 1837, when he came to Gibson County, 
Indiana, reaching his destination on the 13th of August. In 
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( hvcnsviMe he emliarked in the tailoring business, and was con¬ 
tinuously engaged in that enterprise until t 888, when, after more 
than a half century of active identification with the commercial 
interests of this place, he retired to private life. On the 15H1 of 
November, 1837, Mr. Matthews was united in marriage to Miss 
Eliza A. Matone, daughter of James Malone, of Kentucky. She 
was a consistent member of the l»ai>tist Church, and for fifty 
years was to her husband a faithful companion and hetpmcct i>n 
life’s joumev, but death entered their happy home and the wife 
departed this life November 2<), 1888. They were parents of the 
following named children: Cornelius, William. Alfred; Ann. wife 
of Ralph Smart; Lucinda; Marv, wife of Thomas Simmer; Will- 
ram. who was killed at the battle <rf Perryville. Kentucky. October 
8. 1862, while serving in Hie Cnion army, Cornelius. who is 
now living in (Kvcnsvillc. was also one of the bovs in blue and 
was wounded in the leg at the battle of Perryvi-He. In politics 
Mr. Matthews is a stalwart Jackson Democrat. 11 ts life Iras been 
one of industry ami his earnest toil has brought to him a com¬ 
fortable competence. 1 le has ever taken a commendable interest 
in the welfare of the community ami its advancement and is mnn- 
1ktc(1 among those honored pioneers vvliose devotion to public 
and private duty has led to Hie stable growth and prosperity of 
the community. 

EPHRAIM MATTHEWS is now living a retired life in 
()\vensvillc. His career demonstrates the possiblities that arc 
offered to a man of enterprise, industry and good management, 
and he has justly won the proud American title of a self-made 
man. I le was l>orn in England in 1820, and when about ten years 
of age accompanied his parents on their voyage across the Atlan¬ 
tic to the United Staines. The family located in Now York, ami 
lie remained in the eastern metropolis for about eight years, when 
thinking that the growing west offered better opportunities lie 
made bis wav to the then village of Chicago. He arrived in that 
place in 1830, only two years after its incorporation., at which time 
it gave little promise of its future marvelous development. Mr. 
Matthew’s was a confectioner by track*, blit as be could not secure 
employment in that line in Chicago, be turned bis attention to 
brick making, which lie followed for two venrs. On the expira¬ 
tion of that period be went to Ttuffnilo, New York, where lie was 
united in marriage to Miss Delia Sheldon, hi 1866 be returned 
to C hicago, where lie continued until after the great fire, which 
laid the city in ruins. Tic then located in Detroit, where he en¬ 
gaged in Hie confectionery business for twenty-four years, during 
which time be was connected with several large houses, engaged 
in that line of manufacture. Tlis fidelity to every trust reposed 
in him, his thorough understanding of his trade, his steady appli¬ 
cation and his well known reliability have been, the factors which 
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have brought to him the com|x*tciice which now enables him to 
live retired. t he marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Matthews, which was 
celebrated December 24, 1842. was Messed with six children, 
three of whom are living, namely: John S., fames A. ami Hattie. 
They lost one son, William, who was horn December 26. 1843, 
and was killed at the liattle of Morris Island, on the 181I1 of July, 
1863. The mother of this family was called toiler final rest Feb¬ 
ruary 13, 1883. Ih.tli Mr. ami Mrs. Matthews were long and 
faithful members of the Jtaptist Church. lie has now rounded 
the Dsalmist’s span of three score years and ten and in his life 
record there is much that is worthy of emulation; lie has made 
the most of his opportunities, has lived so as to command the 
respect of all with whom he has come in contact, ami is well de¬ 
serving of mention in this volume 

THOMAS M. (K K )CI I is one of the honored pioneers of Gib¬ 
son County, who for sixty years has been a witness of its growth 
and development. He has also abled in its advancement, and to 
all matters calculated to prove of public benefit lias given a 
hearty endorsement and sup|M>rt. He is now the senior member 
of the firm of Gooch & Bell, grocers of Owcnsvillc. ami is both 
widely and favorably known throughout Hie community. Mr. 
Gooch was lmrn on the 7th of November. 1814, and is a son of 
John and Marv (Walters) Gooch, both of whom were natives of 
North Carolina, whence they emigrated to Gibson County in 
1834. Here they located on a farm, which continued to be their 
home until called to their final rest, the father passing away in 
1841, while the mother departed this life in i86f. On Hie home 
stead farm of the family, 'Niomas M. Gooch was reared and in 
Hie common schools bis education was acquired. Tie early be¬ 
came familiar with all the duties that fall to the lot of Hie agri- 
eultirrist. and after the .arrival of the family in Indiana aided in 
the arduous task erf developing a new farm. He continued with 
bis parents until alxmt thirty-three years of age. working in field 
and meadow and then turned his attention to the manufacture 
e>f Irrick, which industry be carried on in connection with the 
lKH>t and slioc I nisi ness. Subsequently be resumed fanning, oper¬ 
ating bis land, ami at the same time conducting otlner enterprises. 
At length. Itowevcr, be sold his farm and estalVKsIvcd a grocery 
store in Owcnsvillc, which be has since conducted, his partner 
lacing 1\ M. Bell. 'Iliev carry a large ami well selected stock 
of staple and fancy gnxcrics. and Hie firm enjoys a most enviable 
reputation for thorough reliability. Mr. Gooch was united in 
marriage to Miss Julia Ann Tat liner, and their union lias been 
Messed by two children, Catherine ami Louisa. Hie parents 
Iwvc long been faithful members of the McHmdist Episcopal 
Church, and arc jTopic of the highest respectability. Mr. Gooch 
gives his political sup|M)rt to the Republican party, but has never 
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sough! nor desired official preferment. In liis business dealings 
•lie carries fnrwnnl lo successful completion whatever Ik* under¬ 
takes and flic success lie lias achieved is flic filling reward of liis 
own lain»rs. Through flic long years of liis connection vvif 4 t 
(iilisiM> County liis fife record lias licen unclouded by shadow ol 
wrong or suspicion of evil, ami lie well deserves mention among 
flic lionoml piont*ers. 

W. A. SIT'CK is a representative of the mercantile interests 
of (Iweusville. ami in Iris life record Micro is an exemplification of 
what can In* accomplished through diligence and earnest appli¬ 
cation, guided by sound judgment. lie was born in Prussia on 
flic 17M1 of I'Vbruarv, i8:*ij, and is a son of Carl and Dorothea 
(N<irsc) Speck. In llieir family were four children, two of whom 
arc yet living, and there is also a half brother who survives—A. 
C. Koscncreck. In flic land of his nativity, W. A. Speck passed 
his Imylmod midst play and work. In 1851 lie determined to seek 
a home and fortune in America ami crossed Hie Atlantic to the 
new world. Three years later he look up his residence in Owens- 
ville, and later embatked in general merchandising. which lie has 
since successfully followed, lie carries a stock valued at ?dmut 
live thousand dollars, ami bis line of goods is up to ihitc. His 
honorable dealing has secured him the continual support of many 
palrons and tie is now enjoying a large trade. In August, 1861, 
Mr. Speck was joined in wedlock to Miss Elizabeth Schelosky. 
and *A their union have been born three children—Rudolph (\, 
Daum M. ami Kfoise A. The parents hold mem her ship in the 
( tmtbcrlaml 1 Vesbyterian Church, and in politics Mr. Speck was 
for many years a Democrat, but now votes independently. His 
record is one well worthy of emulation, for hrs integrity is atiove 
question ami his public ami private life are alike above reproach. 
He has never Irad occasion to regret tiis emigration to America, 
for here he has prospered in Ivis business, secured a comfortable 
home and won many frauds 

JOHN M. VV'f I ,1 ;l A MS, M. D., wlio is engaged in the prac¬ 
tice of medicine in ( hvcnsvillc, lias sceural a lending place among 
the prominent physicians of (iibsoo County. lie was born in 
Vanderburgh minty. Indiana, January 25, 1857, and a son of 
Simon and Dnvinn Williams, whose family numbered twelve chil¬ 
dren. six of whom are vet living. In his early bnyhoood he 
attended the common scliools and subsequently continued liis 
literary education in fb< Statae University in Rloomington. Indi¬ 
ana, until twenty yeni f age. In the winter of 1877-8 he sc^vccj 
as principal of the Tlatihsfadf high school and proval an aide and 
successful educator, but it was his earnest desire to make the 
medical p>«.fission his life work, and lo this end he entered the 
medical school of Cincinnati, in 1878. TTc was afterward a student 
in the < finical Medical College, ami was graduated in the Eclectic 
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Medical Institute in 1881. Being thus ably fitted for his chosen 
|>rofessioM, Dr. Williams located in Fort Branch, where he en¬ 
gaged in practice for a year, lie then removed to Owensville, 
where he has since resided, ami from the public he has received a 
liberal patronage. His knowledge of the science of medicine is 
accurate and comprehensive, and he takes great delight in reading 
and study, which adds to his proficiency in tliat direction. His 
success as a practitioner ranks him among the leading physicians 
of the community. He has made judicious investments in real 
estate ami owns several residences. On the 1st of November, 
1883, Dr. Williams was united in marriage to Miss Maggie Mont¬ 
gomery, a daughter of James Montgomery. They have one child, 
(icrlrude, a little maiden of seven years They hold membership 
in the Baptist Church, and in social circles occupy an enviable 
position, while their own home is noted for its hospitality. The 
Doctor is a valued member of the Knights of Pythias Fraternity 
and the Ancient Order of United Workmen, and in politics is a 
Dciwwrrat. 

JOHN L. SHORT is engaged in the furniture business in 
Owcnsviltc, where be has a well equipped store, carrying a large 
and carefully selected stock of everything found in a first-class 
establishment of the kind. His stock is valued at two thousand 
dollars and from the public he receives a liberal patronage, which 
I*? well merits. In bis business dealings he has the strictest regard 
for tlic ethics of commercial life and his integrity is above ques¬ 
tion. while bis enterprise, capable management and perseverance 
have been the import ant element* in bis business. Mr. Short was 
born in Evansville, Indiana, June 15,1850, one of the four children 
of Lewis W. and Lucinda (Kirkpatrick) Short, his parents being 
among the first settlers in Evansville. He attended the common 
schools I11 his early boyhood, and at the age of fifteen became con¬ 
nected with the furniture trade, in which line of operations he lias 
since continued. On the 9th of November, 1876. was celebrated 
ttluc marriage of Mr. Short and Miss Sallie Massey, a daughter 
of Abraham Massey. She died October 10, 1893. The children 
of that marriage are Noble A., Porter F., Nellie B., Gracic L., 
John P„ deceased; Paul L., Leila F. and Roy D. For his second 
wife Mr. Short chose Miss Nora Fnunerson, a daughter of James 
Enmierson, of Gibson ounty, the wedding l>eing celebrated Oc¬ 
tober 14, 1895. Mr. Short is a member of the M. E. Church, 
and his wife of the Giristian Church. He also belongs to the 
Knjglits of Pythias fraternity and the Ancient Order of United 
Workmen and gives his political support to the Republican 
party. He ranks among the valued citizens ami leading business 
men of Owensville, and has Hie respect of all. 

JOHN T. FOGAS, who is engaged in the drug business in 
Owensville, wasborn in Mt. Vernon, Indiana, on the 28th of May, 
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i867. a son of Andrew C. nml Mary 1 C. (Ilciman) Fogas, both of 
whom were natives of (iennany. The father is a cigar manu¬ 
facturer and dealer of Mt. Vernon. 'Hie son attended the com- 
111011 schools and was prepared for his present business by one 
year's study in St. Louis, after which lie graduated at a school of 
pharmacy in Chicago, in the class of 1891. He then returned to 
Ins native city, where he secured a clerkship in a drug store, being 
thus employed for alnuit four years. On the ex|>iration of that 
period Mr. h’ogas came to Owensville in 1895, and established a 
drug store here. It is modern in its appointments, most fully 
equipped, and the stock is valued at twenty-five hundred dollars. 
The proprietor, bv his straightforward dealing, reliable business 
methods and uniform courtesy to his patrons, has secured a large 
trade, which is steadily increasing. In November, 1892, Mr. 
Fogas led <0 the marriage altar Miss Ida L. Liehtenberger, a 
daughter of William Lielitenfierger, of Mt. Vernon, and their 
•home is blessed by the presence of one daughter, Mary E. Mr. 
and Mrs. Fogas hold mcmliership in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and occupy an enviable position in social circles, where 
true worth and intelligence are received as the passports into good 
society. Mr. Fogas is a Republican in politics, and is a valued 
meinlxT of the Odd Fellows’ society and the IVibc of l»en llur. 
lie is an enterprising, progressive business man of strong deter¬ 
mination and his success is the reward of his own labors. 

I< )1 IN W. llARMt )N. the senior member of the firm of Har¬ 
mon Sr Wallace, millers and grain dealers of Owensville, is a son 
of I'darton and F'lizabcth A. (Simpson) TTarinon. He was horn 
January 18, 1840, on his father’s farm in Gil>son County, and 
during his youth assisted in the labors and cultivation of the old 
Ivomestead. also pursued bis education in the common schools of 
the ncighbrhood. When twenty-eight years of age he began 
dealing in stock and for four years devoted his energies to that 
pursuit. On the expiration of that period lie became interested 
in general merchandising in (hvensvillc. as a member of the firm 
of Wclborn & Harmon, a partnership which was continued for 
two years, when a third member was admitted to the firm and the 
name changed to WcHiorn, TIarnron fk. Co. Soon after Mr. Har¬ 
mon withdrew and embarked in the brokerage business, which 
he continued for four years, when he once more engaged in gen¬ 
eral merchandising, as a member of the firm of Pruitt & Harmon, 
which did business in Owensville until 1878. lie tlieu traded his 
interest in the mercantile establishment for a half interest in the 
mill which he now owns and operates. The mill has a capacity 
of alxm-l seventy-five barrels of flour per day and the excellent 
product which is turned out commands a high market price. Mr. 
I larmon is also engaged in dealing in grain ami this branch of his 
business also adds materially to his income. On the 29th of 
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September, 1*872, Mr. Harmon was united in marriage with Miss 
Julia A. Pruitt, nmv deceased, by wIm>iu lie lta«l one son, ilarvcy. 
On the 12th of December, 1*878, he was married in Lincoln, Illi¬ 
nois, to Miss Nancy K., daughter of Heard Mustek. In Iris polit¬ 
ical adhcrcncy Mr. Hannon is a Democrat, and believes in the 
free and unlimited coinage of silver, l ie was elected as County 
Assessor of Montgomery County in the year 1*863, an d served 
for four years, faithfully discharging the duties of the office. He 
holds membership with the baptist Church, ami lends his aid and 
inlhience to all matters calculated to advance the educational, 
moral or material welfare of tire community. 

DAVID VVALCAC.IL—The prosperity and advancement of a 
community depends upon its commercial activity, which is the 
result of the enterprising efforts of its business men. One of the 
leading and influential citizens of Owensville is the gentleman 
wliosc name introduces this review, a partner in the well known 
milling linn of Hannon & Wallace. Jle was l>oni in Cincinnati, 
( Hiio, September 8, 1856, and is a son of David b. and Lliza 
(hruish) Wallace, both of whom were natives of Sad laud. They 
became accpiaiuted while crossing the Atlantic, to America, lacing 
passengers on the same ship, and were married in this country. 
They had four daughters, all now deceased, amt two sons, David 
and Adam. The father was also a miller by occtqiataioii. David 
Wallace spent his boyliood days in Dale, Indiana, ami attended ihc 
public schools, lie subsequently engaged in teaching and later 
was a student in Lincoln University of Lincoln, Illinois, lie then 
pursued a course of study in Nelson’s business College of Cin- 
cimiatti, (>hio,in which institution he was later employed as teacher 
for a year. 11 is next service was as a book-keeper in that city, 
in which capacity lie served for Ihrcc years, and in 1885 Ire re¬ 
moval to Omaha, Nebraska, but after a short time returned to 
Indiana. In 1886 he came to Owensville ami embarked in the 
milling business, as a partner of S. l\ Scott, his brother-in-*law. 
This connection was continued for a year and a half, when Mr. 
Scott sold out toMr. Harmon, and the firm of Harmon & Wallace 
was established. They arc nmv doing a good business, having 
a large trade which yiehls to tlieni a comfortable income. They 
follow the most improved processes in milling, and tlvcir courteous 
ti'calmenl of patrons ami their honorable dealing insures them 
continued success. Mr. WaHaacc married Loycttc C. Scott, of 
Owensville, Indiana, who diet! in i88q. leaving one child, Lloyd. 
Mr. Wallace is a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
ami of the Knights of Pythias fraternity. J11 polities he is a Dem¬ 
ocrat, but has neither time nor inclination for political office, 
pefering to give bis attention to his business interests, in which 
lie is meeting with a well merited prosperity. 

(«LOR(th 1 ?. WLLbORN, who is engaged in general tner- 
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chandising in t hvcusvillc, is a progressive', enterprising business 
man, who manifests in his carter (hr spirit of advancement vvliirli 
characterizes the west. I le was horn in ()wensvi 11 e, April 7, 1868, 
and almost Iris entire life has here hern passed, lie is a son of 
Frank M. and Nora (Robb) WcIImhii, well kmnvii citizens of 
Gibson ( minty. I lis elementary education, ao|nircd in the public 
sxihools his native citv, was supplemented by a course in l)e- 
Pamv University, where he pursued his studies from 1886 until 
(Ih % spring of i8i)i, when he was graduated from the law depart¬ 
ment ami admitted to the bar. lie began practice in connection 
with lion. |. I*'. McCullough, of Indianapolis, IIh*ii of IVinceton, 
but afterward went to Kvansvillc, Indiana, where he spent one 
year in the brokerage business, lie then -returned to ( hvcnsville, 
ami in (Ictobcr, t8«;|, purchased the general merchandise slock of 
F. M. Wclborn & ( 0., one of the oldest business firms of this place, 
lie is widely and favorably known and his personal popularity, 
combined with his strict regard for Hie ethics of business life, has 
won him a constantly increasing patronage. Mr. Wclborn was 
married in iHijj to Miss Lillian Ill's!on, daughter of Joseph Hes¬ 
ton. Socially, he is a Master Mason, and a member of the 
Knights of Pythias fraternity. In politics he is a Democrat. In 
the community where his entire life lias been passnl he has many 
warm friends and is regarded as one of the lean ling factors in the 
commercial interests of Owcnsvillc, while in the history of Gibson 
(bmity he is certainly deserving of honorable mention. 

FRANK P. GORMAN, editor of the Owcnsvillc Gleaner, was 
Imihi in Frankfort, Indiana, August 17, 1873, and is a son of 
Jamies U. and Minnie (Donah!) (ionium. I lis father was born 
and reared in < )wensviHc, and heeame a lawyer by profession. 
I/Mating in Frankfort, Indiana, lie rose 1 o prominence at the 
bar, but ill health forced hint to alramlou his clmsen vocation, and 
he died in (hvcnsvillc in 1885. Mrs. (iormaii, a native of Prince¬ 
ton. has since, married Dr. Joscpfi V. Vnllmer, of I lutciiinson, 
Minnesota. Frank P. (Iormaii is the eldest of I lie three chiklren 
horn of the first marriage, fie completed lits literary education 
by bis graduation from the high school in Ifulchinsou in f8*)f, 
and then look up the printer's trade, winch lie followed in various 
newspaper offices in the northwest. I11 February, 18115. he came 
to (hvcnsvillc, and became editor of the Gleaner, which he tws 
since published. Phis paper was established on the 20th of Oc- 
lober, 1880. by J. C. Gorman and A. L. Kelly, but the latter gen¬ 
tleman was identified with the paper for only one year. 'Hie 
Gleaner is independent in polities and is devoted to the lorall in- 
fcrests of Owcnsvillc and Gibson County. It is a well edited 
sheet. neni in appearance and sltows the supervision of one who 
tlioroiigldy understands his business. It now lias a circulation of 
eight hundred copies and is published weekly. Mr. tiormaii cxcr- 
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rises liis right of franchise in support of the Democracy, and is a 
member of I Ik* Knights of Pythias Fraternity. A public-spirited 
and progressive citizen, he manifests a deep interest in all that 
pertains to the welfare of the community and through the columns 
of his paper supports all worthy measures for the public good. 

LEWIS P. IIOPGOOD, who is now serving as postmaster 
of Owensville, was born in Webster County, Kentucky, May 18, 
1858, a son of Lewis P. and Mary (Chandler) Jlobgood. His 
father was a native of North Carolina, aiKl a son of Thomas G. 
llobgood, whose birtli occurred in the same stale, but wlio 
came of a family of French origin, lie removed to Kentucky, and 
Ixvamc one of the pioneers of Hopkins County. The mother 
moved from North Carolina. They were of Irisdi lineage, 
of our subject was a native of Kentucky, to which state her people 
Lewis 1 *. Hobgood was one of a family of twelve children, and 
was reared on Iris father’s farm, where he early became familiar 
with flic duties that fall to the lot of the agriculturist, lie at¬ 
tended the public schools, was a student in Princeton College of 
Princeton, Kentucky, and afterward graduated from Hie Normal 
School of Ncbo, Kentucky. At the age of eighteen lie began 
teaching, which profession lie successfully followed for three 
years. He then embarked in merchandising, ami for four years 
carried on that pursuit in Vanderburg, Kentucky, after which he 
came to Owensville, in 1880. Through the succeding ten years 
he followed general merchandising here and has since been en¬ 
gaged in dealing in railroad timber. On the 6tb of May, 1893, ^ ie 
was commissioned postmaster and his able administration of the 
affairs of the office has won him universal commendation. I11 
1886 was consummated the marriage of Mr. Hobgood ami Miss 
Lizzie Hauss, of Philadelphia. Tliey have three children— 
Jessie, Frank ami Maggie. Tive parents are memlK'rs of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church and arc people of the highest 
respectability. Mr. Hobgood holds membership in the Rnigm> 
of Pythias Fraternity, and in politics is a Democrat. In dispo¬ 
sition he is genial, in manner courteous ami affable, and those 
who know him recognize the true worth of his character, ami 
therefore entertain for him the highest regard. 

TIMOTHY N. TICIIENOR, deceased, was bom in Nelson 
County, Kentucky, in 1827, and died in Ovvcnsvrllc, in 1895. Tlis 
father, Daniel Tichcnor, was also a native of Kentucky, and a 
pioneer settler of this county. Timothy N. Tichcnor remained 
in his native state until lie bad attained his majority, ami in 1848 
located in Gibson ounty. He was Hie first blacksmith to locate 
permanently in Owensville, and there lie worked at the anvil until 
1870, commanding a large share of the public patronage. In that 
year be embarked in the saw mill business, which he followed for 
some time and then turned Iris attention to fanning, which he car- 
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ricd on until liis floatli. No was a man of energy ami industry, 
and applied himself wit'll diligence to everything he undertook. 
Mis earnest labor and honorable dealing brought to him pros¬ 
perity, and though he afterward lost some of his property he was 
in very comfortable circumstances at the time of his death. Mis 
life was I ion or able, and all who knew him respected him for his 
sterling worth. Mr. Tiehenor was marriefl in 184*;, the lady of his 
choice being Mary 1 C. I luddleson, a native of 1 >il>s<>11 County, who 
still survives him ami is now living in Ovvcnsville. I»y their mar¬ 
riage were horn eight children. 

W. II. TICHKNt >R, a son of Timothy N. Tiehenor, was born 
in < hvensville, October 8. 1850, and was reared to manhood in 
his parents’ home. Me acquired his education in the public 
schools, and in his fat tier's shop learned the blacksmith’s trade, 
which he has since followed. J le embarked in business on h«s 
own account in 1874, ami has successfully conducted bis smithy, 
winning from the public a lil>eral |Kitronagc, which lie well merits. 
11 is work is always <k>ne in the most thorough ami efficient man¬ 
ner, and bis business methods are above question. In (politics his 
support is given the Republican party, and socially lie is connected 
with the Masonic Fraternity ami the Ancient Order of United 
Workmen. In 1874 Mr. Tiehenor was united in marriage to 
l^ouisa Lucas, who died in 1884, leaving three children—Relic, 
Nellie and Ethel. In t 886, Mr. Tiehenor was joined in wedlock 
witli Klizalicth Parker. and they had four diildreu, r f whom two 
arc living, Wallace ami Erma. (Mr. Tidienor Indongs to the 
I baptist Church. 

ALFRED PRITCHETT, who carries on agricultural pursuits 
in (ohsoii County, is a son of EKs-lva and Elizabeth (Rutledge) 
Pritchett, and was born on tlve 14th of July. 1841. on the family 
liomcstcnad. Mis father’s farm was the playground of his youth., 
ami he there also received his training for his own business career. 
When old enough to handle the plow lie began work in tin* fields, 
ami 1ms since carried on farming, being now known as one of the 
leading agriculturists of the county. Mis interests are managed 
with system ami bis work is diligently prosecuted, so that be bets 
won success in his undertakings. Mis land is under a high state 
of cultivation, and the well tilled fields yield to him a golden 
tribute in return for the care and labor be l>estows upon them. 
Mis farming labors, however, were interrupted in 1862, when at 
the age of twenty-one years lie responded to Hie call of his country 
and went forth to aid in suppressing the rebellion. Me was as¬ 
signed to duty with Company E, Forty-second Indiana Infantry, 
under Captain Henry, and continued at Hie front until the stars 
ami stripes waved victoriously over the capital of the Confederacy. 
Mr. Pritchett was united in marriage in i8<V> to MLss Catherine 
Summers, a daughter of Richard Summers. ^Miey had two cliil 


Digitized by 



HISTORY OF CJIRHON COUNTY. 


89 


dren, one of whom is in>w living—Anna L., wife of S. Alcorn, of 
Gibson Cogmty. Mrs. Pritchett died and our subject has since 
married Finnic Yeager, by wiioin be lias two children—Ella ami 
Lester. Mr. and Mrs. Pritchett arc consistent Christian people, 
the former holding membership with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, the latter with the llaptist Church. His jiolitfcal support 
is given the men ami measures of tlie Rqiublican party, but he 
has never sought office, his energies being devoted to his business 
pursuits. He is a man of sterling worth, of generous impulses, 
of devotion to the right and in business dealings his name is a 
synonym of honor. 

HUGH I). McGARY is one of the entcrj>rising, wide-awake 
business men of Hibson County, who now follows general mer¬ 
chandising at McGary Staiaion, lie was bom on the 7th of 
February, 1840, and is a son of Harrison D. and Nancy McGary. 
His education was acquired in the common schools and his boy¬ 
hood days were spent on the home farm, assisting in the labors 
of field anil meadow. Ilardlv bad the guns of Fort Sumter an¬ 
nounced to the nation the opening of the Civil war, when with 
patriotic loyalty lie responded to IVcsklent Lincoln’s call for 
troojus and enlisted on the 24th of May, 1861, as a member of 
Company 1 ), Sixteenth Indiana Infantry. For four years lie fol¬ 
lowed the old flag on southern battle fields as a faithful defender 
of Hie Union cause and was then honorably discliarged in June, 
1865. Returning to bis home, Mr. McC.ary began farming and 
for a number of years successfully carried 011 agricultural pur¬ 
suits. lie left the farm to enter upon the discharge of the duties 
of County Sheriff, in wlrich capacity he served until 1888, when 
lie retired from office as he entered it, with the confidence and 
good will of tire public. In 1889 be established his general mer¬ 
chandise store at McGary Station, which town was founded by 
him. He carries a well assorted stock to meet the demands of the 
trade in tins locality and has a good business, which is constantly 
increasing. He is a man of determined purpose and untiring 
energy, who carries forward to successful completion whatever 
he undertakes. Mr. McGary was married on the 26th of Sep¬ 
tember, 1867, to Miss Sarah A. Reed, daughter of Z. M. Reed, 
and they have tlrrcc children—Zcnas C., Charles C. and Maud. 
The jxirents hold membership in the Baptist Church, and have a 
wide circle of friends in this community. Mr. McGarv gives his 
political support to Hie men and measures of the Republican 
party, with which he has affiliated since attaining bis majority. 
Tie also belongs to the Ancient Order of United Workmen and 
the Grand Army of the Rqniblic, and is as true to bis duties of 
citizenship in time of peace as when Ive followed the old flag on 
southern battle fields! 

AUGUST ROHEMANN was born in Preus Mindcn, Ger- 
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many, August 8, 1841. Ilis parents were Herman ami Charlotte 
(*. (KorlT) Rodcmanu. They lived and died in (iermany. Of 
their thirteen children the (following emigrated to Amelia, 
namely: Heinrich, Ercdcrick and August, Frederick was the 
first to leave the fatherland. I le settled in Vanderburgh County. 
Indiana, where he has long since resided and followed agricultural 
pursuits. Heinrich was the second of the brothers to come to 
this country. He settled in St. Louis, Mo., ami there passed to 
his final rest about eight years ago. August, whom this brief 
mention concerns, gained a fair common school education in his 
native land, and at the early age of fifteen years set out for the 
new world. Shortly after his coming to America, he joined his 
brother at St. Louis, in which city he accepted the position of a 
clerk, which he held for about three years, or until the Civil war 
came on. lie proved his loyalty to the country of his adoption, 
and in April, 18(11. «1 the very beginning of hostilities, he became 
one of the brave Imys in blue, lie enlisted as a private in Com¬ 
pany t . Second Missouri Rifle Battalion, for a term of three 
months. At the expiration of the term ami forty days more. Mr. 
Kodcinann was lionorably discharged, and immediately he set out 
for home, but on the day of his return home he took sick of 
typhoid fever, which rendered him physically unable to re-enlist 
in the service. About the time of the close of the war Mr. Rode- 
man became a clerk in a mercantile establishment in Evansville, 
Indiana, and held the position for three years. In the vear 1867, 
he embarked in the grocery business at Evansville, and continued 
in the same up to 1870, in which year he removed to Kart Branch, 
where he has since conducted a large general merchandise busi¬ 
ness. Notwithstanding the fact that Mr. Rodcmanu began his 
business career with no capital other than willing hands ami de¬ 
termined energy, lie has been successful as a mere hand, and the 
secret of his success rests in his energy ami perseverance, together 
with a frugal and economical practice. He has inducted into his 
business methods strict probity and integrity. His honest ami 
courteous way of dealing with people has aided him in gaining the 
confidence of many customers. He is progressive, ever keeping 
abreast of the times; his well stocked store is abundant evidence of 
this. January 2<), 1868. Mr. Rodcmanu was united in marriage 
to Mary C. Biel, who remained bis companion for nearly twenty- 
four years, ami then, August 7, i8*ji, passed away in death, 
leaving a son. whose name is August YV. November 22, 1802, 
Mr. Rodemaim married a second time, the lady of his clroicc 
being Mrs. Franeisca t . Solmackc, whose maiden name was 
Wei lie. Into the second marriage two children have been Imrn. 
namely: Charlotte A. and I raneisea C. Mr. Rodemaim and 
his family hold membership in the Herman Evangelical Church. 
He is a member of the Royal Arcanum, a Republican in politics, 
a self-made man, and an enterprising, progressive citizen. 
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JAMES E. T( )(>rS is a worthy representative of the commer¬ 
cial interests of Gibson County, anti belongs to that class of 
enterprising citizens, who are the glory of our American re¬ 
public, for their well spent lives, their energetic efforts and reliable 
business methods bring to them the prosperity which should ever 
reward honest toil. Mr. Toops is a native of the l loosier Stale, 
his birth having occurred in Eloyd County, on the nth of August. 
1867. In pioneer days his people came to this state and Iris par¬ 
ents, James ami Rebecca (Wright) Toops, were both natives of 
Indiana. They had a family of six sons and one daughter. When 
the subject of this review was alxuit eight years of age his parents 
removed to Edwardsport, Knox County, Indiana, where he was 
mired to manhood, remaining at home until twenty-one years 
of age. In the common schools he received a fair English edu¬ 
cation, and in his father’s store learned business methods and 
customs, so that he was well fitted for entrance into commercial 
life. On attaining his majority he came to Fort I’ranch and 
began business as a dealer in poultry and eggs. He entered into 
partnership with his brother-in-law, l». F. Murphy, and the rela¬ 
tions has since been continued, business being conducted under 
the firm name of Toops & Co. They also conduct a branch house 
at Princeton, and are doing a large and profitable business, 
which is constantly increasing. In 1888, Mr. Toops led to the 
marriage altar Miss Mattie Montgomery, of Edwardsport. Indi¬ 
ana, and they have two children—Roger L. and Mary F. Mr. 
Toops is a member of the RbvaJ Arcanum and the Modern 
Wofcxlmen of America. In politics he is a Republican, and is a 
man of unquestioned integrity, who in business and social circles 
is held in the highest regard. 

WILLIAM W. FRENCH, M. D., who is engaged in the prac¬ 
tice of medicine in Fort Hrancli, was lyorn in Princeton, Febru¬ 
ary 9, 1854, a son of James W. ami 1 Barbara (Null) French. The 
father was horn in Virginia, in 1816, and is now a resident of Som¬ 
erville. The grandfather. Dr. Willard French, was a native of the 
OKI Dominion, and a son of one of five brothers, w!k> emigrated 
from their native England to Virginia in colonial days, settling in 
a locality known as I»uW Skin, in the Shcnamtoah Valley. The 
grandfather left the state of his nativity and removed to TTollands- 
burg, Darke County, Ohio, where he engaged in the practice of 
medicine for many years. His death occurred in that county. 
James W. French was reared to manhood in the Puckcve State, 
ami had mvt yet attained his majority when he came to Gibson 
County, Indiana. Here he married Miss Null, a native of Somer¬ 
ville. Her father was a pioneer of Gibson County, 
and belonged to an old Pennsylvania family of German, 
extraction. Mrs. French became the mother of six children, and 
died under the infancy of her son William. One clvikl died in 
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infancy, but the others all reached manure years. Dr. William 
W. French, of this review, remained in Princeton until twelve 
years of age, and thereafter worked on the farm in summers and 
atlended school in the winter till past eighteen years of age. 
I le became familiar with the duties of an agriculturist anti acquired 
in the outdoor life a physical development that has been of much 
benefit to him in his professional career. I le obtained his literary 
education in Fort Branch anti in Bk>omingtOn, but Ins study in 
the latter place was interrupted by illness, lie afterward taught 
four terms of school, ami in the meantime took up the study of 
medicine in the office of l>r. W. W. I Hair, of Princeton, under 
whose direction he continued his reading until 1878, when he 
entered the medical department of the University of Virginia, 
lie was graduated with the class of 1879, and in 1880 located in 
Fort Ihanch, where he put his theoretical knowledge to the prac¬ 
tical test in the care of a practice that lias been constantly in¬ 
creasing as the years have passed, lie has won an enviable 
reputation with the pul die, and his professional brethren accord 
him an honorable position in the medical fraternity. Tin* Doctor 
was married in 1880 to Caroline, daughter of Frank .and Louisa 
Biet, of Hibson County. Nine children were born to them, hut 
one is now deceased. I)r. French votes with the Democratic 
party, hut the demands on his time in the line of his profession 
prevent him taking an active part in |>olitical affairs. 

JOHN A. WFST, the popular ami progressive cashier of the 
Farmers’ ami Merchants’ I lank of Fort Branch, has spent his 
entire life in Hibson County, and not only deserves mention in 
its history as a representative of one of its pioneer families, but 
also as an enterprising and worthy citizen who has done all in his 
j>ower to advance the public welfare. On Hie farm of his parents, 
Samuel H. ami Catherine (Sidle) West, he was horn October 28, 
1851. 1 Hs Ixiyhood days wen* passed midst play and work ami t*o 

his father Jic gave the benefit of 1ms services until he luad attained 
his majority. I Its early educational privileges were supplemented 
by a high school course in Fort Branch, ami by one year’s study 
in the State University of Indiana. In the meantime he engaged 
in teaching sclwxd for one year, ami upon his return from the 
university he accepted a clerkslwp in a drug store in Fvansvillc, 
filling that position for a year ami a half. On the expiration of 
that period Mr. West formed a partnership with his brother, 
William L. West, ami embarked in. the drug business at Fort 
Branch, eomluvting the same until the spring of 1889. T11 1888 

be became the Republican candidate for County Treasurer and 
as the election returns showed that he was the popular clroicc for 
the office he entered U|x>n the discharge of its duties in the fall 
of 1889. By re-election he served in that capacity for four years, 
and his promptness, accuracy and ability won him high commend- 
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alioit. In the fall of 1893 lie accqytcd the position of book-keeper 
in the Fanners' Hank of Princeton, and afterward served as as¬ 
sistant cashier until Mav, 1896, when he resigned to aid in the or¬ 
ganization of the Farmers* and Merchants’ Bank of Fort Branch, 
which was opened July 1, 1896, the only hanking establishment in 
the place, ft is capitalized for twenty thousand dollars and 
among its sdockholders are the three brothers, John A., W. L. 
and S. H. West, Jr. Mr. West was married in 1879 to Miss 
Emma Tecklcnburg. of Evansville, Indiana. Tlieir home is 
blessed hv two children—Herbert A. and Margaret E. The par¬ 
ents arc members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and he has 
been superintendent of the Sunday school of this church since 
1892. In Princeton they make their home, having a large circle 
of warm friends there. Mr. West is a mem1>er of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows and the Tribe of Ben Hur, and in politics 
is a staunch Republican 

WILLIAM L. MELLTNGER has for almost a third of a cen¬ 
tury been a resident of Gil>son County, and now makes his home 
in Fort Branch, where he is engaged in the furniture ami under¬ 
taking business. TTe is also proprietor of the Mellingcr Hotel, 
and his life has l>ccn one of industrious activity, bringing with 
it the success which attends honorable labor when directed bv 
sound judgment. Mr. Mellingcr is a native of the Buckeye 
State, horn in Shelbv County, January 18. 1849. His parents, 
John F. and Mary E. (Lenox) Mcllinger, were also natives of 
Shelby County, where their respective parents had located in 
pioneer days. The Mellingers arc of German lineage ami the 
early representatives of the family, on leaving the fatherland, lo¬ 
cated in Pennsylvania. whence the great-grandfather, William 
Mellingcr, came to Ohio. He first established a Ivomc in Davton, 
hut subsequently removed to Shelby Countv. The Lenox family 
is of Scotch-Trish origin, and was founded in Maryland in colonial 
clays. The parents of our subject were married in Sbclbv County 
and to them were born four sons and a daughter.' Tn 1866 they 
came to Gibson Countv, Indiana, locating six miles north of 
Princeton, but afterward removed to Patoka, where thev spent 
their remaining days. William L. Mcllingerof this review, was 
reared on the homestead farm, and acquired his education in the 
common schools. He started out in life for himself at the age of 
cigliteen, working as a farm hand by the month. T11 1869 
married Miss Melvilla T. King, of Gibson Countv. awl located in 
Patoka, where he worked by the day for two vears. He then 
rented a farm and carried on agricultural pursuits until 1802. in 
flic meantime purchasing seventv-five acres of land in White River 
township, which he still owns. Failing health caused him tb 
leave the farm in 1892. at which time he removed to Princeton, 
where lie conducted a restaurant for a few months. In November 
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of llial year Mr. Mdlingrr mine In Fort P.rancli, where lie 
lias since conducted Hie furniture and undertaking business. Mr. 
Mellinger and Ins wife are members of flic Methodist Episcopal 
( bnrcli aiwl are kindly, benevolent people. Having no children 
of their own they have reared two adopted children. Mr. Mcl- 
linger is a Republican in politics and a member of tin* Independent 
Order of Odd bellows. Starting out in life empty-handed, he 
has worked his wav steadily upward, overcoming all difficulties 
and obstacles in bis path and reaching the goal of success by per¬ 
severance and resolute energy. 

\V. G. HOPKINS, M. D„ is a prominent member of t'be tiicd- 
ical profession and a representative citizen of Gibson County. He 
resides at Port I'rani'll, and receives a large and lucrative practice. 
Which is ample evidence of skill and success as a physician. Dr. 
Hopkins was bom in Wayne County, Illinois, August i, 1844. 

I le gained a lilxTal literary education aand early in life (1865) took 
up the study id medicine. He completed a three years’ course 
in the Evansville Medical College, and then entered upon Hie 
practice of his chosen profession. Tu after years lie took a post 
graduate course in the Udlcvue Medical College of New York, 
and as lie has always been a close student and a progressive prac¬ 
titioner, he has become thoroughly well informed and hence is 
well prepared for the profession. The Doctor was united in mar¬ 
riage to Miss Emma Porter, and to tlieir union hove lx*en born 
three children*—Willard T.: Mabel, deceased; and Stella. Tbc 
son is a student in the State University at P»?<x>mington, ami bis 
purpose is to prepare himself for profession of law. He is a 
promising young man. who will undoubtedly win success in Iris 
chosen calling. Tu the summer of T896 be served as president 
of the MeKinlev Club of Fort Rranch. The Doctor is a member 
of the Odd Fellows’ Socictv, and in politics is a stalwart Republi¬ 
can, whose allegiance to the party is unwavering. He believes 
most firmly in the gold standard, and in all those principles which 
have ever made the Republican the party of progress and reform, 
lie has never sought office, however, prefering to give his atten¬ 
tion to his business. He has a broad ami comprehensive under¬ 
standing of the science of medicine, and docs all in Iris power to 
perfect himself in Iris chosen calling. He not only stands well 
with the public, but has the confidence and resfxxt of his pro¬ 
fessional brethren, and in the ciommunity has made many warm 
friends. 

CHARLES (\ KUHN.—The merited ami fitting reward of a 
well spcul life ami active business career is an honored retirement 
in which to enjoy the fruits of former toil. For many years this 
gentleman was prominently connected with Hie Com m ere ral inter¬ 
ests of Fort Hrancli, but in t 8<)5 bid aside all care and is now 
resting from bis lalxir in a comfortable home, which was acquired 
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entirely through *liis own efforts. He is widely and favorably 
known in Gibson County, and ’his name occupies a high place on 
the roll of leading and influeirtial citizens. Mr. Kuhn was horn 
on the 2nd of November, 1840, and is a son of Henry ami Mar¬ 
garet Kuhn, both of whom were natives of Pennsylvania. In 
their home the days of his boyhood and youth were passed quietly 
and uneventfully. Play ami work occupied his time when he 
was not in the school room. He entered upon his business career 
in the capacity of a clerk in a mercantile establishment and was 
thus employed for some time, during which period he became thor¬ 
oughly familiar with business methods and practices. He took 
note of the plan and system follower! bv the most successful men 
and when he began business on his own account, put this knowl¬ 
edge to the practical test. Tfis earnest labor, economy and per¬ 
severance supplied him with the capital which enabled him t'o 
establish a store of his own and in 1875 he purchased a stock of 
goods ami became one of the general merchants of Fort Branch. 
For twenty vears he was prominently connected with its business 
interests. He had a well appointed store, and Ivis courteous treat¬ 
ment enabled him to win from the public a liberail patronage. Mr. 
Kuhn was united in marriage to Miss Henrietta Oswald, of 
Princeton, a daughter of John Oswald, and they have two chil¬ 
dren. Margaret ami Anna, fu the Roman Catholic Church the 
parents hold membership. Tn |>olitics Mr. Kuhn is a Democrat, 
who favors the free coinage of silver, but has never been an 
office seeker. 11c owns a fine residence, which stands as a monu¬ 
ment to his thrift and enterprise, and in the community where 
lie lives lie is well known as a man whose integrity is above ques¬ 
tion and whose word is as good as his bond. 

GEORGE FRANKLIN HOFFMAN, publisher of the 
Weekly Times, of Fort Branch, was horn on the 16th of February. 
1869, and is a son of Frank and Caroline (Brothers) Hoffman. 
Our subject attended the common schools, ami at the age of sev¬ 
enteen started out for himself, since which time lie has been 
dependent entirely upon his own resources. lie began learning 
•Wic imuter’s trade in the office of fclie Telephone, and continued 
in that employ for about two years. In 1889, he went to Sullivan. 
Indiana, where he was employed in a similar capacity, and in 
1892 he removed to fndiaiiapolis. but after a short stay returned 
to Sullivan. Tn June, 1894. he came to Fort Branch, and has 
since been engaged in the publication of the Weekly Times. 
This paper has now a good circulation and is a well edited journal, 
devoted to tihe interests of Fort Branch and Gibson County. Mr. 
Hoffman was united in marriage with Miss Lucy Johnson, a 
daughter of Duane Johnson, of Flat rock, Illinois. He belongs 
to the Knights of Pythias Fraternity and Mrs. Hoffman is a 
member of the Presbyterian Church. Iiis political support is 
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given flic DeimxTacv. Mr. Hoffman is a young man. possessed 
of tlu* true spirit of jn*ogress ami enterprise which clwracterizes 
the west: in disposition is kindly, in manner is genial and affable, 
and throughout the community where he resides has made many 
warm friemls. 

J. F. LYNN, the efficient ami popular telegraph ojKTator and 
station agent of Fort Branch, was horn on the 25th of May, 1873, 
ami is a son of Jacob and Maggie (Arnold) Lynn. lx>t«h of whom 
were natives of this country, and resided for some years in Evans¬ 
ville, Indiana. J. E. Lynn has spent his cirtire fife in this state, 
ami was reared under Che |>arental roof, while in die common 
sc)n*>Is he acquired Ins education. Wlien only Hirrtccn years of 
age he started out in life for himself, and has since been dqicndent 
upon 'his own efforts, so that whatever success lie 'has achieved 
has come as the reward of his diligence and perseverance. He 
began work with the EvansviMe & Terre llautc Railroad; was 
then made agent at Haubstadt. wire re he remained one year, or 
until Dec end >or, 1894, when he was transferred to Fort Branch, 
where he has since continued. On the 17th of January. 1893, was 
celebrated the marriage of Mr. Lynn and Miss Anna Dcnncr, a 
daughter of Lawrence Dcnncr, of Evansville. Both Mr. ami 
Mrs. Lynn are members of the Catholic Church. He is a sclf- 
made man, whose -advancement has come tlmxigh his own efforts, 
and who by industry and honest toil has won a place among Hie 
representative citizens. T11 manner he is genial anti affable, ami 
has the esteem of many friends and acquaintances. He has 
made a competent official for the railroad company, and has mer¬ 
ited the confidence rcjTOsed in him. 

J. V. DE LONG.—Wealth may enable one to secure a start in 
life, but without the essential qualifications of perseverance, in¬ 
dustry and executive ability one cannot carry a business forward 
to successful completion. The subject of this review was de¬ 
pendent upon his own exertions entirely from an early age. but be 
|x>ssesscd the requisites essential to a prosperous business career, 
ami bv determined pur|>osc has steadily worked his way upward. 
Mr. De T»ng was born hi Evansville, Indiana, on the 5th 
November, 1859, and is a son of James and Ellen De Ix>ng, Hie 
former a native of Ohio, and Hie latter of Ireland. He attended 
the common schools in his early youth, and when about seventeen 
years of age s|XTit one term as a student in the Evansville Com¬ 
mercial College. This constituted his preparation for a business 
life and in 1880 he came to Fort Brandi to accept a position as a 
salesman in a mercantile establishment. For about ten years he 
was thus employed and during that period became thoroughly 
familiar with the best plans and methods of business procedure. 
When by bis energy, industrv and economy be had secured a 
sufficient capital to engage in business for himself, he established 
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a .store and since 1895 has been numbered among the leading mer- 
chanits of Fort Branch. He carries a stock valued at about six 
thousand dollars and from the public receives a liberal |>atronagc. 
Mr. De Ix>ng was united in marriage to Miss Lillie Vickery, of 
Vincennes, Indiana, a daughter of John Vickery, who died in 
1885. They have two children—John Vickery, aged nine years, 
ami Lillian, a little maiden of two summers. Mr. De Long is a 
member of the Knights of Pythias Fraternity ami the Modern 
Woodmen of America, and his political sup|>ort is given the Re¬ 
publican party. Both he and 'his wife are consistent menil>ers 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He has the strictest regard 
for the ethics of business life, is observant of the vows that lie 
has taken upon 'himself as a member of the fraternal organizations 
and in all the relations of life has won the esteem oof those with 
whom he lias l>een brought in contact. 

R. S. BOYLE, the popular Trustee of Johnson township, and 
wIk) is engaged in the grain business in Fort Branch, is one of 
Indiana's native sons, his birth having occurred in Posev County, 
on the 10th of November, 1856. l ie is a son of John and 0|dielia 
(Shelton) Boyle, the former having occurred in Posey County, 
latter of Vanderburgh County. I [is brother, D. M. Boyle, is now 
a well known attorney of Pierre. South Dakota. In his parents’ 
home our subject spent the days of his lioyliood and youth and 
in 1864 removed with the family to Vanderburgh County, where 
be remained until 1886. I11 that year he went to tlie west, where 

he continued until 1889, at which time he returned to Illinois, 
continuing a resident of that state until 1890. Mr. Boyle tlien 
came to Gibson County, and has since made Ins home hi Fort 
Branch. His time and attention have been devoted to the grain 
bushiess, and lie is a wide-awake, progressive man, whose energy 
and capable management have l>een the stepping stones on which 
he has risen to prosjieritv. Mr. Boo vie was umted ii» marriage to 
Miss Emma Pruitt, a native of Vanderburgh County, and a daugh¬ 
ter of Warner Pruitt. They now liave two children—Etta, wilio 
was horn in Lebanon, Dakota, during their residence in the west; 
and Walter, wlio was born in Indiana. Mr. Boyle and his wife 
liold membership in the Christian Church, ami in his social rela¬ 
tions he is a member of the Masonic Fraternity. His political 
support is given the Democracy, and he is well informed on the 
issues of the day. He was elected Trustee of Johnson township 
in 1894, ami has discharged his duties in that office with fidelity 
and given universal satisfaction. He is a leading representative 
citizen and a gentleman of honor and respectability. 

J. M. SPEAR, of Fort Branch, is one of the substantial and 
lending business men of Gibson County, ami is well entitled to 
mention aiming the worthy and representative citizens of the 
county. He was Ixirn on the 9th of March, 1840. He received 
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;i fair ronmiun school education ami had just reached Ids ma¬ 
jority wiion tli< % C ivil \vnr came on. Prompted by a spirit of loyally 
Mr. S|x v ar responded to tile call of his country for aid anil went 
fortii as a member of the Forty-sixth Indiana Infantry, with which 
he remained one year. ()n his return to the north Mr. Spear lo¬ 
aded in Rock port, Indiana, where lie was engaged in the coal 
business for a period of five years. On the expiration of that 
time he removed to llauhstadt. where he engaged in the milling 
business, and later came to Fort Branch. where he has siirce con¬ 
tinued the same form of business: his success l>eiug most satis¬ 
factory. In 1886 was organized the Fort Rranch Milling Com¬ 
pany, of which he is a meni 1 >er. This company has a well 
equipped mill, furnished with the tatest improved machinery, ami 
is modern in all of its appointments. The business of the firm is 
wisely ami prudently conducted. Mr. Sj>ear, who is the senior 
member of the firm, thoroughly understands the business in every 
detail ami takes just pride in making the products of the mill 
first-class in every jxarticular. Mr. Spear was linked in marriage 
with Miss Kusilla Lewis, of (iibson County, and to the marriage 
have been !>orn seven children, namely: Henry, Oliver M., 
Christina, Mary, Martha. Margaret ami Adeline. The parents 
liold membership in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. Mr. 
Spear is a momlier of the lnde|K*iwlent Order of Odd Fellows, 
ami a higlrtvs repeeted ckizen, who lias well contributed bis part 
toward the advancement of the community in which he resides. 

S. M. HOLCOMB. who is engaged in the practice of law in 
Fort Rranvli, is numhered among ludiaila*s prominent citizens, 
and belongs to that class of men who by personal effort have 
achieved success and attained an honorable ami influential position 
among their fellow men. He was Ivorn March 27. 1838, a son of 
Fhler Flihu and Nancy (Cook) Holcomb, ami was reared on a 
farm five miles east of Fort Branch. His educational advantages 
were limited, hut lie made tlie most of his opportunities and ex¬ 
tensive reaiding and study at home have made him a well informed 
man. At the age of eighteen he began teaching, ami successfully 
followed tliat profession for a number of years through the winter 
seasons. When twenty-three years of age, Mr. Holcomb, 
prompted by a spirit of patriotism and loyalty, organized in Feb¬ 
ruary, 1862, a company, which afterwards became parts of Com- 
IMiiies A and C of the Sixtv-third fmliana Infantry. Upon the 
organization of the company he was elected captain. The com¬ 
pany. at Indianapolis, was divided and assigned to Hie above 
named companies of the Sixty-third Indiana. Mr. Holcomb wa*s 
assigned to Company C and appointed its first lieutenant, and 
served up to December. 1862. when be resigned. After bis re¬ 
turn be engaged in teaching for a few terms and then embarked 
in the grain business at Fort Branch. In tbe meantime he had 
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studied law and fitted himself for the Iw, with which lie 'has been 
actively connected since 1875. He now lias a large clientage, and 
for t'he past twenty years has been connected with much of tbe 
imjHirtant litigation in the courts of Gibson County. In addition 
he lias managed his farming interests. He owns a valuaMe fann 
near Fort Branch, and lias always fanned. On the ntb of May. 
1862, Mr. Holcomb married Miss Mary A. Hopkins, daughter 
of Hiram Hopkins. They liave four children. Oscar R., who is 
practicing law in Ritzvillc, Washington: Clarence L., an attorney 
of Petersburg, Pike County; Helen L., wlio is engaged in school 
teaching; and Ralston C., at 1 w>me. Mr. Holcomb is a member of 
the Grand Army of the Republic, the Knights of LsiAmr and the 
Farmers’ Mutual Benefit Association. His father was for more 
than thirty years a minister of the Baptist Church, and Mr. Hol¬ 
comb belongs to the Baptist Church, hi politics lie is a Populist, 
and in the autumn of 1896 was the candidate of his party for Secre¬ 
tary of State. A man of firm convictions, he is fearless in defense 
of wlnat lie Indicvcs- to be right. No one questions his integrity 
or honorable pur|>osc and his record as a soldier and os a private 
citizen alike command respect and admiration. 

JOHN GRIFFIN is the senior member of the firm of Griffin 
& Sharp, dealers in general merchandise in Font Brandi. A 
native of Indiana, lie was born in Decatur County in 1857. March 
20. and is a son of Dennis and Mairv Griffin. Their family num¬ 
bered seven children, five of whom arc yet living. Mr. Griffin 
s|>cnt the first eighteen years of his life in the county of his na¬ 
tivity and acquired his education in the common scliools. He 
then w ent to Princeton and entered upon his business career as a 
salesman in a dry goods store. He was for seventeen years a 
resident of that city, and during that period became familiar with 
aM the methods of mercantile experience. In January, 1895, he 
came to Fort Branch ami embarked in business on his own ac¬ 
count as a memlier of the firm of Griffin 8c Sharp. The partners 
arc well known in Fort Brandi as reliable business men and their 
courteous treatment of their patrons and the excdlent stock 
which they carry has secured to them a liberal patronage. They 
now carry a stock valued at about fiftteen thousand dollars, com¬ 
prising everything found in a first-class general mercantile estab¬ 
lishment. T11 his political views Mr. Griffin is a Republican, ami 
in his social connection he is a member of the Knights of PytHnias 
Fraternity. The greater jrart of his time ami attention, liowever, 
arc devoted to his business interests, in which he has met with 
excellent success He has conformed his conduct to the old 
maxim that honesty is the best policy and to-day no one is held 
in higher esteem in Fort Branch than Mr. Griffin. 

WILLIAM L. WALTERS, the senior member of the firm of 
Walters & Mark'tt, hardware and implement merchants of Fort 
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llrauvh, was horn on the 2nd of Mav. i860, in (iihson County, 
and fs a son of Daniel J. and Nancv (Woods) Walters. r Phc 
fattier was also a native of (iihson Comity. was reared on a farm 
ami throughout his life followed that oceii|>aition. In his family 
there were three children, namely: The subject of this review. 
l)r. Danilin J. ami Mrs. Ezra l-owc. The father died May 9. 
18S8, hut the mother, also a native of (iihson County, still survives 
him. On the homestead farm Mr. Walters, of this sketch, spent 
the days of his boyliViod and youth. 1 le assisted in the lail>ors of 
field ami meadow, and in the winter season, when erops were 
harvested and the work was practically over for the year lie at¬ 
tended the publie Sclmols. Ijatcr he supplemented his early edu¬ 
cational privileges hy a course in the commercial college of 
Evansville, lie was married on the 5th of September, 1895, to 
M iss Anna, daughter of Rev. J. T. Oliphant, o{ Fort Rrancli, and 
they have a pleasant home here. Mr. Walters ostablislvcd his 
present business in 181)4, ami 1ms a good store filled with a largo 
and we’ll selected stock of shelf and heavy hardware, tinware and 
agricultural implements, lie is a wide-awake merchant and Ins 
close application to business, straightforward dealings and cour¬ 
teous Ircatmciv have set'll red him a liberal patronage. Mr. 
Walters is a member of the ()dd Fellows* Society find the Knights 
of lVthias Fraternity. In jxdrtios he is a staunch Republican, 
and in the spring of 1892 was elected a memlicr of the City 
Council, ami in die spring of 1895 was elected Treasurer, fn the 
discharge of these duties he was prompt ami faithful ami is a 
public-spirited citizen, deeply interested in the welfare and ad¬ 
vancement of the community in which his entire life has been 
passed. 

JOHN 1 ’LFSSTNG, Sr., is well worthy of representation in 
the history of (iihson County, for his life record has long been 
interwoven with its lristory awl he has done much for tlie ad¬ 
vancement and general progress of the community in which he 
resides. It is, therefore, with pleasure that we present this sketch 
to our rentiers, knowing tInal it will prove of interest to his many 
friends. Mr. Messing is a native of Maryland, his birth Graving 
occurred in die city of Jlattimorc, on the 14th of September, 1840. 
11 is parents, John and Margaret (Weller) Messing, were both 
natives of (iermany. and 011 their emigration to America, in 1832, 
kx'.Ttcd in Maryland. Tliere the father engagead in the dairy 
business until his death in 1844. His wife long survived him, and 
passed away in 1873. John Messing of this review attended the 
public schools of his native city for four years, and then laid aside 
his text books in order to prove for his own maintenance as an 
office 1n>y. Jjaterbe learned the carpenter’s trade, which lie en¬ 
ergetically followed for many years. Through three decades lie 
continued work along that line, and his efficient service, thorough 
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understanding «if t'lu* business and great reliability in all com¬ 
mercial transactions won him a lilicra! patronage. With the 
capital lie bad thus acquired lie afterward turned 'his attention to 
merchandising, and now conducts one of tin* leading general mer¬ 
chandise stores of Fort Branch, carrying a stock valued at twenty- 
five hundred dollars. Mr. Blessing married Miss LeLitia, daugh¬ 
ter of William II. Epperson, and they l>ecaine jiarenits of nine 
children, six sons and three daughters, namely: (leorge W.. 
(Vtavia, deceased; Margaret, John I\, llerl>crt, Ronokl. Milton. 
Agnes and diaries. Mr. Blessing gives his jiolitical support to 
the men and measures of the Republican party, and socially is 
connected with the Masonic Fraternity. Roth he an<l his wife 
Ixlong to the Methodist episcopal diurdi And take an active 
interest in its work and u|)hiiilding. Through the long years of 
his residence here, Mr. Blessing lias maintained a place among 
tilie tending business men. 11 is career demonstrates the truth 
of tlic old saying tllvat there is no royal road to wealth hut that 
the achievement depends upon the man. 

CLAI Bt >R N POLK is now living a retired life in Fort Branch. 
For many years he was prominently connected with life industrial 
interests <if this section of the county, and liis life demonstrates 
What can he accomplished through earnest labor, enterprise ami 
executive ability; now as the result of bis honest toil lie is enjoying 
a well earned rest. As he is widely and favorably known, we feel 
assured that the record of his life will prove of interest to many 
of our readers and gladly give it a place in this volume. Mr. Polk 
was horn on the 20th of June, 1811, a son of James and Ann 
(Abel) Polk, the former a native of Kentucky and the latter of 
Pennsylvania. His parents were farming people and he was 
reared on the old homestead, so that he early became familiar with 
the duties that fall to the lot of an agriculturist, lie attended the 
common schools and at the age of sixteen worker! at the black¬ 
smith’s trade, which he followed in Kentucky until 1830. Tn that 
year he crossed the Ohio into Indiana, ami has since resided in 
Hibson Comity, where he is numbered among the honored pio¬ 
neers. For more than sixty years he has aided in the advancement 
ami growth of the county by his faithful performance of every duty 
of citizenship and by his support of all measures to prove of 
public benefit. He Iras been engaged in the milling business, 
operating a saw mill, has followed farming and has pursued other 
vocations, which have not only enhanced his individual prosperity, 
hut have added to the general welfare. Mr.. Polk was united' in 
marriage to Miss Rachel Shoptaugh, of Kentucky, who died on 
the 20th of August, 1855. They were parents of eleven children, 
six of whom are living, namely: Ervin, Isabella, Francis M., 
William A., Caleb C. and Sarah J. For his second wife Mr. Polk 
chose Mrs. Mary McMullen, a widow, and a daughter of John 
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Sitli's. tty III is marriage* llicrc is one daughter. Ifltta A. Mr. 
I’nlk is a member of tin* Baptist linrcli, liis wife of tllic Mctltodist 
Episcopal Church. In polities he is a Kcpublicauo. ()iu % of 
< lihson County's pioneers, he lias witnessed almost its entire 
growth and development ami its history would he incompk-te 
wit I ronnt t he record of his life. 

JAM IvS STR l( K LA NI >, deceased, was for many years a head¬ 
ing citizen of (lihson County. ami his nohle life has left fto liis 
children and Iris friemls ami an exampk' that is well worthy of 
emulation, lie was 1 * mi in I’atoka township, on the i8lh of Oc¬ 
tober, i8i8, a son of Rev. Ste|dien ami Elizabeth Strickland, pio¬ 
neer sett lesrs of (irhson ( oiinty, who, after kmating in ImKana, con¬ 
tinued fiK*ir k*shk*nce here until called to the home b^yimd. The 
father was throughout life a minister iff the Rajulisl Church. ami 
reared his family in tlwit faith, lie luad eight children—Elijah. 

I*atsy, Isaac, Elizabeth, Reheeea. Jacob. I Tessa and James, hut 
all are now deceased. Rev. Janies Strickland chained a fair 
education in.his youth and learned lessons of industry and upright¬ 
ness, which lx nr a marked influence on all liis .after life, lie re¬ 
mained with his parents until going to a hbme of his own, taking 
there his bride, wlvom lie married on the 20th of December, 1840. 
She I fore the maiden name of Tempy STfelton, ami was a native of 
Patoka township. Tier girH*x>d days were fiassed in the home 
of her father, James Skelton, who was brougtil from Kentucky 
to this state in pioneer days. Throughout his life he followed 
farming, and bis death <xcurrcd in Gibson County, December 28, 
1867. His wife, who also crime from Kentucky in childhood, sur¬ 
vived her Imsfiand sonic years, and spent her last days in Ne¬ 
braska. passing away August 28. 1885. Mr. and Mrs. Skelton 
were the parents often children, as follows: Rachel, deceased; 
Tempy: Eliza A., who has passed away; Tabitha; Julia ami Janies 
M., both deceased; Joseph, Lucinda, Isabelle and William. At 
the lime of liis marriage Janies Strickland began farming on the 
old homestead and during tlie greater part of Iris life carried on 
agricultural pursuits. Jlc was at one time owner of a valuable 
property of two hundred acres, which he sold on liis retirement 
friom farm life, and then purchased tlie home in Fort Brandi, 
where liis widow now rcsi(k % s. Ten children came to Mess their 
nion, as follows: Joseph, Stephen, James and Julia, all deceased; 
Horace: Benjamin, deceased; Giarles W., Sarah E.,one who died 
in infanev and William M. Mr. Strickland was reared in the 
faith of the Ba|>tist Church ami alxmt 1843 entered tlie work of 
its ministry. 'Ilirough the remainder of his life he Tailored earn¬ 
estly Vo advance the cause of Hie Master, ami by example as well 
as precqxt brought many to a knowledge of the truth. lie passed 
away October 20, 1890. hut his memory remains a blessed bene¬ 
diction to thi>sc who know him. His wife ably assisted him in 
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Iris good work anil llmmgliout the community Iras won the love 
and confidence of all. 

PRESTON A. BRYANT, one of Hie representative and prom¬ 
inent agriculturists of Gibson County, has been identified with 
its interests throughout life, his birth occurring in IVitoka town- 
slri|), August 4, 1850. JI is father, I loratio I »ryanl, was born in the 
Old Dominion, in 1799. but when quite voimg acconijianicd his 
parents to Kentucky, where later he married Nancy Wallace, 
native of that state, both near Owenslroro. in 1804. Twelve chil¬ 
dren blessed their union—John, deceased; Eli; Jane, David, Fran¬ 
cis and Abner M.. all deceased; Henry; 0 >rdciia, deceased; Clin¬ 
ton; Mary, deceased; IVeston A., ami Marion. In 1830 the 
father came .to (iibson County, where he carried 011 farming until 
life's labors were ended, ( hrtober 21, 1866, owning at that lime one 
hundred ami twenty acres of good land. 1 lis wife was called to the 
world beyond in February, 1868. They held membership in the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, in which he was elder for 
sarnie twenty years. Mr. Bryant, of this review, remained at • 
home until his father’s death, when he started out in life for him¬ 
self. working as a harm ham! for the first year. He then attended 
school fora time, preparing himself fora teacher, which profession 
he successfully followed for twelve years, during the period, how¬ 
ever, becoming more proficient by continuing Iris studies at the 
State Normal School. Subsequently lie read law, but never en¬ 
gaged in its practice. He began agricultural pursuits upon a 
rented farm, which he operated for aliout six years, and then pur¬ 
chased forty acres, which he still owns. Besides general farming 
he is also interested in stock-raising and has met with success in 
his undertakings. On the 1st of April, 1875, was consummated 
the marriage of Mr. Bryant ami Miss Nellie, daughter of John L. 
Wallace, by whom be had three children—LaSalle, John and 
Grace. The wife and mother was called to her final rest March 
15, 1893, ami Mr. Brvant has since wedded Mary West. They 
are active members of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, of 
which he has been elder two years and stiperintcdeut of the Sun¬ 
day school six years. Politically. Mr. Bryant has always been a 
faithful adlierent of Republican principles, and is a recognized 
leader of his party in the community. On that ticket he lias 
twice been elected to tlie House of Representatives from Gibson 
County, first in the fall of 1890 and again two years later. He 
proved a most popular and able member of that Ironorablc body, 
ca|Xbbly serving on several important committees, and his course 
there gave the utmost satisfaction to Iris constituents. 

STEP! 1 EN WALTERS MEAD, one of the successful and pro¬ 
gressive agriculturists of Gibson County, was born in Johnson 
township, December 18,1831, of the marriage of Stephen and Polly 
(Pritchett) Mead. His father was born near CatskiJl, New York, 
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March 13. 1795. olHained a limited education, anil at the ago of 
seventeen left the parental roi>f ft>r llu* west. By InkU Ik* pro¬ 
ceeded tV¥ (uieinnati, thence on foot to (iibson ( oturtv, wJtcrc lie 
began work as a farm hand, and was thus employed until twenty- 
one years id age, wlien lie was married. I le began 1 ms domestic 
life upon a farm of eighty acres, which he had previously entered, 
and as time passed added to that |H*operty until lie was one of the 
extensive kind owners id the county. He was also very lilieral 
with his children, ami gave 1o each kind to the value «d fifteen 
hundred ikdkirs. lie married Miss Pritchett, who was l>orn in 
Tennessee, July 4, 1801, and they liocainc parents id fourteen 
Hrihlren, as follows: Benjamin l\ and Daniel, I mill deceased; 
Lemuel T.; John S.: Elisha P.: James l\, deceased; Stejriieii W.; 
diaries; Martin Van I'ureii; William II.: Mary 1 C.; Eliza J. and 
Philo. In dll ilcccased: and Joseph M. 'Hie parents were con¬ 
sistent inendHTs of the Ctunlierland Presbyterian Church.' In 
|M>IHn s Mr. Mead was a staunch Republican, and during the war 
of 1812 lie served under (Icneral Harrison. Stephen W. Mend 
acquired lits education in (lie common schools ami remained on his 
father’s farm until twenty years id age. He was married No- 
vendHT 2, 1854, to Sarah Jane Rutledge, by wInwii he has thir- 
teen children—Mary C\; Stephen J.; Henry A.; Albert M.: Charles 
().; Helen M., deceased; Effic A., deceased; Clarence M.; Stella 
A., Laura E. ami Aggie B., all deceased; Birdie D., and George 
E. Upon his marriage Mr. Mead began farming on. fifty-seven 
acres of land, but as the years have passed he lias added to this 
property, until it now comprises two hundred ami sixty acres. He 
also owns a quarter section of land in Nebraska. Industry and 
perseverance .arc the dominate qualities of his character and have 
been the esscirtial factors in bringing to him success. In politics 
he is a Republican, and in religious belief he ami his family arc 
Methodists. 

NICHOLAS BOREN.—Among the sturdy, energetic and en¬ 
terprising farmers of Gilyson County, who thoroughly understand 
the vocation they fotk>w, and are consequently enabled to carry on 
their calling with profit to themselves, is the subject of this sketch. 
ITc is a native of the county, born in Johnson township, March 9, 
1832, a son of Ezekiel and Riosa (Evans) Boren, and acquired a 
limited education in its public schools. At the age of twenty-four 
Mr Boren was married, ami unto tlhc marriage were horn four 
children, two of whom died in infancy. Those living are James 
W. and John A. He began his farming operations trpon a tract 
of one hundred acres received from his father, and with him his 
parents both resided, lie continued the operation of that farm for 
tlrirty-eiglrt years, and then removed to his present place, com¬ 
prising one hundred ami fifty acres of rich ami productive land, 
which he has tinder a high state of cultivation and well improved, 
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with a gH3t.w1 residence ami substantial outbuildings. He lias 
also given bis son sixty acres. M r. Horen has ever taken an active 
interest in political affairs, affiliating with tin! Republican party 
until 1892, but since that time has been a stalwart Populist. Ilis 
honorable, upright life has gained him the esteem aiwl regard of 
all classes of people, and his industrious liabits and genial warm¬ 
heartedness endear him to all. I loth himself and estimable wife 
are active members of tin.' Christian Church. 

WKLSY KARNES, an enterprising young farmer living near 
Foil l*rtinoh,lras spent his entire life in Gibson County, lie was 
horn in Patokci township, October 31, 1870. his |rarents being 
Jesse and Ellen (Woods) Karnes, tlie former Imrn in Warrick 
County, Indiana, July 1. 1844. the latter in Gibson County, Oc- 
toiler 7, 1850. The father continued in his parents’ luonie until 
twenty-two years of age. when lie was married, after which lie 
assumed the management of the Karnes homestead. renting that 
property for four years, wlien the gram I fat her of m*r subject sold 
out and removed to tin 1 south. Jesse Karnes has since resided on 
rented land ami is now operating a farm in Patoka township. lie 
and his wife are |>Cople of sterling worth, holding membership 
in Hie othodist Episcojral Church, ami by their nrarriage have been 
born three children—Welsv, Clarence ami Essie. Mr. Karnes, 
whose name introduces this sketch, began work in tlie fields as 
soon as old enough to handle the plow, and throughout life lias 
been identified with agricultural interests. The public schools 
afforded'him his educational privileges and when not in the scliool 
room he assisted his father until his marriage. On tlie 7th of 
May, 1893, he was joined In wedlock to Miss Hester Ann, daugh¬ 
ter of Janies and Mary J. Wallis. They now have one child — 
Bertrfce Walter. Mrs. Karnes was the owner of four hundred 
and ciglity acres of land, ami since their marriage our subject has 
cultivated this property, the wcH tilled fields indicating his careful 
supervision. He is also cjuke extensively engaged in tlie raising 
of stock, and his systematic methods, great energy and sound 
judgment have made him a most capable business man. Jle lias 
the strictest regard for the ethics of business life ami his word 
is as good as his bond. His political support is given the Repub¬ 
lican party, the principles of which he warmly advocates. lie and 
his estimable wife have many friends in the community, and richly 
merit the high regard in which they are held. 

JAMES II. GWALTNEY, a reliable and intelligent agricul¬ 
turist of Gibson County, is one of its native sons, lx>rn in Johnson 
township on the 17th of August, 1849. parents. Amaria'h 

and Oysey (Scott) Gwaltney, were horn in the same county, the 
former May 31, 1827, ami the latter in February, 1827. They 
received rather a limited education in the common schools near 
their homes, and were married when nineteen years of age. Three 
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Children graced their union -Anna. deceased: James II.; ami 
Polly, dtrcased. The wife ami mother departed this life on Hie 
i^lli of Jaiwiary, 1853, ami kitcr in the same year *1 lie father wedded 
Nancy 'lay lor, who still resales upon I lie* home farm, lie liegnn 
operations on an ciglify acre tract received from his fatluTaml siic- 
c<*ssful1y followed agricultural pursuits throughout life, owning 
at the time of his death—January 18. 1885- -a fine farm of three 
hundred and twenty acres. The literary education of our subject 
was such as the common sol>00Is afforded, and he became familiar 
with the duties of an agriculturist upon the home farm, wlierc he 
remained until his marriage. I le ch«*se as a companion and ln % lp- 
meet on life’s journey a Miss McDonnell, and h» them were horn 
six children — Amariah. deceased: Rose 1C.; Anna 1C.: Zenas; one 
who died in infancy, and l.emucl M. 'Pin* family are all consistent 
members of the Papist ( hnrch, ami hold a high position in the 
social circles of-Ihe community. l T pon his marriage Mr. (ovalt- 
nev located u|hmi a farm of one hundred ami twenty acres given 
him l>v his fattier, and continued the cultivation of the same for 
twelve years, when he returned to Hie old homestead, where he still 
resides, lie is the owner of three humlred and sixtv-five acres 
of valuable land, and the well tilled fields ami mat a|>pearaoce of 
Hie plaee plainly indicates 4 he thrift ami enterprise of the owner. 

I le is a man of good financial ability and excellent judgment, and 
occupies a leading position among the influential citizens of the 
community, with w I nose* interests lie lias always been identified. 
Ilis jxdilicn'l support is given the Democracy. 

HIRAM K. SIDICS.—The subject of this sketch stands second 
to none among the progressive farmers of Gibson County, whose 
record it has been deemed wise to preserve in this manner for the 
perusal of the coming generation As a judicious tiller of the soil 
lie lias met with success,and as a man ami citizen liolds a good po¬ 
sition among his ncighliors. ()n starting out in life Inc worked as 
a farm hand upon Ins father's place for one year, ami then pur¬ 
chased eighty acres, to which he added until lie fund two hundred 
and forty acres of rich and fertile land, hut lvas given to his children 
all with the cxcc|>tion of ninety-five acres. A native of Gibson 
(Anmty. Mr. Skies was born in Johnson township, September 5. 
1821, and on l>ot 1 i the paternal and maternal sides is of German 
origin. His father, John Sides, was l*>rii in Pennsylvania, aJx>ut 
1776. three months after his fattier had been killed in the Revo¬ 
lutionary war. He remained at home until the age of twenty-two 
years, when he married Hannah Profilers, wlio was horn in 
North Carolina, in 1779, and they became tlie jrarents of seven 
children, as follows: Henry, Catherine, James and Elizabeth, all 
deceased: Mary: Hiram l\: ami Martha J.. deceased. Hie 
father's death occurred June 6. 1856, ami the mother passed away 
November 26. 1878. They were members of the Cumberland 
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lYeshvirriait Church. On leaving liis native state «Mic father 
went to Tennessee, lhence to Kentucky, and finally kxated in 
Hibson County, where lu* entered one Inn wired and sixty acres 
of government land, and at the time of liis death had a fine farm 
of two hundred acres. In five usual manner of farm boys Hiram 
F. Sides spent the days of liis boylnxxl and youth, and at the age 
of twenty-six years was united in marriage with Nancy I'rcwcr, 
who is of Scotch and Welsh descent. P.y trade her father was 
both a carpenter and miller, and also worked in a stone quarry at 
Kvansville, Indiana, lie died April 26, 1841, and Inis wife was 
called to‘her final rest on the 22nd of the following December. 
Kiglrt children blessed the union of Mr. and Mrs. Sides—John 
W.: Albert, deceased: Mary Ann; Alexander; 'lliomas; Charles 
W., demised rSylvester and K))a. Tlmsc wlio yet survive are 
farming people ami reside close to the old homestead. In manner 
Mr. Sides is quiet and unassuming, yet has made many warm 
friends and Iras the confidence and esteem of all w ith whom he 
comes in contact. Until 1890 he was a Democrat in polities, hut 
is now an «irm‘st supporter of the People’s party. In religious 
belief he is a Cumberland Presbyterian. 

1 AM RS 1 C. 1 MCLOAT.—Hie one tumdred and seventy-acre 
farm in Johnson township belonging to our subject is conspicuous 
for the manner in which it Iras been improved and cultivated, and 
is evidently the homestead of one of the most enterprising men 
of (lib son County. Throughout liis entire business career he ha*s 
engaged in agricultural pursuits, at first owning a farm of one 
hundred and twenty acres in Montgomery township, which he 
operated for six years, and then sold and purchased eighty acres 
of his present fine farm. With flic exce|>tioii of thirty acres re¬ 
ceived from his father’s estate, liis accumulations arc the reward 
of Iris own perseverance, industry and energy. 'Mr. Ilefoat was 
liorn in Johnson township, April 8, 1853,1a son of (icorge W. and 
M'artha (Reed) Reloat, whose birtlis occurred in the same town¬ 
ship, the former in 1828 ami the latter in 1826. The father re¬ 
mained at home until his marriage at the age of twenty-three, 
when tie began farming upon an eiglity-acrc tract which he en¬ 
tered from the government. Right years later he embarked in 
line milling business, operating both a saw ami flouring mill in 
Johnson township on the railroad for six years, when lie again 
resumed farming. On the breaking out of tire Civil war, however, 
he laid a'side personal interest, enlisting in August. 1861, in the 
First Indiana Volunteer Cavalry’, and for three years ami three 
mouths followed the stars and stripes 011 southern battle fields, 
returning home in Novcmlier, 1864, with an .honorable war record. 
He then continued fanning and stock-raising until his death .which 
occurred February 20, 1890. liis faithful wife, who s-till survives 
him, is now living with a daughter in California. Roth were 
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inrmlHTs of llu* Cumbcrkiml Presbyterian Church, in which lie* 
served ;is elder for t went v-tliree years, anil writ* earm'sl, consci- 
1'iilions 1 lirisliairs. In their family wen* eigili 4 cbilikcn --1 lenrv 
•ami Susan, deceased: Janus. Thomas. Martin. Catharine, (ieorgv 
W. and I Mki. Al 0 u % age of 1 wont v-three Ik* left home ami liegan 
t'he kittle of life for himself, lie lias always been an ardent Re¬ 
publican in |«olitics. ami religions liehef Im>Hi himself ami wife 
are Methodists. <)n Ok* 3d irf Pehrtrarv. 1876, he married Amer¬ 
ica K. Ilrimticld. and they ihhw iwve one ihu^itiT, Kstclla. The 
family is one of pr<Hiiiivenoe, wiiMy ami favorably known thmugh- 
ont <iibson County. 

A. <i. M AK'IOMSf )N.—l ; or almost thrce-<|nartcrs of a century 
the Makemson family. i>f which our subject is a representative, 
has been connected with (iibson (’onnty. Ills father. Andrew 
Makemson. was born in Virginia, id Irish |Kirent;ige, ami received 
a very limited education, lie remained under the fmrcntul roof 
until his marriage, ami then his |>arents made tlK*ir kune with 
him. lie weihled Margaret Shaver, who was born, in Henderson 
(’onnty. Kentucky, June 11, 171)2, and was of (ierntan lineage. 
Ihcir union, which was celebrated July 30, 1811, was blessed with 
eleven children, namely: josc|jh, Nancy Allen, Sarah M., James, 
William and benjamin S., all m>w deceased; John L.; Mary Jane; 
Anderson (i.; Thomas Ik, deceased; ami Margaret Ann. For 
a few years after their marriage tlic parents resided in Kentucky, 
ami then removed to Perry County, Indiana, where they remained 
two years. In 1824 they came to (iibson County, where the 
mother died April 6, 184T, and the fattier departed this life De¬ 
cember y, 18(10. lie was a farmer by occupation ami by Ids 
industry and |>ccscvcrnnce added to his possessions until he be¬ 
calm* the owner of one hundred ami eighty acres of good land. 
Me ami his wife were members of the United Presbyterian 
Church. Until thirteen years of age Anderson (i. Makemson 
never attended school ami after that time his educational privi¬ 
leges amounted to only about one month's schooling cadi year! 

I Its training a# farm labor, however, was not meagre, and he con¬ 
tinued to assist in the cultivation of the old homestead until twen¬ 
ty-two years of age, when be was married on the 12th of Decem¬ 
ber, 1851, to Emcline Murphy. Figlit children were born to them, 
as follows? Cliarles II., Joiui and Monroe, all deceased; Relic; 
Hattie; Mamie; Dollic; and Ccncva, deceased. The mother of 
this family was calk'd to the home beyond May ir, 1896, ami 
died in the faith of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church; of which 
she was a consistent member. At the time of his marriage Mr. 
Makemson liad no capital, but soon after lie ptircliatscd forty 
acres of land ami as his financial resources have increased lie lias 
added to his property until he 111 >\v owns a valuable tract of one 
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hundred and fifty-three acres, which is highly cultivated ami well 
improved with substantial buildings. lie is now sixty-seven 
years of age. ami is living retired, enjoying the fruits of Iris former 
war he manifested his loyalty to the government by enlisting 
December T2, 1864, and serving with the One Hundred and 
Forty-third Indiana infantry f until September, 1865, when liOs- 
tili-ties having ended he was Ironora/blv disdrarged. Suoli is the 
record of one who owes his success alone to his own efforts, and 
whose life has 'been luonorablc and straightforward. • 

W. S. M 1 NN 1 S, a representative of one of the pioneer families 
of Gibson County, was born in Italian townslrip, April 5, 1848. 
Mis father, Janies Mimris, also a native of Gibson County, was 
born in 1817, and is a son of Tliomas Minnis, a native of the 
Emerald Isle. For three years during the Civil war James Mimris 
served his country as one of the boys in blue of Company A. 
Fifty-eighth Illinois Infantry. He lias been three times married, 
and Hie diildrcn of the first union are Hiomas and Mrs. Arminta 
Elwin. llis second wife was Martlia J„ dauglitcr of Philemon 
Dill, Their children arc Mclvina, wife of T. l r . Davis; W. S.: 
Cynthia A., wife of YV. S. Hurst: Minerva J., wife of John W. 
Coleman; Nellie R.. wife of (aim Yeager; Belle, wife of J. T. 
Beatty; James H.; Willis; Wilifam S.. deceased: Warwick, Cytlria 
and John M. 'Hie only child of the third marriage is Walter. 
Mr. Minnis. of this review, spent his bovliood days in the usual 
manner of farmer lads, ami enjoyed the educational! privileges 
afforded by the district schools, lie was married July 27, 1871, 
to Sefoa A., daughter of David ami Nancy (Kilpatrick) Martin. 
Her father was born in South Carolina, and was 011c of the first 
settlers of Gibson County. His surviving children are Mrs. Jane 
Canady, Mrs. Nancy Burton, Mrs. Kate Watt, Mrs. Minnis, John 
C, Mfs. Laura Moore, Mrs. Alice T*. Shiner, Mrs. Helen M. 
Sfinglc and Mrs. Flora B. Blackwell. Mr. Minnis was elected 
township trustee on the Democratic ticket in 1882, and served 
one term. In 1894 he was rc-electcd to the same office, and is 
doing effective service in the interests of good scliools, good made 
and substantial improvements in Barton township, lie has al¬ 
ways followed farming and bis honorable ami well spent life lias 
won him the respect of all. 

HENRY W. LUHRING, an esteemed citizen, now follows 
merchandising in Haubstadt. A man of unswerving integrity and 
honor, wlio lias a perfect appreciation of the higher ethics of life, 
he lias gained and retained the confidence and respect of Iris fellow 
men, and is distinctively 011c of the leading citizens of Gibson 
Comity, with whose interests he has always been identified. Mr. 
Luhring was born in thiscounty. January 25. 1852, a son of 
William an<l Catlicrinc Lull ring, natives of Hanover, Germany. 
On coming to America the father first went to Cincinnati, Ohio, 
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and later arrived in (iihson County, witli a cash cajiital of only 
twenty dollars, but by perseverance and energy be accumulated 
a comfortable coni|>clcncc. Here be married ( atherine Dick- 
ingcr. bv whom be had two children. I lei* death occurred aJxHtl 
iHdi. and tlie father afterward married again, by which union he 
had three children, lie made farming his life work, continuing 
that 'pursuit until bis death, which occurred nineteen years ago. 
On the home farm Henry W. f.uhring was reared, and with tlic 
fal>ors of hold and meadow early became familiar, l ie aci|irired 
a good education in the public schools, ami afterward engaged in 
teaching with excellent success for five years. Subsequently be 
engaged in clerking in TTaubsta<h for one year, ami in 1876 formed 
a partnership with Jacob Ilcimann, for tbe purpose of dealing in 
general merdKindisc. For about eighteen years be continued 
operations in Hint line, ami then turned his attention to tbe grain 
and live slink business. A year hUcr, liowcver. he resumed 
merchandising with a stock valued at aobut eleven hundred dol¬ 
lars. This he has steadily increased and to-day carries a large 
assortment of general merchandise, wlrilc from the public lie re¬ 
ceives a liberal patronage. Mr. Luliring was married in 1878, flic 
lady of bis choice licing Miss Martha Horen, daughter of James 
Horen, of Johnson township. Their only child, O. Raymond, 
having trained a good literary education, is now studying law. 
Mr. Luhring exercises his right of franchise in support of the 
Republican | tarty, and is a member of the Ancient Order of United 
Workmen, lie has tlrrough bis own exertions attained an hon¬ 
orable jnvsiti'ou and marked prestige among the business men of 
this locality, ami with signal consistency it may be said that lie 
is the architect of his own fortunes, and one whose success amply 
justifies the application of Hint most expressive title “a self-made 
man.” 

JOHN SIPP.—(icrmany lias furnislied to the United States 
many bright, entcr^yrising voting men, wlio have left the Father- 
land to enter the business circles of this country witb its more 
progressive business methods, livelier competition and advance¬ 
ment more quickly secured. Among this ntimlxT is Mr. Sipp, 
who was ln>rn in Hesse-Darmstadt, (icrmany, August 25, 1829, 
a soil of William and Harbara (Pfeiffer) Sipp. the former a native 
of Ha vania, and the kilter of Hossc-Dhrmstadt. Tn the laml of 
their birth they spent their entire lives, and reared their family 
of two sons ami three daughters. John Sipp learned the trade of 
blacksmithing under his father and gained a good education in 
his native tionguc. lie remained in the land of his nativity until 
1852, when hoping it> improve his financial comfition he came to 
America. lie was entirely unacquainted with the ways ami cus¬ 
toms of the people and could not read or speak 'the English 
language, hut tic soon learned to do both. lie landed in New 
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York and came to Evansville, w here for two years he worked at 
his trade. ()n the expiration of final period he localted in Warren- 
ton, Gibson County, where he resided for twenty-five years, con- 
d tit ting a blacksmith siiop. lie was then elected County Treas- 
urcr on the Republican ticket and by re-election served in that 
office for four years, during the greater part of which time he 
made his home in lYinccton. Near the close of his public service 
he purdrased property in Haubstatlt, where lit lias since lived 
retired. In 1865 Mr. Sipp was united in marriage ta Mary EUa 
Stascr, the second daughter of John C. Stascr, of Vanderburgh 
County. She died in 1881, leaving four children'—Margaret. 
William W., Lula and Olive. Mr. Sipp is a mctnlier of the 
Evangelical Church. Fortune has dealt kindly with him, and has 
rewarded his energy, diligence and application to business hv a 
comfortable competence. His career is identified with that of 
Gibson Counity, where he has accpiired fortune, and where he is 
an honored ami respected citizen. 

JOHN BALLARD, M. D., who is engaged in the practice of 
medicine in Haulistailt, has attained an enviable position in Mu* 
ranks of the medical fraternity of Southern Indiana. Earnest 
study, broad research and the tlroughtful application of the 
knowledge that he has acquired lias given bim a skill as a prac¬ 
titioner which makes him a most worthy representative of the 
profession. He was born in Johnson township, Gibson Comity. 
July 16, 1839, aiwl is a son of Thomas and Anna (Carter) IVallard, 
lx>th natives of Cam bridges'll ire, England, the former lx>rn in 
1809. They were maimed in tlrcir native land, and buried one 
Child there. With a daughter they came to America in 1835, tak¬ 
ing up their residence in Johnson township, where the father still 
makes li'ishomc on the farm where lie first located. The daughter. 
Mary Ann, who came with the parents to the Cnited States, is 
now deceased. The children Ixirn in this country were eleven 
in number, and only two are now living—John and Thomas. The 
latter resides on the old homestead. The father has followed 
fanning throughout his entire life. He adheres to the faith of the 
Episcopal Church, in which lie was reared, and to the principles 
of Democracy. His wife died in 1891, at the age of seventv-five 
years. On the farmstead Dr. Ballard spent his lx>yhood and 
youth, assisting in the lalxirs of the fields as soon as oltl enough 
to handle the plow. His early education, acquired in the district 
schools, was supplemented by study in Forest Academy of Van¬ 
derburgh County, and in Owensvillc. In 1865 completed a 
commercial course in Indianapolis, and in 1866 he entered Jeffer¬ 
son College of Rhiladefpltta, where lie was graduated in 1868. 
Dr. Ballard began the practice of his profession in Wheutonvillc. 
ami «in 1872 located in J laubstadt, where he has since successfully 
practiced. In 1878 he went abroad, visiting the leading colleges 
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and Itosprtftls of Europe, and throughout his iirofcssroual career 
lias hem a ck*se student of the science of medicine. keeping fully 
abreast with the progress which rlmrticicrizcs this nineteenth cen¬ 
tury development. Mis worth is acknowledged by his professional 
brethren ami is attested by his large and lucrative practice. The 
Doctor was married in 1882, the lady of Ins cluoicc being Miss 
S. E. Hruimfidd, of Gibson County. Their liome is blessed with 
four children—Ella, William, RoMey and Herbert. 

JACOR HEIMANN is one of the enterprising merchants of 
I faubstadlt, wliosc systematic methods, executive ability ami sound 
judgment, combined with energy and industry have made him 
one of the substantial citizens of the community. He was born 
in IVavaria, Germany, July 26. 1854, a son o? Max ami Rtacbd 
(Gimbel) Heimann, now residents of Evansville. Indiana, where 
they have made their home since 1865. in which year they crossed 
the Atlantic to America. Jacob Heimann was at that time eleven 
years of age. He remained under flic parental roof until 1870, 
when be entered u|m>ii his business career as a salesman in War- 
renton, (iibson County. Eor six years be was thus employed, and 
in 1876 lie entered into jKirtiKTsliip with Henry W. Luhring for 
t he purpose of engaging in general merchandising. The business 
connection bctwceothcm continued for eighteen years, after which 
Mr. Ilcimnniv 1 x>iight out Iris partner's interest and Iras since 
been alone in business. 11 is store in lianhstadt is filled with a 
well assorted stock of general mcrcalmdisc and a liberal juatronagc 
is accorded its proprietor, who by Ivis genial and courteous man¬ 
ner and honorable dealing has won the confidence ami good will 
of the public. Tn 1888 was consummated the marriage of Mr. 
Ileimaim and Miss EfTa Davis, of Enfield, Illinois. They now 
have one child, Norman. In his political views Mr. Heimann is 
a Republican!, w!r> warmly advocates bis party principles. He 
started out in life for himself when only sixteen years of age, ami 
has since been dependent entirely upon his own resources, so tliat 
the success that he has achieved is the merited reward of his 
laliors. lie has earned the proud title of a self-made mail, and 
hi si life is an ex amplification of wiiat cam be accomplished through 
determined effort and diligence when guided by sound judgment 
ami characterized by thorough reliability. 

HENRY CHRISTIAN STUENKLE was lx>rn in Johnson 
•township, Gibson County, November 26, 1847, and has continued 
bis residence here thmugliout life. He is now a worthy represen¬ 
tative of its agricultural interests ami his progressive methods 
lravc made him one of the leading fanners of the community. His 
fattier, Henry Stumble, was born in Hanover, Germany, Decem¬ 
ber 12, 1822, otanined a fair education in tlibt country, ami when 
eiglrtcen years of age came with bis parents to America He tlien 
stalled out in fife for himself, working one. year on the Erie Canal, 
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after wliidi he was employed as 'hostler 1>y a ricli merchant of 
Cincinnati, serving in that ca|xicfty for nine years. In the mean¬ 
time he married Johanna Cook, who was l>orn near Mimison, 
Prussia, April 6. 1827. They became parents of seven children 
Henry C.; Louisa; Mary; August ami Amelia, deceased; Gustaf 
H. and ThocKbore. On leaving Cincinnati Henry Stuenkle 
brought h«is family to Gibson County, purolvased forty acres of land 
ami began fanning. His undertaking was crowned with success, 
and he was ait one time owner of a valuable property for four hun¬ 
dred and sixty-three acres, but lias since divided with Ins children. 
He has made his home in Gibson County since 1850, aiwl is one of 
Its well known early settlers. lie ami his family arc members of 
the Evangelical Church. Henry C. Stuenkle was reared in Iris 
parents’ Iwnne aiwl in the public scJkxoIs obtained a fair education, 
which fitted him for life’s practical duties. Since attaining his ma¬ 
jority he has continuously followed farming, beginning operations 
on his own account on a tract of one hundred and twenty-two 
acres of kind which he Itad received frm his father. Mori line has 
dealt kindly with him, and as his financial resources have increased 
Ire has added to his property until he is now the owner of a fine 
farm of three hundred and ciglitcen acres; its substantial buildings 
are sounded by well tilled fields, and all the improvements and 
accessories of a model farm are found within its boundaries. On 
the 13th of Octolier, 1870, when twenty-three years of age, Mr. 
Stuenkle married Louisa Hasselbruick, and their union Iras been 
blessed with six children—Amelia, John, Philip, William, Carl and 
Paul. Mr. Stuenkle and his family are members of the German 
Evangelical Church, and in politics he is a Democrat. 

ALOIS ZILIAK is a well known ami prominent representative 
of the industrial interests of Hauhstadt, Indiana, being one of the 
stockholders in the Ziliak fz Schafer Milling Company,proprietors 
of the Gibson Mills. A native of Vanderburgh County, Indiana, 
he was born on the 25th of November, 1850, and is a son of I>aw- 
rcnce and Elizabeth (Dicmcr) Ziliak, and were natives oof Alsace, 
Prance. The parents came to the United States in 1840, and tocik 
up their residence in Vanderburgh County, whence they afterward 
came bo Gibson County. Here the father established a mill in 
1859, which was the beginning of the present /nilling business, of 
which* his son is now one of the proprietors. He continued to 
operate this null until 1876, when he sold out to the firm of Spear 
Sz Schafer, these gentlemen conducting the business until 1880. 
During bis early boyliOod Mr. Ziliak. of this review, was brought 
by his parents to Gibson County, where lie attended the common 
schools. He learned the milling business with his father and iru 
1880 became one of the proprietors of the old mill. At that time 
the stock company, known as the Ziliak & Schafer Milling Com¬ 
pany, was organized, and in this line they have done ain excellent 
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business. In 1890 the mill was rebuilt ainl fitter! up wit'll the most 
modern appliances, including flic latest improved Roller process, 
ami now has a capacity of two hundred barrels of flour per (lav. 
They manufacture fine bmmls of roller flour ami -their product 
finds a ready sale on the market because of its superior quality. 
They also deal in grain and feed, ami their business has assumed 
quite extensive projxirtions. In connection with his industrial 
interests in ITaubsfadt, Mr. Ziliak is proprietor of am elevator in 
Cynthiana. and bos a distributing room in Evansville and in 
rrinccton, Indiana. Ilis property in connection with grain trade 
are valued at forty two thousand dollars. The tody who now bears 
the name of Mrs. Ziliak was in her maidenhood Miss Caroline 
Wolf, a daughter of William Wolf, of Baden. Germany. Their 
union has boon blessed with seven children, namely: Lawrence 
A., August J., Joseph E., Eti M., Maggie M., Olivia L. and Otto 
C. lire parents arc members of the Roman Catfiolic Church and 
in jiolitics Mr. Ziliak is a Democrat. He has the strictest regard 
for the ethics of commercial life and his business methods com¬ 
mend him to the confidence and regard of all. 

GEORGE D. SEITZ, proprietor of a lumber yard and planing 
mill in Haohstaklt, belongs to tlitat class of citizens who wdl rq>rc- 
sent the op|w>rtunitics offered in America for one of energy and 
determination. Starting out in life’s journey he has overcome 
the difficulties and obstacles in his path by determined purpose 
and has worked his way steadily upward to a position of affluence. 
Mr. Seitz was born June 17, 1852, in Germany, and is a son of John 
Seitz, wliio died when George was about eight years of age. 
Thrinvn upon 'Ins own resources be started out in life for himself, 
and until seven toon years of age was employed as a farm hand. 
(>n abandoning agricultural pursuits, he entered the service of the 
Evansville & Terre Haute Ra’ilroad, with which lie continued 
for three years. Losing his leg in an accident he was then given 
the position of station agent, in which capacity be served for eigh¬ 
teen years. In 1878 he became interested in bis present business, 
and in 1892 resigned his position as station agent in order to 
devote Inis entire time to the lumber trade. He now has a large 
yatd and planing mill, carries a good stock of all kinds of lumber 
and from the public receives a liberal patronage, his trade con¬ 
stantly increasing. Mr. Seitz was united in marriage to Miss 
Naomi J. Ott, a daugliter of John Ott, ami to their union have 
lK'en born three children—Amy R. t Sophia F. ami Dora K. Tlie 
family is widely and favorably known in tlris locality, and the 
members of tire Seitz household occupy an enviable position in 
social circles. Mr. Seitz holds membership in Fort Branch Lodge, 
Nb. 291, T. O. O. F., and gives his political support to the Dem¬ 
ocracy. His life lvas been one of great energy ami his success has 
been achieved through untiring labor. Dependent upon his own 
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resources from an early age lie is indeed a self-made man, aird 
•there is much in Ins life tlimt should serve to insjxire and encourage 
others. He has made many warm friends in this community and 
is justly numbered among the leading citizens of llaubstadt. 

C. M. THOMAS. M. D., has for ten years engaged in the 
practice of medicine in Haul>sta*k v where he has built up a good 
business. He is one of tire native sons of Indiana, his Iriith having 
occurred in Crawfordsvillc, Montgomery County, February 21. 
1844. His parents were Ludlow K. and Mary (McKinney) 
Tlioims. Tlie father was born in Trovo, Miami County. Ohio, 
and was a son of Milton Tltomas, wilro was of Scotch-Irish lineage 
and was also a native of die Buckeye State. The Doctor’s mother, 
a native of Montgomery County, Indiana. Was a daughter of 
James McKinney, who was born in Ohio, and was a representa¬ 
tive of one of die old families of this country. The marriage of 
Ludlow Tlromas and Marv McKinney occurred in her native 
county, and there they spent their remaining flax's, their home 
blessed by four children. Hie Doctor was reared in Craxvfords- 
ville and after attciwling its public schools became a student in 
the Girisfian Union College in Marion, Sullivan County, and was 
graduated in Wabash College of CrawfordsvMIe in 1864. For 
about five years thereafter he traveled as a salesman for a whole¬ 
sale drug house of New York, ami then took up the study of 
medicine. He rs a graduate of die Indiana Medical College of 
Indianapolis, of the class of 1874, and on leaving school he estab¬ 
lished himself in the practice of medicine in Crawfordsville, where 
•lie remained until coming to Hautetadt in 1886. lie has carried 
his researches far into the realms of medical science, ami is well 
versed in the various branches of the profession. People never 
trust their most precious gift, life, in the hands of one unskilled, 
and the literal patronage which Dr. Tbonras enjoys is therefore 
a strong evidence of Uis pronounced ability. Tire Doctor is a 
prominent and valued member of the Masonic Fraternity. His 
]Jrcsent affiliations being with Princeton Dodge, No. 231, F. & A. 
M., Princeton Chapter, No. 75, R. A. M.,and Davalet Oommand- 
cry, No. 15, K. T. He exercises his right of franchise in support 
of the Republican party, and is a man of broad general inform¬ 
ation. both on political and other questions. In 1881 he wedded 
Miss Barbara M. Bible, and they have one son, Ludlow. 

D. P. REAVIS, M. D., a leading physician of Gibson County, 
now engaged in the practice of medicine in Francisoo, was bom 
on the 6th of February, 1856, on the family homestead in this lo¬ 
cality. His father, Logan Reavis, was a native of North Carolina, 
followed farming as a life work and in 1832 came to Gibson 
County, where he died eighteen years later at the age of fifty-three 
years. He married Nancy Beasly, daughter of Thbmas Beasly, 
and her death occurred in 1882. Of their family of nine children, 
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the following arc now living: Minnie E., Cochran: Julia, wife of 
1 C. It. Stevens; ami I). I\ In (lie common .schools Dr. Rcavis 
became familiar with tlic elementary branches of an English 
education, ami on the homestead he received ample training at 
farm work, 'but not wishing to devote bis life to agricultural pur¬ 
suits, he began the study of medicine when eighteen years of age, 
and fitted himself tor the profession to which he now devotes his 
energies. He was graduated from the Medical College of Indiana 
in 1880, after a two years* course, and at once located in Fran¬ 
cisco. where came into active competition with older physicians 
of larger experience, but lie soon gained the public confidence 
and lias now a practice wlrich might well be envied by’many who 
'lravc been much longer in business tJiaii lie. He lias l>ccn a close 
student of the profession and bis broad knowledge ami devotion 
to the interest of bis patients has won- him a skill 
and gained him a rqmtation that is indeed enviable. 
The Doctor was married in Gibson County, in October, 
1880. to Kcturah, daughter of S. J. Madden, of Illinois. 
Their union Iras been blessed with five children—M. Hovey, Jessie, 
Ralph, Don and an infant son. The Doctor is now camp phy¬ 
sician for the Modern Woodmen of America of Francisco. He 
is a prominent mcmlier of the Methodist Episcopal Church, is 
serving as superintendent of the Sunday school, and does all in 
Iris power to advance the work of the church in this community. 
In 1884 he was elected Trustee of Center township, and in 1886 
was rc-clcctcd. During his term he rendered most efficient ser¬ 
vice to the township by keeping up the roads ami buikling bridges, 
ami Iris record as a public official is 1>cyond reproach. 

J. C. RATTEN, M. D.—The world has little use for the mis¬ 
anthrope. The universal truth of brotherhood is widely recog¬ 
nized, also t. 1 ia.t lie serves God best who serves his fellow men. 
There is no professor or line of business that calls for greater 
self-sacrifice or more devoted attention than tlic medical pro¬ 
fession, ami the successful physician is he who through love of his 
fellow men, gives his time and energy to the relief of human suflFcr- 
iirg. Dr. Fatten, of Francisco, is one of the pioneer physicians 
of Gibson County, who through many years has practiced his 
olioscn calling. Six miles from Columbia. Tennessee, on the Pu¬ 
laski noad, stlood the home of Hugh Patten, and there on the 8th 
of March, 1826, the Doctor was horn. In 1835 the father brought 
his family to Gibson County, and engaged in the practice of med¬ 
icine in* Princeton He was a cultured gentleman, a graduate in 
literature of a college in Princeton, New Jersey, and for some 
rears devoted bis life to tlic work of the ministry. He married 
Jane TTarclay, daughter of Samuel Harclay, of Rockbridge, 
Virginia, and the Doctor is the only surviving chikl. The father 
died in November, 1876, and the mother in 1879, the age of sev- 
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enty-five. The internal grandfatlicr, James Patten, was born in 
Philadclpliia, served as a soldier in the French amd Indian war, 
and was a patriot in the army of Waslwngton, being an officer on 
the staff of tflie commander-in-chief. Alter the close of the strug¬ 
gle winch brought to America her inde|*endem:e, he located in 
Tennessee, ami in 1804 removed to Vanderburgh Gounty, Indiana, 
vvihcrc he died in 1815. ' Dr. Patten, of this review, acquired his lit¬ 
erary education in the schools of Princeton and in early matitliood 
began reading medicine with Dr. William G. Helm, a brother of 
Governor Helm, of Kentucky. In 1847 2U*l 1848, in Cincin¬ 
nati, Ohio, he attciule<l his first course of lectures ami afterward 
pursued his professional studies in the Evansville Medical College, 
wilicre he graduated in 1850. Two years previous lie had opened 
an office for practice in Spencer Gounty, and continued in the 
active |irosectftion of his profession until the war. Dr. Patten 
went to the front as a volunteer surgeon, being sent out by Gov¬ 
ernor Morton to aid‘in the care of Indiana -troops after the battle 
of Corinth, and later was emmissroned assistant surgeon of the 
Fifty-eighth Indiana infantry, ami attached to Sherman's pontoon 
train. He served in that capacity from 1864 until the close of 
.hostilities and his service was gratefully received by many a suf¬ 
fering hero of that sanguinary struggle. Since the war he has 
devoted himself almost exclusively to 1ms profession and has built 
up a very large practice, which attests his superior skill and ability. 
He is the owner bf a valuable farm in the Wabash Valley and has 
other property, all of which has been acquired tfvrough his own 
efforts. Tlie Doctor was married in Gibson County, August 6, 
1852, to Louisa, daughter of Ferdinand Marstella, who was lost 
on the Gulf of Mexico in 1844. Their children are Samuel, Mor¬ 
gan, Jennie, Elizabeth, Gilbert, Annie ami Lewis. The Doctor 
is a Republican, and served as pension examiner for this county 
under President Harrison. He belongs to the Ma*somc Fraternity 
and to the Grand Army of the Republic, ami his unfaltering devo¬ 
tion to all the duties of public and private life has won him high 
regard. > 

L. B. WALLACE is proprietor of a well equipped drug store 
in Francisco, ami is a thorough-going business man, whose life 
is an exemplification of the progressive spirit which cliaractcrizes 
the west. He was horn in Gibson County, ami is a son of James 
S. Wallace, sfwcll known fanner of tins county, who served as a 
soldier in Company F. Forty-second Indiana Infantry during the 
Civil war. He married Matilda A. Ward, and they became par¬ 
ents of ten children, of whom four daughters died in infancy. 
The others are T. A., deceased, wlio served in Company A, Forty- 
second Indiana Infantry; L. R.; G. S., of Exeter, Nebraska, also 
011c of the hoys in blue of the late war; F. M., of Elk River, 
Minnesota, who was a member of Company F, One Hundred and 
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Twentieth Indiana Infantry; (korge T., of Pine Bluff, Arkansas; 
Julia J\, wife of WilHani Heironiimis, of Omaha, Nebraska. Tlie 
grandfather, John T. Wallace, was one of Gibson Co unity’s 
pioneers. The gentleman whose name introduces this review 
is indebted too the common schools for his educational privileges, 
lie was reared on a farm and assisted in the labors of field anti 
meadow until seventeen years of age, whert he secured a clerkship 
ih the drug store of Samuel Jackson. Hie following year he began 
business for liimsclf in Francisco, and has now been one of its 
successful merchants for sixteen years. He carries a large and 
well selected stock of drugs and his obliging manner and honor¬ 
able dealing has won him a liberal patronage. In 1863, Mr. 
Wallace joined the Union army as a member of Company A, 
First Indiana Cavalry, and served in the western department under 
General Clay-bon. For two years he followed the old flag as a loyal 
defender of tlie cause it represented and was then mustered out, 
reaching liome July 4, 1865. He has always supported tire Re¬ 
publican iKirty, and in religious belief is a Methodist. Mr. 
Wallace was married October I, 1872, to Allie J., daughter of 
William Wood. She bore him the following children ami then- 
passed to her final rest: Tliomas; E. W., who married Margaret. 
Laughlin; and Flora C., wife of Henry Hegwer. Mr. Wallace 
afterward marrieil Eliza Hussey, a daughter of John McClelland, 
llicir diildren arc Carl C. and Nellie O. 

JAMES M. DOWNEY, one of Francisco’s leading citizens, 
was born in Posey County, Indiana, May 14, 1821, and is a rep¬ 
resentative of one of tlie pioneer families of that locality. His 
grandfather, William Downey, served as one of the minute men 
during tlie war of tlie Revolution, and participated in flic battle of 
Guilford Court House. He now lies buried near Bowling Green, 
Kentucky. Hie father, Janies Downey, was bom in North Caro¬ 
lina afx>ut 1793, and in his youth became a resident of Fbsey 
County. He married Ellen Journey, (laughter of Josejdi Jour¬ 
ney. She was at that time a widow, and a son of her first mar¬ 
riage, Davis, is living in IV>seyville. Mr. and Mrs. Downey 
became parents of eight children—Janies M.; Lowrey, Margaret 
ami Sarah E., deceased; George, of whom nothing has l>ecn* 
heard since 1850; Carolina, deceased wife of George R«eeves; and 
Newton ami Pcrnielia, twins. James M. Downey was reared in 
tlie usual manner of faftner lads of that day, and at the age of 
twenty-five removed from his native county to Vanderburgh 
County. In 1848 he came to Gibson County, where he was 
actively engaged in farming until 1894, when lie disposed of the 
old home and took up his residence in Francisco, where in a 
beautiful dwelling he is now living retired in the enjoyitfcnf of a 
well merited rest. I11 August, 1862, he manifested his loyalty to 
the Union by joining Company B, Sixty-fifth Indiana Mounted 
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Infantry. His regiment was tlie first to enter Knoxville, and 
was largely engaged in duty in Tennessee. In 1864 Mr. Downey 
received an honorable discharge and returned home. He vali¬ 
antly followed the old Hag and in days of peace manifests the same 
loyalty to all duties of citizenship. In 1844 Mr. Dowircy married 
Miss Mary Ann Drysdale, daughter of James Drysdale. She died 
hi 1884, leaving the following children: Sarah I\, wife of H. F. 
Broadwell; William F., who married Cordelia Minnis; Caroline, 
deceased wife of George Miller; Margaret J., deceased wife of 
Martin Dc Wees; Janies N.; George L.; aiid Edgar. Mr. Downey 
is a Metliodist. 

HENRY F. BROADWELL, an enterprising farmer of Cen¬ 
ter township, was horn in Warwick County, liwliana, October 1, 
1838. His father, Henry Broad well, a native of North Carolina, 
came to ttlvis state in 1818, and in 1828 kxrated in Warwick County. 
1 fe served as caj>tain in the Twelfth Kentucky Infantry during the 
war of 1812, and died in Gibson County August 31, 1870, at the 
age of seventy-seven. His father, David Broadwcll, was lx>rn in 
North Carolina, ami died in Hopkinsville, Kentucky. The mother 
of onr subject lrore t/lie maiden name of Shiloh Poison, and was 
born near the Natural Bridge in Virginia. Her children arc 
Clinton, deceased; Nancy, deceased wife of W. F. Fowler; David, 
of York County, Nebraska; Emily, wife of John Townsend, of 
Anderson County, Kansas; Ctarrssa, widow of John Benton, of 
York County, Nebraska; Leroy, of Pike County, Indiana; 
Thomas, deceased; Henry F.; John W., deceased. There was 
also a half brother and sister—W. F. and Ellen, both of whom have 
jiassed away. Henry F. Broad well acquired his education in the 
district scliools, and was reared to agricultural pursuits. In 1859 
lie came to Gibson County, and purchased tllie farm which he is 
now successfully operating. It comprises one hundred and eighty 
•acres of valuable land ami the well tilled fiekls and many improve¬ 
ments on the place indicate the thrift and enteqirise of the owner. 
All liis property lias been acquired through his own efforts and 
fortune deals kindly with tliose who are willing to 'lielp them¬ 
selves. In October, 1861, Mr. Broadwell joined .the boys in blue 
of Company A, Fifty-eighth Indiana Infantry. He was wounded 
at Chickanratiga and for fifteen days lay on the battle field. He 
was ailso wounded at Stone River. For three years he faithfully 
served his country, and was then honorably discharged November 
25, 1864. Mr. Broadwell was married in Gibson County, May 7, 
1865, to Sarah E. Downey, daughter of J. M. Downey, one of 
Gibson County’s pioneers. Their children are Martha B., wife of 
W. A. Meade; Mary D., wife of H. W\ Manz; David S.: Janies L., 
who died in 1893; Rufus A.; Emily C., wife of W. H. Witlver- 
spoon; Elizabeth E. and John W. Mr. Broadwell belongs to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and is a man wliose sterling worth 
commends him to tlie confidence and respect of all. 
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GEORGE STRICKLAND, M. D., of Francisco, whose pro¬ 
fessional reputation and social acquaintance extends beyond the 
Ixmnds of Gibson County, was Ixirn in Patokn bowiislnp, March 
20, 1858, and is a son of James Strickland, who was horn in this 
county in 1829. lie spent his entire We here on a farm ami died 
in 1896. J hiring the C ivil war be enlisted tn Company l r , Fortv- 
seventh Indiana Infantry, ami was in active service until after liter 
Imltle of Stone River, when the serious wounds that he there stis- 
itnhxd necessitated his discharge. He married Elizabeth (arri- 
son, daughter of Jacob Garrison, ami her death occurred in 1866. 
'Ihcir children were George, Malinda, Lucretia and Samuel. Tlie 
last named married Lizzie Wallis, and died leaving a dauglitcr, 
(iladys. In early life he was a teacher, but at his dca;th was a trav¬ 
eling salesman for A. F. IVaker & Co., of Keokuk, Iowa. On the 
homestead farm Dr. Strickland remained untilhediad attained his 
majority, lie was educated in tlie graded schools of his town¬ 
ship, and the higher scInjoIs of ( hvensvillc, Princeton ami Fort 
I'ranch. He engaged in teaelurng school for four terms in Gihson 
County ami then with the view of making the practice of medicine 
his life work began reacting in Hie office of Dr. S. H. Shoptaugh, 
of Princeton, April 1, 1880. He pursued ’his first course of lec¬ 
tures in the Jefferson Medical College of Philaddpliia, took a 
second course in Jxnusville, and a third in the Kentucky Scliool of 
Medicine, where he was graduated in 1883. In July of the same 
year lie opened an office in Francisco, where his accurate and 
comprehensive kmnvledge of the science of medicine and his 
success in practice has secured him a large patronage and lucra¬ 
tive- business. Ow the 30th of January, 1887, w f as celebrated the 
marriage of l>r. Slriclctaml and Miss Louisa Granger, daughter of 
Geoige C»ranger, erf Evansville, ItwK, a gentleman of French de¬ 
scent. lie was a blacksmith by trade and came to Indiana prior to 
tin? war. Hie name was originally spelled Grangner. He had four 
dtihlrcn—Dan A., Mrs. Strickland, Lizzie G., and Maiy, wife of 
J. M. Meade. Hie Doctor is a leading ami influential member 
of tile WtnluKlist Ff>isc’Ot>al Church, ami is secretary of tlie South¬ 
ern tmlawra HoHness Association, He l>elongs to tlve Knights 
erf Pythias Fraternity, the Modern Woodmen of America, and is 
past master of the Ancient Order of LTnited Workmen. Tn poli¬ 
tics »he is a Dcmcrat ami at one time was an active ami influential 
worker in the |*arty. He has been lionored in bis profession by 
the members of tlie medical fraternity, and is now r president of the 
Gibson County Examining Hoard ami vice president of the Gibson 
County Medical Society. 

E. S. FARMER, one of the most progressive and enterprising 
farmers ami stock dealers of Gilison County, was lx*rn near his 
present home October 10, 1843, ami is a representative of one 
of the honored pioneer families of tlie community. His graml- 
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father, Ezekiel Fanner, came to t'he couirtv at a very early day, 
bringing with him his family, including Fleming Farmer, the 
father of our subject, wlio was then a small boy. lie was born in 
(jibson County, and was here reared to manhood. He was twice 
married and by Iris first union had one son, William, who is now 
living in Evansville, Indiana. For his second wife he chose 
Lavisa, daghter of William Woolsey, wlio was at that time a 
widow. One child of her first marriage is still living—A. C. Clif¬ 
ford, who resides near Oakland City, Indiana. By the second 
union there are four children—E. S., Estella, wife of John J. 
'Payk>r, of Mason Comity, Illinois; W. W., of Texas City, Illinois; 
and Cornelia T\, wife of J. W. Davis, of Cowley County, Kansas. 
Tlic father of this family died in 1867, at the age of sixty years, 
ami the mother passed away in 1879. E. S. Farmer, of this re¬ 
view, was reared on the old family homestead and received but 
meagre educational privileges, but experience and observation 
lias made him a well informed man. He had not yet attained his 
majority when responded to the President’s call for troops and 
joined the First Indiana 1 infantry under Colond Baker. The 
regiment was attached to the command of General Steele and 
mustered in at Indianapolis. He first met tine enemy at Pine 
IJIttff, Arkansas, ami continued in active service in the southwest 
until honorably disolnarged at the close of the war at Duvall’s 
Fluff, Arkansas, lie was four times wounded and still carries a 
rcl>el ball in Iris shoulder. Mr. Farmer arrived home July 4, 1865, 
and at once resinned agricultural pursuits, which he has since 
carried on in connection with stock dealing. For the past ten 
years lie has been extensively engaged in shipping fat stock, and 
has made this a profitable source of income. He owns two farms 
near Francisco, aggregating three hundred and ninety two acres, 
and a glance at these possessions will convince one of the indus¬ 
trious care of the owner. Mr. Farmer was married in August, 
1867, to Rosie B., daughter of William Stewart, of Fayette County, 
Indiana, .and their home is blessed with the following children— 
diaries C., Fred S., Bertha C, William F., Oliver M. and Stew¬ 
art. The family is one of prominence in the community, and 
tlic members of the household occupy a high position in social 
circles. Mr. Farmer is a staunch Republican, and in 1888 was ap- 
jminted Trustee of Center township, to fill out an unexpired 
term. Ilis duties were faithfully performed and in private life he 
is tire same loyal citizen wlio niarclied forth in defense of the Union 
during her Ivour of peril. He belongs to the Masonic Fraternity 
and the Ancient Order of United Workmen, and is held in the 
highest rtgard by the brethren of tliosc societies. 

THOMAS M. MAXAM, Trustee of Center township, was 
bom in Gibson County, February 26, 1847. At Douglas Station 
was the old Maxam homestead, where the grandfather, Sylvester 
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Maxam. settled in 1818. He was bom in Litchfield, Connecticut, 
ami <licd on tlic farm, wliicli was Iris home throughout bis resi¬ 
lience here, llicrc bis son, brim S. Maxam, was born January 
29, 1811. The lmoiestcad was his playground in boyhood an<l 
in later years 1 i*c took an active part in its cultivation. His entire 
life was devoted to fanning and stock-raising, ami be was recog¬ 
nized as a leader in this line of business in (iihson County. He 
married Patsy Mattingly, a native of Ferry County, Indiana, and 
tlrcy became jxircnts of the following children—Gertrude, wife 
of George H. Wilkinson; Tliomas M.; Loretta, wife of E. Hatha¬ 
way; Eslclla, deceased wife of Frank IJittner; John A.; Sylvester 
Fk; (ieorge W.; Joseph F. and EmbrecJ* Tlie father of this family 
passed away March 14, 188?*, but the mother rs still living at the 
age of seventy years. Thomas M. Maxam was reared in the 
usual manner of farmer lads and liis literary education was ac- 
quired in tire public schools. Early in life be dcvcfo|>cd a great 
fondness for music and be afterward cultivated bis talents in that 
direction, by pursuing a musical education in Clricago. He made 
bis home with bis parents until 1869, after which be spent four 
years in lead ling music at variotis places. From 1873 until 1877 
iic followed farming and then turned bis attention to railroading 
in the employ of tlic St. Louis Railroad Company. He was thus 
engaged until 1894, when lie was elected Trustee of Center town¬ 
ship, and in August, 1895, entered upon the discharge of bis duties. 
Since April of the same year be has also engaged in tfhe hardware 
business in Francisco. I11 Spencer County, Indiana, March 29, 
1874, was consummated tlic marriage of Mr. Maxam ami Miss 
Fliza, danglrter of John Hisey, cX-Sheriflf of Ferry County, ami 
County Commissioner for many years. The children of this 
union are I^oretta E., Stella. Corliss, Stanley E. and Fannie. Mr. 
Maxam rs a staunch Republican, and is master master of the An¬ 
cient Order of United Worokmen. He is also a member of the 
()dd Fellows’ Six'iety, lias taken the encampment degrees, is past 
grawl of (he local lodge and was the rq>rcscntaiivc to tlie grand 
lodge in 1893. In business life, in political office ami in social 
circles he is held in highest esteem by all with whom he has been 
brought in contact, and bis many excellent duaracteristics have 
gained him a large circle of friends. 

A. J. DRYSDALE, a progressive, industrious farmer of Fran¬ 
cisco, was bom in the noighlftiriiood of bis present liome, January 
! 7» 1850. His father, Caleb Drvsikde, anearly settler of Gibson 
County, was l*>rn near Covington, Kentucky, in* 1815. He lo¬ 
cated in this county in 1846, and followed farming until his death 
in 1879. In politics lie was a pronounced Democrat, and in 1874 
served on the Hoard of County Commissioners in company with 
John N. Mangrum and Moses K. Robb. He married Nancy 
Williams, a native of Posey County, Indiana, and their children 
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were Janies B., w'lio died from wounds received in tlie battle of 
Stone River; Lavina, wife of C. R. Finck, of Oklahoma; Mary 
F., wife of Greenbury Williams, of Posey County; A. J.; George 
W.; Sarah E., wife of John W. Triblc, Sheriff of Gibson County; 
Matilda J., of Decatur, Illinois; Cornelius, Absolom II., Melissa 
ami Mrs. Mattie Wilson, aM of Union Star, Missouri. A. J. 
Drvsdalc ‘lias spent Iris entire life on the home farm and received 
tire scliool privileges afforded in the district. He led to the mar¬ 
riage altar, in 1873, Miss Annie Dc lYiest, daughter of William 
]>e Priest, ami they have ten children, namely; William C., 
Lloyd E., N. Adelia, Dicy C., Roland L., Clara K., Ada E., Ray¬ 
mond E., Lora and Mary. Mr. Drysdalc is one of the prominent 
men of the Democratic party in Gibson County. He was elected 
Trustee of Center township in 1888, and by rc-cicction served 
continuously until August, 1895, during winch time he was in¬ 
strumental in building several school houses, an iron bridge and in 
making other substantial improvements in the county. Those 
wlvo have known him from Ixiyhood arc numbered among his 
staunchest friends, a fact which indicates a well spent life. 

JOSEPH GREEK, a highly respected and prosperous farmer 
of Center township, was born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 
October 7, 1822. At an early day his fairer emigrated with his 
family to Indiana, going down the Ohio River on a flatboat. 
There he followed his trade of caqientering until his death in 
1835. He was then forty years of age. His wife, Catherine 
(Sellers) Greek, died in 1875, the age of eighty years. Their 
children were John, of Evansville; Joseph, Elizabeth, deceased 
wife of William Mills; Samuel and Henry, both of Princeton; 
Mary, wife of Hugh Me Sperry, of Princeton; and Catherine, wife 
of Robert Henry, of Terre Haute, Indiana. In his early youth 
Joseph Greek was employed in various ways ami finally secured 
a situation in a brick yard, where he remained for several years, 
thus getting a start in life for himself. In 1851 he located upon 
his present farm, purchasing one hundred and twenty acres. lie 
was only able to make a partial payment, but he worked indus¬ 
triously and by the assistance of his estimable wife, w'lio has indeed 
proved a helpmeet to .him, he was not only, after a few years, able 
to pay off his imleHytedness, but also added to his property. In 
1847 Mr. Greek went to visit friends and there met Miss Bcrilla 
Mills, whom he made his wife on the 13th of March, 1848. Her 
father, Dustin Mills, was bom in Kennebec County, Maine, and in 
1817 removed to the Genesee Valley in New York. The follow¬ 
ing year the family came down the Ohio River to Evansville, then 
called Smith’s Ijamding. Dustin Mills was at the time a youth 
of fifteen. His father, James Mills, was tire son of a Revolutionary 
soldier ami was tire son of a well-to-do man. In Gibson County 
he purchased a large tract of land. He died in 1840 when about 
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seventy years of age and lies lutried near Moore’s Bridge. Dustin 
Mills always resided om the fartn which he inherited from his 
father. He served as Major in the State Militia, and was a man 
of considerable influence in the community, lie died in 1875. 
His wife, Louisa Mills, was a daughter of Joshua Stapleton, one 
of the heroes of the battle of Tii^njcanoc. They became parents 
of the following children: Berilla, l>orn March 14, 1829; Adelia, 
deceased wife of Ovaries King; Cecelia, deceased wife of George 
Smith; Zellissa, deceased wife of Samuel Greek; Byron, of Prince¬ 
ton; I lorace. who has also passed away; Elvira; Albert, of Prince¬ 
ton; Almina, deceased; John, of Princeton; and Mary, wife of 
Lewis ()lds. The children of Mr. ami Mrs. Greek are Ellen, who 
married John Seals, ami died April 11, 1873; A. T.; Joanna, who 
became I lie wife of M. T. Paul, and died October 20, 1873; Samuel 
M. and George W., both deceased; John 11 .; Alice M., wife of 
James T. Brown; A. L., who died July 8, 1876; Hattie L., wife of 
James P. McCormick; Marv A., who died March 20, 1868; Rlmda, 
wife of Thomas McENwnnev; and Zellissa, wife of William McEl- 
hinney. Mr. and Mrs. (ireek are prominent members in the 
l;raneisco General Baptist Church, and arc ardent advocates of 
Republican principles, the lady, like her husband, taking a deep 
interest in the |M>litical situation of the country. Their well spent 
lives have won thorn the highest regard of many friends and they 
well deserve representation in this volume. 

CAPTAIN C. C. WHITING, ex-Assessor of Gilyson County, 
was horn in Cyivthinna, Posey County, Indiana, February 2, 1832. 
Ilis father. C lement Whiting, was horn in Fredericksburg, Vir¬ 
ginia. (Vtober 12, 1789; removed to Kentucky, thence to Indiana, 
in 1 8 j 8. and settled in Cynthiana, Posey County, where be fol¬ 
lowed agricultural pursuits and general merchandising. He was 
twice married, first marrying a Miss Endicott, and secondly Miss • 
Sarah Nash, who was born September 5, 1803. and was the riiothcr 
of the subject of this review. By his first marriage Clement 
Whiting became the father of the following children: Susan J., 
William J.. Nancy F., and John S., all of whom are deceased. 
John S. Whiting was a physician, and was a soldier in both the 
Mexican war and the Civil war. Unto tin* second marriage of 
( lemon! Whiting there were horn the following children: Charles 
Co vat. the subject of .this sketch; Sarah E.; Mary A.; Margaret J.; 
Jesse T. M.. who served in Hie Civil war as a Sergeant in Com¬ 
pany F. Eightieth Indiana Regiment, and was killed at the battle 
of Kesaeca on May 14, 18O4; Lydia A.; James P., who served also 
in the C ivil war in Company F, Kiglrtietb Indiana, and died shortly 
after the war. from sickness contracted in the army. The father 
and mother of these children were people of sterling (jualilies, and 
were pioneers of this section of Indiana. 'The Whiting family, by 
inter-marriages, is rlatcd to the Washington, the Fairfax, the 
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Montague, the Beverly and other prominent Virginia families. 
Capla'in (’. C. Whiting was reared in Posev County: was given a 
common school education, and 'his labors of youth were on the 
farm. In October of 1855, be married Louisiana, daughter of Dr. 
J. R. Craig, and settled down in life on a farm. He continued 
farming until the Civil war came on, and responding to the call 
for troops in the defense of the Unton, Mr. Whiting enlisted in 
Company A, Fifty-eighth Indiana Infantry. He participated in 
fire closing of the battle of Shiloh, and Iris first regular engagement 
was at the Irattle of StOnc River, lie was seriously wounded in 
said lyattfc. He ha<l also participated in the siege of Corinth. He 
lxirc a part in the battles of Chickamnuga and Mission Ridge and 
in the relief of Knoxville, Tennessee; also in the Atlanta campaign. 
His regiment was detailed as a pontoon corps after the fall of 
Atlanta, ami Captain Whiting supervised the construction of 
bridges along the route of Sherman’s army by wav of Savannah, 
Georgia, from Atlanta to Washington, I). C, wliere lie partici¬ 
pated in the grand review of the Union army. Mr. Whiting en¬ 
tered the service as a private and was made First Sergeant, and 
was in turn com missioned Second Lieutenant, First Lieutenant, 
Adjutant of the regiment and Captain of Conv|xniy A, the pro¬ 
motions being well merited by reason of his gallant conduct and 
braver)' on the ficid of battle. Tie is now a mendier of t'lie Grand 
Army of the Republic, Archer Po9t. No. 28, and Lodge 231, F. 8c 
A. M. On tire close of the war Captain Whiting returned home 
and later settled in (iibson County, where he has become a popular 
ami widely known citizen. He lias always been an enthusiastic 
ami stalwart rcpuldican. In 1868 lie was elected County Treas¬ 
urer, which office be filled with much satisfaction to the people of 
t’lie county. Afterward he served as real estate appraiser for 
school fund purposes, and in 1891 was appopinted County As¬ 
sessor to fill a vacancy, and after serving eighteen months in that 
capacity was deeted in 1892 to the office, which he held for four 
years thereafter. He is a loy al American citizen, and possesses 
these sterling fpialities everywhere commanding respect. Mr. and 
Mrs. Whiting’s olrildrcn are these: Jessie C.; Sallie A.; Ella M., 
deceased; Dr. Charles O., deceased: and Maggie A., deceased. 

JAMES M. COCK RUM isone of the oldest native citizens of 
Gibson County, bis birth having here occurred March 26, 1828. 
Since attaining to man’s estate be has been an active factor in 
the development of the community ami well deserves representa¬ 
tion in this volume. His father. Colonel Janies W. Gockrum, was 
l>orn in North Carolina, in I7<>9, and came with Hie father, James 
Cockrum, to Indiana territory, locating near Fort Branch in 1809. 
Subsequently James Cockmm lived 011 a farm which is now the 
sit£ of Francisco, but spent his last days in Granada. Mississijypi. 
Janies W. Cockrum was married in Tennessee to Sarah Barrett, 
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who died in Missipjrf in 1834. Their cliildren were Columbus, 
who died at the age of twenty-two; Dennis W.; Alexander JI.. 
who served in 4 lie Fifty-eighth Indiana Infantry, and died alt Mur- 
freeslnim, Tennessee; Caroline, deceased wife of M. (*. C. Har¬ 
grove; America J., deceased wife of John (iarrett. Hie father was 
a second time married, wedding Judith I’arrctt, a sister of his firs* 
wife. Their children are C olonel W. M.; (’indrclla P. t wife erf 
ISdward Crow; ami llenrv C., who died in the army. In the 
spring of 1834 James W. Cockrum loaded several flatlyoak>ts on 
the Patokia River ami with his family went to the south. His 
wife died during the trip. He twice served in the Legislature, 
being elected in 1848, and again in 1852 on the Whig ticket. Mr. 
Cwkrum, of this review, was reared on the home farm, and edu- 
catediin the common schools, often walking five miles to the 
School house. On the 1st of January. 1850. he located on* the 
farm, which has since been his lw>me. and has continuously devoted 
his attention to agricultural pursuits, although in connection 
with this lie has followed other pursuits. As a partner of J. W. 
Hargrove, he established the first dry gcxnls store in Oakland City 
and successfully conducted it until Hie beginning of the war. On 
the 29th of Sejitcmbcr. 1861, he joined Company E, hV>rty-sefc!ond 
Indiana Infantry, and was mustered in at Evansville on the 8th 
of October. The regiment then went to Henderson, Kentucky, 
to the (ircen River, and on Do Nashville, Tennessee. Failing 
health t>lien caused Mr. Cockrum to return home, hut he afterward 
attcihpted to join the One Hundred and Twentieth Indiana In¬ 
fantry, Init was not accqitcd. Mr. Cockrum has been an im¬ 
portant factor in the business interests of this section of the county. 
In 1864 he was admitted to the bar before Judge John Pitcher, 
and practiced law and carried on the real estate business until 
1876, when he once more embarked in merchandising. For nine 
years be conducted bis store, and in the undertaking prospered, 
owing to his honorable dealing and courteous treatment of his 
patrons. Mr. Cockrum was married December 5, 1849,10 Eliza- 
1x411 S., daughter of Jasper Hargrove. She died February 17, 
1855, and on the 15th of January, 1857, M r * Cockrum wedded 
Mary E. Richey, w»Ix> died May 22, 1865, leaving three cliSldrcn, 
of whom one is ix>vv living, SaHie. Our subject afterward wedded 
Sarah F. Thomas, daughter of Rev. Jonathan Tliomas, ami their 
children arc Janie's H.; Charles V., a member of the regular army; 
Jesse L., Thomas R., Ralph and Edna. Mr. Cocknini established 
the postoflice at ()aklnnd City and was the first postmaster of this 
place. Me served as postmaster from 1857 until 1861, from 1863 
until 1865, aixl was again appointed by President Harrison for a 
four years* term. I11 1896 lie was nominated by tihe Republican 
party as representative from this county in the general assembly, 
lie is a demitted Mason, belongs to the Independent Order of Odd 
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Fellows and to the Grand Army of the RqntWic, serving as die 
first commander of A. H. Cock rum Post, No. 520. 

GEORGE C. MASON, M. D., is one of the substantial citizens 
ami 1 cabling medical practitioners of Oakland City, and his name is 
inseparably connected with its history on account of the prom¬ 
inent part he has taken in public affairs. He is a representative 
of one of tlic pioneer families of Gibson County, ami is descended 
from Rx'zin Masson, Sr., a man of Scotch birth, who founded the 
family in Virginia. His soil, Rezin Mason, Jr., was born near 
Winchester, Virginia, in 1818, and in 1836 came to Gibson 
Comity with his mother and three sisters, Eliza, Jane and Susan. 
The daughters afterward married Abraham Null, Andrew Skelton 
and Levi Kuiton, respectively. Rexin Mason wais married in 
1846 to Elizabeth, daughter of John and Jane (Steele) Martin. 
Of their ten children four arc living, namely: (ieorge C.; Ada, 
wife of John Green: Agnes E., wife of John Miller; and Dr. R. S. 
Mason. George C. Mason was born and reared on his father's 
farm and his elementary education, acquired in the common 
scliools, was supplemented by two years' study in the State Uni¬ 
versity Of Bloomington, Indiana. He afterward engaged in teach¬ 
ing sclrool, ami followed that profession with marked success for 
several years. He was associate principal with Prof. Lee Tomlin 
for two years in the Oakland Normal School ami also superintend¬ 
ent of the Fort Brandi and HazcRon high scliools. In 1876 he 
determined to engage in the practice of medicine as a life work 
and obtained his professional education in the Miami Medical Col¬ 
lege of Cincinnati, Ohio, ami the Medical College of Indiana at 
Indianapolis, from which he graduated in 1879 an <l immediately 
afterwards came to Oakland City, where lie Soon secured a large 
practice, which has steadily increased, as his skill and ability have 
been demonstrated. He now ranks among the foremost phy¬ 
sicians of the county. Tine Doctor has been a close student of 
the political history of Hie country arid the questions of the day, 
and fearlessly defends his tannest convictions. In 1880 he was 
elected on the Republican ticket to represent Gibson County in 
the State Legislature, and was a valued member of the assembly, 
!>otli in the committee room and on the floor of iblie house. lie 
aided in the passage of a measure which resulted in the improve¬ 
ment of public roads, supported the bill permitting counties to es¬ 
tablish homes for orphans ami his own bill for Itohe relief of prop¬ 
erty from double taxation attracted much attention. He was also 
chairman of the committee appointed to investigate the condition 
of the Indiana Deaf and Dumb Asylum. The Dbctor has served 
for fourteen years as president of the Oakland City scliool lioard, 
and has done much to advance the cause of education. He is also 
an elder in the Presbyterian Church and is actively interested in 
all that pertains to the best development of the community. He 
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is i member of the (irhson County M cm Heal Society, the Indiana 
State Medical Society and the American Medical Association. 
He is also the local surgeon for the Lniisvillc, Evansville & St. 
I.otiis Consolidated Railroad and the Evansville & Indianapolis 
Railroad. Dr. Mason was married at Princeton, Indiana, July 
17th. 1873, to IClt7:aJ>el.1i L. Henderson, vdio Ls a native of Ohio 
and was horn in (iuernsey Comity, February loth, 1847. and is a 
daughter of 'Jliomas W. and Jane (McCrca) Henderson. l ; our 
children have been Inorn to this union, viz.: (iertrude S., Ixjrn 
April 20th, r878.; Crave L., horn July 17th, 1881, ami died Janu¬ 
ary 2$d. 1887: (icorge C., Ixirn Sqrtemcbr 15th, 1884, and died 
April 4th, 1885; Russell L., horn June 24th, 1886. (iertrude S. 
Mason graduated fry mu the Oakland City high scliool in 1896. and 
is mow engaged in the study of music. She intends to enter 
college this year and take the complete course in science and 
music. Russel L. Mason, wlvo is now in school, has fully decided 
to follow his father's footstq>s in the profession of medicine. 

\V. M. ( 11APPELL was horn November 22, i8(V>, in Columbia 
township, where he still makes his home, a son of James E. and 
Nancy I. Chappell. The paternal grandfather, William Chap¬ 
pell, a ci>oper ami farmer, came to Indiana in 1834, locating in 
Pike County. Hie maternal gramljxireoits were John and Mary 
Harper. James E. Chappell was horn within a few miles (if 
Louisville. Kentucky, in 1824, and during his boyhood came to 
Indiana. During the war he joined the Fifty-eighth Indiana In¬ 
fantry as a private, hut his valiant and meritorious service won 
him promotion, and he was mustered out with Hie rank of captain 
of Company (i. From 1867 until 1869 inclusive he served as trus¬ 
tee of Columbia township, and during that time, although strongly 
opposed. succeeded in establishing the first graded school in the 
township. The children of Captain and Mrs. Ohap|>cll are Laura, 
wife of D. W. Christmas; W. M.; Lula, wife of W. P. Arnold; 
Archibald; John: Ruth; Profit; Kate, deceased \Vifc of Professor 
N. C. Johnson: and Martha, deceased. 

W. M. Chappell aecpiired a good education in the public schools 
of his township, and at the age of nineteen began teaching, a 
profession which he followed for ten consecutive winters. He was 
a successful educator, his services giving excellent satisfaction 
in the districts where he was employed. In the summer he fol¬ 
lowed farthing and For six years has conducted a farm just south¬ 
west of Oakland City, lie is now serving as Trustee of Colum¬ 
bia township, and the cause of education has been materially 
advanced through his efforts. The school buddings have been 
placed in good condition and in District No. 7 lie has arranged 
that two departments shall he conducted. This is the only 
country graded scliool in Columbia township, excepting the Oak¬ 
land City schools, and Mr. Chappell deserves the gratitude of his 
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fellow citizens for his promotion of educational interests. ()n the 
22iid of ()ctobcr, 1891, Mr. Chappell was joined in wedlock with 
Miss Mary 1 .. Daugherty, daughter of II. C. Daugherty, who 
located near ()wensvilk\ Indiana, at an early day. They have 
one son, James I lenrv, horn in 1893. Mr. Chnppepll is a member 
of the Masonic Lrajternity and •Hie Ancient Order of United 
Workmen. Public spirited and progressive, he withholds his 
support from no enterprise calculated to advance the general 
welfare. 

WILLIAM II. TOLLMAN is one of the j*opular and prom¬ 
inent citizens of Gibson County. Jle was horn in Pike County. 
Indiana. November 18, 1842, and when three years of age was 
brought to this county by his father, Henry L. C oleman, who lo¬ 
cated within a half mile of the present home of our subject. He 
followed farming throughout life, and met with a fair degree of 
success. A native of Kentucky, be died in Gibson County. In 
1881. at the age of seventy-four years. His wife, Margaret Cole¬ 
man. was a daughter of William Taylor, who came to this county 
frem Tennessee. Their children are Laura, Rachel, Nancy, 
Martha. Dr. J. W. and William H. Our subject spent his boy¬ 
hood days on bis father’s farm, and at his country’s call for troops 
to aid in putting down the rebellion, joined Company L, of the 
Thirty-third Indiana Infantry. He was mustered in at Indianapo¬ 
lis, and first met the enemy in Kentucky. He participated in the 
Atlanta campaign, veteranized at Christiana, Tennessee, went whh 
Sherman on the march to the sea and through the Carolina*. and 
took part in the grand review in Washington, D. C. Lor four 
years he followed the old Hag and niadcli imself an honorable 
war record. After his return home, Mr. Coleman engaged in 
farming for two years, and Mien embarked in the drug business 
in Oakland City, conducting bis store for four years. Through 
the next season he again operated a farm, and then accepted a po¬ 
sition as salesman in the drug store of J. J. Cosiby. About this 
time lie served one term as Township Trustee, and was re-elected 
fora second term when the Republicans nominated him for Circuit 
Clerk of the county and lie resigned the former position. I11 1890 
he was re-elected a C lerk by a larger vote than was given any 
other candidate on the ticket. On his retirement from public 
office he returned to the farm, and is now numbered among the 
leading agriculturists of Gibson County. O11 the 24th of Decem¬ 
ber, 1866, Mr. Coleman wedded Hannah M. Crawford. Their 
children arc Lunicc, wife of II. C. Ilchft; Charlie C.; and Ruth. 
They also lost three children—Herbert lb, John C. and William 
L. Hie family are members of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church. 

JOHN T. THOMPSON.— Indiana is settled by a class of citi¬ 
zens in whom are combined the marked progressivencss of the 
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west w’l'i (hr steadiness ami executive ability of lliose of the east, 
and their stability has founded a slate that ranks among- the fore¬ 
most of the nation. Mr. Thompson is a worthy rcprcHntntive •»[ 
Indiana’s citizens and one of her native sons, lie was born in 
Rockporl, April 5, 1 X58. Ilis father. < ieorge W. Thompson, a 
native of Kentucky, came to Indiana during his 1 x>vhood and was 
married here to Snsan Ales, whose parents were natives of Vir¬ 
ginia. In i8(k> Mr. Thompson removed with his family to Hibson 
('(Minty. locating on a farm near OwcnsviHe, where he spent his 
remaining days, his drath occurring in 1887, at the age of fifty- 
two years. John T. 'Thompson is the second in a family of five 
children, lie was reared on the home farm in (ribson County, and 
carried on agricultural pursuits until 1894, when he began the 
operation of a planing mill, entering into partnership with S. J. 
McCullough. 'They erected a planing mill, which they are now 
successfully operating. They also handle lumber and builder’s 
supplies and furnish employment to a force of eight men. Their 
business is steadily increasing, for their straightforward methods 
and excellent product secure them the patronage of many. Mr. 
Thompson was married in July, 1878, to Emma, daughter of John 
M. Smith. She died May 8, 1887, leaving a son, Edgar M. On 
the 17th of August, 1889, Mr. Thompson was again married, his 
second union being with Mrs. Mary C. Sjrorc, daughter of William 
Kcndle. They have one child, Eliza Kern. Mr. Tlvompson is 
a valued member of the Masonic Fraternity and the Ancient Order 
of United Workmen, lie also belongs to the United brethren 
Church, and in politics is a Democrat, believing in the free ami 
unlimited coinage of silver, lie has many friends in (ribson 
County, where his entire life has been passed, and bis friendship is 
prized most by t hose who know him best. 

I. VV. MeOOWAN, M. I)., a well known and highly esteemed 
physician of Oakland City, was horn in Monlicello, Wayne 
County, Kentucky. January 22, 1854. FT is grandfather. Samuel 
Mc( rowan, was a Virginian by birth, and died on the old Kentucky 
homestead in 1882, at the age of ninety-three. He married Mary 
Haynes, and was the father of fourteen children, among whom 
were l)r. W. J. and Mrs. Noble McCullough. The subject of this 
sketch is a son of Dr. W. J. Mctiowan, who was born in Wavne 
County, Kentucky, and received bis educational training there. 
He graduated from the University of Ijouisvillc in 1859, and as 
surgeon advanced the cause of the Union during the Civil war. 
On the Democratic ticket be was elected to the .Tim liana Legis¬ 
lature in tire early ’70s. lie married Delilah J*. daughter of Nel¬ 
son Ramsey, who survics him. 'The only living child of this mar¬ 
riage is Dr. J. W. Mc<Iowan, lie came with his parents to 
Indiana in 1863, and from an early age was deeply interested in 
the science of medicine. lie began reading When •only twelve 
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years of age, and practiced with his father long before receiving 
bis diploma, which was granted him by the University of Louis- 
ville in ?88i. In 1X89 lie was .appointed government physician 
in Montana penitentiary, where he remained one year, and then 
resinned practice in Oakland City, where he is now enjoying a 
large and lucrative business. 'Hie Doctor has always been a 
staunch Democrat, and liis faithful service in the interest of the 
party secured 'him his government appointment. He was elected 
■to the town council of Oakland City by one hundred and fifty 
majority, a fact which indicates his great personal popularity, for 
the IVnvn is regarded as a RepuWican stronghold. Socially, he is 
connected with the Knights of Pythias, the Ancient Order of 
United Workmen, the Modern Woodmen of America, the Red 
Men, ami is also a Knight Templar. 

P. II. LAMP, of Oakland City, was born near Rome, Perry 
Countv, Indiana, November 24, 1X54. and is a representative of 
one of the pioneer families of the state. His grandfather, Solo¬ 
mon Lamb, located near Koine about the beginning of the present 
century. His father. Major W. S. Lamb, was burn there in 1816, 
and in early life practiced law and served for fourteen years as 
Circuit Clerk of Perry County. During the war he was appointed 
paymaster with the rank of Major, and at the beginning of the 
struggle was arrested at Memphis, Tennessee, charged with being 
an Abolitionist. The proof being that he voted for Abraham 
Lincoln. The latter fact was so, and since that time be has always 
been an advocate of the Republican party, to which his sons also 
adhere. Hy appointment of President Arthur he served as store 
keeper and gauger for the government a't Tell City for nine years. 
He married Julia, daughter of Dr. George 1 ». Thompson, and they 
became parents of seven children. The mother died in 1880. and 
four of the children have passed away. Those living arc W. R., 
of Galena, Kansas; Henry C., of Jefferson County, Indiana; ami 
P. 11 . Mr. Lamb, of this review, obtained Ins education in the 
common schools, ami followed farming until August, 1884, when 
he embarked in the livery business in Oakland City. He also be¬ 
gan the undertaking business in 1892 after having thoroughly 
prepared for this work in Evansville, Indiana, under Professor 
Clark, of Springfield, Ohio, receiving a diploma as a professional 
emhalmei*. His livery is well patronized, and 'lie is doing an ex¬ 
cellent business. Mr. Ijanvb was married in Perry County, July 
9, 1876, -to Louisa, daughter of John Ploch. Their children are 
Esther and John. Mr. Lamb is now a member of the town 


council, and is a public-spirited citizen, deeply interested in all 
that pertains to the welfare of the community. 1 Ic belongs Ito the 
Ancient Order of United Workmen, ami to the Knights of Pythias 
Fratcrnnity. Since locating in ()akland City liis barn was de¬ 
stroyed by fire, but he has resolutely worked his way upward and 


is now the possessor of a comfortable competence. 
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S. S. RRRD, president erf die town council and an enterprising 
real estate dealer «»f Oakland City, was Iwirn in Pike Connlv, 
Indiana, November 29, 183(1. Mis father. Rlija.li Reed, a native of 
North ( arolina. came to this state when about twenty years of age, 
locating in Pdoomington, where he married Rebecca Slater. 
Their children are John W., S. S. and Clark, all Of Gibson County; 
Richard and Rfisha. of Pike County; Joseph, Rlijah and Peter, 
of (iibson County; Jane, wife of Jacob Riddle; Phoebe, wife of 
Harrison Rnglish; Maiiuda, wife of Prank Pilderback; Rebecca, 
wife of William Davis; ami Sarah, wife of George Ross. The 
paternal grandfather, Rolxrt Reed, was born in North Carolina, 
followed farming througlfcmt life and died in Warrick County, 
Indiana. S. S. Reed s|>ent his boyhood days on Iris father’s farm 
and in the winiter season attended school, lie first k'ft home to 
enter his country's service as a defender of the Union, enlisting 
in Company K, Porty-secoml Indiana Infantry, in September, 
i8bi. I le was mustered in at Rvansville, and Iirs4 met the enemy 
in battle at Perrvsville. I le participated in the Atlanta campaign, 
then returned north with General lliomas and took part in the 
battle of Rrankliu. At Rome, Georgia, on the expiration of his 
three years’ term, he was honorably discharged in September, 
1864. Por twenty years thereafter he followed farming, and then 
came to ( hkland City, where he successfully carried on mer¬ 
chandising until July, 1895. 11 is executive ability. Iris keen fore¬ 

sight and earnest laJtor brought to him pros|>crity, ami he is now 
devoting his time to his real estate interests, in which he has in¬ 
vested his well earned capital. Mr. Reed was married in Colum¬ 
bus, Missouri, in Rebruary, 1866, to Jane, daughter «of Ro 1 >ert 
Hayden, a farmer. They have three daughters—ILaura, wife of 
Dr. McCord; Lydia, wife of A. J. Carlisle, and Lula A., who 
married Rred IVeuton. Mr. Reed is an esteemed member of A. If. 
(Vickrum Post, G. A. R.;and in politics is a staunch Republican. 
In 1882 he was elected Justice of the Peace, serving for ten years, 
and is now president of the town council. He is also chairman 
of the Republican Central Committee of his township, and does all 
in his power to promote the growth and insure the success of 
his party. 

GR()RGR A. KLRNCK is a worthy representative of the in¬ 
dustrial interests of Oakland City, where he is actively engaged 
in business as proprietor of the Columbia Milling Company. He 
erected the mill and began its operation in 1882. After conduct¬ 
ing it for two years ft was destroyed by fire in 1884, entailing a 
heavy loss, but the plant was at once restored and business re¬ 
sumed. Rmployment is furnished to seven men and the capacity 
of the mill is one hundred and fifty barrels of flour per day. The 
excellent grade of flour manufactured has secured a large and 
profitable business ami the enterprising owner rs now numbered 
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among the prosperous residents of Oakland City. He was born 
in Vanderburgh County, Indiana, June j 8, 1856, and is a son of 
John W. Klcnck, who was horn in Wittenbaoh, Germany, in 1830, 
and rs now associated with his son in business. lie was married 
in Evansville, Indiana, to Catherine Matz, who died in Septeml>cr, 
1893, leaving .six children, namely: George A.; Jacob L.; Fred 
J.; Ameha, wife of Fred Rice, of Evansville; Mary ami Maggie. 
George A. Klenck was reared and educated in his native county, 
ami learned Hie milling business under IT. Vahlberg, of Evans¬ 
ville, Indiana. In 1878. he went to Kansas City, Missouri, where 
he spent one year in the service of the Kansas City Milling Com¬ 
pany, and then returned to Evansville, where he was employed 
in tire mill of George Rnose, until 1881. He has since been 
identified with the business interests of Oakland City. On the 
10th of November, 1881, in Vanderburgh County, was consum¬ 
mated the nrarriage of Mr. Klenck and Miss Carrie, daughter of 
Edward Wilhelm. Their children are John E., Carl F., Roy, 
George and Tessie. Mr. Klenck is a prominent member of the 
Masonic Fraternity, belongs to the Knight Templar Command¬ 
er)*, is past chancellor of the Knights of Pythias Fraternity, and 
has represented both organizations in the grand lodge. He is 
tliioroughly American in spirit, a loyal citizen and an advocate of 
sound money. 

GEORGE M. ROHNERT, one of the leading merchants of 
Oakland City, and secretary, treasurer and manager of the Oak¬ 
land City Electric Light Company, was born in Jasper, Indiana, 
April 25, 1865. His father, Wendohn Rohnert, was born in Ger¬ 
many, and married Kuhnde Kuhtida. Roth died alftwt twenty- 
seven years ago, leaving a good estate. Their children are 
Josq>h, of Washington, Indiana; John, of Colorado: Antone, of 
jasper,Indiana; Henry,of Washington;Edward,of Jasper;Gcorgc 
M.; Albert, of Jasper; ami Mary, wife of John 1 \ Fubs. The 
subject of this sketch learned the tinner’s trifle with Levi Spayd, 
ami after a year went to Washington, Indiana, where lie entered 
the employ of J. H. Maher, with whom he remained five years. 
He then came to Oakland City, and entered the tin department 
in the liardware store of Mr. Springer, but after six months he 
bought out his employer. He now carries a large ami well se¬ 
lected stock of shelf and heavy liardware, and is doing a good 
business along that line. In March, 1893, in company with bred 
Audi, he established the electric light plant, with a capacity of 
two tlvousaml caudle power, and is now conducting the same. 
He is also a director of the building ami loan association, and 
iris close connection with the industrial ami commercial interests 
of the city has not only brought to him success, hut has largely 
advanced the material welfare of Hie community, fn politics lie 
is an advocate of the Democracy. On the 28th of May, 1890, in 
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Warrick C ounty, Mr. Rohnert IchI to the marriage altar Miss 
Annie Kimlermaii, a dauglitcr of William Kimlermaii, a prom¬ 
inent citizen ami retired merchant of Roonvillc. Tlvey liave two 
children—Mildred M. and Harry. Mr. Rohnert is a member of 
the Ancient (>rder of United Workmen, the Modem Woodmen 
of America and -the Knights of Pythias Fraternity, and 1 >y Iris 
hrethren of these societies is held in high esteem. 

JOHN F. GUDGEL, M. I)., one of Hie aldcst |Vhysicians of 
Gibson Comity, wtrosc skill and ability have gained him marked 
efistinction as a member of the medical profession, is numbered 
among Hibson County's pioneers and native citizens, lie was 
Ixirn in Columbia ftnvnship, January 29, 1849. His father, An¬ 
drew Cudgel, was l>orn near Owensville, Imhana, in 1825, a son 
of William Gudgel. who was of German descent ami removed 
from his Kentucky liomc to Owensville, in 1812. Andrew Gudgcl 
was a brave Union soldier during the Civil war, serving in Com¬ 
ically A, Erfty-ciglitli Indiana Infantry, and is now a leading citizen 
of Columbia township, daughter of John Wallace. Hie Doctor 
is the second ofdherr five ebildren. It was his parents’ wish that 
lie follow the pursuit to wlridh he was reared—farming, but a 
liberal education and a decided taste for professional life placed his 
choice elsewhere. At an early age he began teaching in the pub¬ 
lic scl*x>ls, which profession he followed for six years, anil at die 
age of twenty-two took up Hie study of Medicine, under the di¬ 
rection of Dr. W. J. McGowan, of Oakland City. He was a 
student in the Miami School of Medicine in Cincinnati, in 1874-5. 
after which he s|>eiit three years in active practice in Hazelton, 
ami then entered the Kentucky School of Medicine, wlierc he was 
graduated in 1879. He has since 1 >een one of the active prac¬ 
titioners of Gibson County, and to-day enjoys a liberal jiatronagc. 
He is a member of the County Medical Society, and the Missis¬ 
sippi Valley Medical Association, and is a man whose broad 
study lias made him csi>ccial1y well fitted for bis chosen calling. 
Tire Doctor was married in Hazelton in April, 1875, to Nancy 
ttaldwin, daughter of Reuben 1'aldwin, a retired merchant of 
Princeton, and a retired merchant of Gibson County. They 
have five children—Harry lb, horn in 1877; Jesse Ik, born in 
1879; Millara, in 1881; Everct D., in 1883; an <l Ruth E., in 1885. 
The Doctor belongs to the Masonic Fraternity, ami is a Republi¬ 
can in politics. 

R. R. RICK FITS, M. D.—There is no field of labor to which 
man devotes Iws energies which calls for more thorough investi¬ 
gation ami broader research than tlie medical profession. One 
cannot by purchase or influence attain an honorable place among 
its members, but must by skill and ability work Ills way upward. 
'Iliis Dr. Ricket ts has done, and bis high rqmtation enables him to 
command a liberal patronage. The Doctor was born in Warrick 
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County, Indiana, Scptemebr 20, 1839, a son °f Thomas and Mary 
(Edrington) Ricketts. His father was horn in Orange County, 
Indiana, followed fanning throughout his life, ai*d -died in War¬ 
rick County, in 1874, at the age of sixty-six years. The mother 
was a daughter of Silas Kdrington. a native of the Palmetto State. 
Tive Doctor is the second of a family of eleven children, but only 
•two are now living, he and his sister. Mrs. Isabel Shoemaker. The 
Doctor acquired his education in lloonville and Lynnville, and 
engage^ in the practice of medicine in Pike County at the age 
of twenty-eiglit, a representative of eclectic school. He located 
in Knox County in 1879, anf l * n 1890 removed to Hazeltoii. He 
now enjoys an extended practice, which at once attests his ability 
and the confidence reposed in him. He is a member of the Ec¬ 
lectic Medical Society of Indianapolis, ami socially is a Royal 
Arch Mason. His political support is given the Populist party. 
At the age of tvventv-two, Dr. Ricketts was married in Warrick 
County, to Mary ). Clark, who died in 1873, leaving two children 
—Lewis R., now deceased; and Franklin. In 1878 the Doctor 
was again married in Warrick County, his second union being 
with Mary A., daughter of Jacob Reed. Three dlnldren bless this 
union—Homer, A. Russell and Silas. 

CHARLES L. 1 IOWARD, whose ability as an educator is well 
known in Gibson County, was bom in Hazclton, in the house 
which is now his lrewnc, September 1, 1866. His father. Dr. E. 
J. Howard, a native of Tennessee, was graduated from the Med¬ 
ical College of Nashville, and in 1862 came to Hazelton. For 
two years he was principal of the first graded school established 
here and was a leading promoter of interests calculated to benefit 
the community. He served his country as a Union soldier in the 
One Hundred and Forty-third Indiana Infantry, and was a valiant 
defender of the stars and stripes. He died October 4, 1882, ait file 
age of fifty-four years. His witknv, who bore the maiden name 
of Mary E. Monk, still survives him. Their children arc William 
H., of Terre Haute, Indiana; Amy J. and Charles L. At the 
early age of eighteen Clerics L. Howard began teaching, and for 
six years followed that profession in the country schools. He was 
then made principal of the graded schools of Hazelton, acting in 
that capacity from 1889 until 1895. Ills brohd general inform¬ 
ation andh is capability of imparting readily to others the knowl¬ 
edge he has acquired, has made him very successful in the line 
of educational work, and his fellow townsmen have shown their 
appreciation of his services by electing him to the office of Trustee 
of White River township, so that he now has in charge the schools 
of that district. He was nominated for that position on the Dem¬ 
ocratic ticket and was elected in November, 1894, by a majority 
of ninety-seven, altflfough the Republicans had carried the district 
the previous year. TTiis fact vveil indicates his personal popularity 
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ami the confidence reposed in Him. Socially lie is past master of 
Hie Masonic Fraternity, past grand of the (>dd Fellows’ Society, 
and a member of the Knights of Pythfcus anti tbc Ancient Order 
of United Workmen. 

MARSHALL HARRISON has been an important factor in 
tiie development ami pn>grcss of (iibson County, and his name 
is inse|iarably connected with ks business and political history. 
He was 1 *>rn in this county. March 5, 1839. His fattier, Azza 
Harrison, a native of Mason County, Kentucky, located here 
about 1836. lie was Ixirn in 1801, and <Kcd in Vincennes, Indi¬ 
ana, in 1876. He married Nancv E. Evans, who departed this 
life in April, 1893. Her children arc Jane, widow of Josiali 
Nixon; Elizabeth, deceased wife of J. T. Ewing; Tabitlia, deceased 
wife of John Wilburn: Marshall; Mary, wife of WMlfcwn Kings¬ 
bury, of Ponca, Nebraska; Melvina, deceased wife of J. T. Ewing; 
and Henry. The grandfather of our subject, Samuel Harrison, 
was a native of Maryland, and removed to Kentucky during its 
pioneer c|*och. Marshall Harrison spent his boyhood days in the 
usual manner of farmer lads and after mastering the branches of 
study tauglit in the common scliools, spent one year in school in 
Mason County, Kentucky. During the greater part of his life 
lie carried on agricultural pursuits. Soon after his marriage he 
pnrcliascd a portion of the old homestead, whereon he resided 
until after the death of his wife. Since 1892 he lias devoted his at¬ 
tention to other interests, both public ami private. lie was 
married in Deccmlier, 1862, in \Vhke River township, to Sarah 
Riley, daughter of James Riley. She died in April, 1894. leaving 
one child, L. W., now a reporter for the Morning Sun, published 
in Springfield, Ohio. Mr. Harrison has long been an active 
worker in the interests of Democracy, and was Ins party’s candi¬ 
date for County Treasurer in 1894. He was elected Township 
Trustee in 1887, ami re-elected in 1889, serving in all for seven 
years. No more capable official has ever been called to that office. 
During his incundieiicy he succeeded in paying off a township 
debt of five thousand three hundred dollars, much of which Iwul 
been incurred twelve years previous. Through bis instrumen¬ 
tality five new school houses were erected and the old ones remod¬ 
eled by-building vestibules ami putting in slate blackboards. He 
supplied the township with new road graders and scrapers, awl 
after all tins cx)iemliture, turned over to his successor one thou¬ 
sand dollars in cash. His able administration wrongful a vast im¬ 
provement in the township, and his king continuance in office well 
indicated the satisfaction which Ins fellow townsmen felt over li!is 
work, lie is one of the most progressive and public-spirited 
residents of this section of (iibson County, and Ins circle of 
friends is very extensive. 

W. F. HUDELSON, cx-Trustec and Justice of the Peace of 
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White River township, was born in the neighborhood of his pres¬ 
ent home, October 9. 1840. 11 is father, James II11 del son, a native 

of Hardin Comity, Kentucky, located in Montgomery township, 
Cribson County, in 1817, and in 1838 removed to White River 
township. The same year he l>egaii flaUxxiting, carrying pork 
and corn to New Orleans. His business increased as time )>assed 
until he had quite a large number of boat A, making annual trips 
to the Crescent City. He continued that business until 1862, 
when the Civil war prevented all intercourse between the two 
■sections of tlve country. Throughout his remaining days he fol¬ 
lowed farming, and died in 1880, a! the age of seventy-ciglit years. 
He was a man of keen foresight and business sagacity, progressive 
and public-spirited, and was frequently called to serve as County 
Commissioner by the Democratic party. His father, Alexander 
llinlelson, w as a native of the ILi neraki Isle, am! at his.death, at 
the age of seventy-nine, was laid to rest in the cemetery of Prince¬ 
ton. The mother of (Mir subject, Elizabeth Hudelson, was a 
daughter of Patrick Paine, a Virginian, whose ancestors were 
from Prance. Mrs. Hudelson died in 1856. Of her eleven chil¬ 
dren the following survive: Annie E. t wife of R. N. Parrott, of 
Pat oka: Susan A., wife of Thomas Stewart; Martha I., widow of 
Rev. f. L. Craig; Hattie 15 ., wdfc of L. 11. Church,, of Cairo, Illi¬ 
nois; Kate 15 ., wife of W. D. Daniels, of Evansville; and W. F. 
The hast named acquired his early education in the primitive sub¬ 
scription schools, but afterward attended the State University in 
I'loomingtoil. In 1859 embarked in farming on his own ac¬ 
count, and was thus occupied until August, 1862, when lie enlisted 
for three years’ service in Company A, Thirtieth Indiana Infantry. 
He was mustered in at Princeton, then went to Jvouisville, after¬ 
ward participated in the battle of Perry ville, Kentucky, and thence 
went to Knoxville, where Mr. Hudelson suffered an attack of 
rheumatism, which prevented his further service in the field. He 
was mustered out August n, 1865, ami for twelve years-thereafter 
engaged in merchandising at Patoka. In 1880 he was elected 
Trustee, the first Republican ever chosen to tlwft position in 
White River township. He has been notary public for several 
years, and for two years was elected Justice of the Peace. Mr. 
Hudelson was married in October, 1866, to Delilah Ann, daughter 
of Archibald Spain. Their children are Charles, now train dis¬ 
patcher in Esthervillc, Iowa; Agnes, wife of M. (>. I'ickncll, of 
IDl Paso, Texas; and Oliver, of Patoka. 

R. N. CHAPPELLE, principal of the • Patoka schools, was 
liorn in Pike County, Indiana, November 1, 1868. ami is a repre¬ 
sentative of one of the pioneer families of this state. J Jis greaN 
grandfather came from North Carolina to Indiana at a very early 
day, atul the grandfather, Stephen Cliappefle, was born in an 
old block house in Petersburg. His father, Captain W. E. 


Digitized by CjOoqIc 



188 


HISTORY OP OlllftON COUNTY. 


(hnppellc, was horn in Pike County, sixty-two years ago, an<l 
has spent his entire life as an agricukunst. As commander of 
Company 1 , Fifty-eighth Indiana Infantry, he won his title, ami 
among the valiant Ixiys in blue he was numbered. Me married 
Elizabeth Case, daughter of Washington Case, ami they became 
parents of nine children—McL., postmaster of Mimlen, Ne¬ 
braska; Sto|)hen R., of Mimlen; Austin M., of Algiers, Indiana; 
William J\, of Arkansas; James L., of Illinois; Carrie I 7 -., wife of 
Perry Anderson, of Dulxiis County, Indiana; Maggie A., wife of 
Lewis Taylor, of Pike County; and Frederick E., of Algiers. 
(>n his father’s farm Professor Cha|>pcllc spent his bovlrood and 
his elemetary education, acquired in Petersburg, Indiana, was 
supplemented bv study in the United States Naval Academy at 
Annapolis, Mary kind. At the age of nineteen he began teach¬ 
ing in Pike County. The following year he taught in Cibson 
County, and in 1891 was employed in the Princeton schools. 
Since 1892 he has been principal of the Patbka schools, and has 
raised them to a liigh standard of excellence. Among the effi¬ 
cient educators of Southern Indiana lie is numbered, his ability 
gaining him marked prestige. Professor Chappellc was married 
in (lihson County, Septcmlicr 10, 1895, to Alda, dauglUcr of 
Amlrew Cunningham, and they Hravc one son, Charles R. Mr. 
Chappcllc l>elongs to the Order of Red Men, and is senior deacon 
in the blue lodge of Masons. 

W. Ik DCNCAN, M. D„ a practicing physician of Patoka, 
was horn in Pike County, Indiana, January 20. 1851, a son of 
John J. and Harriet Duncan. The former was born in 1823, ami 
was a son of Shadrack Duncan, whose father emigrated from Scot-: 
land to America. The maternal gramffather’s name was Routt. 
John Duncan died in 1889 and his wife many years previous. 
Their children were Dr. W. Ik; Mary, wife <>f Jacob McAtee; 
Ellen Ik, wife of Melvin Colt; and Eckless, who married Anson 
Jerauld. After the dcatb of his first wife, John Duncan wedded 
Rillo Woods, bv whom be bad four children—Obic, Joseph, 
Mabel and I lattie. Dr. Duncan spent bis Ijoylwxxl on his father’s 
farm and after attaining his majority s|>cnt one year in school in 
IMoomfield to fit himself for teaching. He followed that pro¬ 
fession one year, and then Ix'gan reading medicine tinder l>r. S. 
C. Cravens, of I’Uxunficld. Subsequently he spent three years 
in the Indianapolis College of Physicians and Surgeons, where 
he was graduated in the class of 1877. Locating in IWoomfield he 
engaged in practice for four years, also conducted a drug store, 
and through the succeeding lour years lie resided on a farm which 
he operated in addition to his practice. In 1885 lie came to IV 
toka, where lie s<x>n gained a large patronage, wlwch from the 
loginning has steadily increased. For seven years he conducted 
a drug store here, but the growth of bis practice at length com- 
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polled him to relinquish this. In Greene County, Indiana, Dr. 
Duncan was united in marriage to Allie M. Buckner, a daughter 
of Edward Buckner, a merchant. They have three children— 
Belle, Frank and Edith, and their social standing in their adopted 
city is very high. The Doctor is a member of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church, and is a popular, genial gentleman, who, 
aside from his profession, has won many friends. He lias kept 
fully abreast with the progress made in the science of medicine, 
and has a well earned reputation as a skilled physician. 

ROBERT A. FIELD.—The stability or substantial progress 
of a county or state is due largely to its agriculturists and of this 
class our subject is a Worthy rqiresentative. He was !*>rn in 
Gibson County, Match 7, 1855, and is a representative of one of 
the oldest families-of the state. His grandfather, Abraham Field, 
was horn in Indiana, in a little pioneer home which Iris parents 
had established on this then wild western frontier among the 
Indians. Joseph J. Field, father of our subject, was born in 1831, 
ami made farming his life work. He married Nancy Phillips, 
daughter of Robert Phillips, a pioneer blacksmith of Gibson 
County. Mr. Field died at the early age of 'thirty-two. His 
children were Cyirtiria, wife of Wilson Kinney, of Kingston, Cali¬ 
fornia; Robert A.; Grace, wife of Joe Fawcett, of Shelbyville, 
Illinois. Mr. Field was twice married, his second union being 
with Rachel Morrison, by whom he had a daughter, Nancy J., 
now the wife of Henry Policy. From the early age of nine years 
Robert Field has depended on his own exerttons for a liveli¬ 
hood. He was industrious, energetic and ambitious, ami at the 
time of his marriage had accumulated sufficient capital to estab¬ 
lish a pleasant little home. After two years spent in Patoka lie 
rented the Wefbom farm and later the Miller farm, cultivating the 
same until 1889, wh£n he purchased one hundred and sixty acres. 
This he placed under a high state of cultivation ami the com¬ 
modious residence, suiistanrial barns and well tilled fields all indi¬ 
cate tlie thrift ami enterprise of the owner. Mr. Field was married 
September 12, 1881, to Miss Fannie Newsum, daughter of James 
I. Newsum, deceased. Their children are Tobe, Elmer, Eldren, 
Lctc and Walter. Mr. Fiekl is a Democrat, and a member of the 
Ancient Order of United Workmen. A self-made man, lie de¬ 
serves great credit for Iris success in life, for all that lie possesses 
is the reward of his labors. 

JEFFERSON TURPIN, a self-made man whose energy and 
well directed efforts have brought to trim a comfortable com¬ 
petence, and whose sterling worth hais won him the high regard 
of many friends, was born in Henderson County, Kentucky, No¬ 
vember 27, 1819. His grandfather, William Turpin, was horn 
in Virginia, in 1727, and was a patriot of the Revolutionary war. 
He died in Henderson County, Kentucky, at the very advanced 
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age of one hundred ami three, and liis wife at the age of one 
hundred and two. The father of our subject, William Turpin, 
Jr., was born in tlie Old Dominion in 1784, and was a soldier of 
the war erf 1812. He married Annie Slavin, who died in Wash¬ 
ington township, Gibson County, in 1838, wliilc 1 *is death oc¬ 
curred in 1844, t'lieir remains being interred on Wlritc River. 
Their children were Alfred, deceased; Jefferson: Isaac, deceased; 
lictsy, deceased wife of Slicp Dawson; Mtchacl, deceased; Sallic, 
who also married Mr. Dawson, ami has now passed away: and 
Calvin. Jefferson Turpin spent bis youth in bis native county, 
and was early trained to habits of industry, for bi% patents were 
in limited circumstances, and be was forced to assist in the work 
of the farm ami to provide for his own maintenance. In 183311c 
came to (irbsoh County, and for twenty-five years resided in Pa- 
toka township. At the age of twenty-five be married Caroline, 
daughter of Asa Decker, ami located 011 a farm of one hundred 
acres, which lie still owns. In 1866 bis wife died and for bis 
second wife lie cltose Samantha Decker, daughter of David 
Evans. His chiklrcn, l>orn of the first marriage, arc Clark, Har¬ 
riet, deceased wife of Joe Moore; Asa; James; Margaret, wife of 
Monroe McDaniel; Riley; John; Alice, wife of Ed Richey; ami 
Sherman. Mr. Turpin lias been a most energetic and progressive 
man. The obstacles and difficulties in bis |>ath he lias overcome 
bv determined effort, and lias worked bis way steadily upward. 
He is now the possessor of three hundred acres of valuable land 
and bis farm is one of the best in tlie township. In politics be is 
a Democrat, socially is a Mason, and in religious belied is a Cum¬ 
berland 1 Ycsbyterian. 

WILLIAM C. McFFTRTDGE.—A little more than forty years 
years ago—January 28, 1855—hi White River township, Gibson 
Count), was born the gentleman whose name begins this sketch, 
and wiio, through the greater part of bis life Iras been numbered 
among the leading farmers of the community. His grandfather 
was one of the first settlers of this county, emigrating from South 
Carolina. 11 is father, John Quincy McEetrklge. was born in 
Gibson County, in 1828, and spent bis entire life here, a prosper¬ 
ous and progressive farmer. He married Cynthia C. Hargrove, 
who still survives him, bis death having occurred in 1890. Their 
children were William C.; Fannie, wife of Henry Steelman; Mollie 
F.; 1 -aura, wife of William Mc( lee; Edgar and Minnie. William C. 
McFctridgc is indebted to the diistrict schools for his educational 
privileges. 1 le pursued his studies during the winter season, 
and in the summer mouths assisted in the labors of the home 
farm until his marriage, when lie located on a farm which tie had 
previously purchased and which lias since been 'bis liomc. It 
comprises two hundred and thirty 1 four acres of valuable land, 
and the well tilled fields yield to the owner a golden tribute in 
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return for his care and cultivation. Tn December, 1882, Mr. 
McFetridge wedded Fannie E. Knatib, daughter of Norman 
Knauh, of German lineage. They have five children—Charles 
W., Myrtle, Pascal R., Lester and Ernest. Mr. McFetridge is 
a supporter of the Populist party. He belongs to the Modern 
Woodmen of America ami to the Methodist Church. Coming 
of a family of pioneers, like l*is ancestors lie has akled in the de¬ 
velopment of the county, by his faithful performance of the duties 
of citizenship, and 'by his earnest support of all measures calculated 
to prove of public benefit. 

F*RANK J. KIGHTLY.—In a brief sketch of any living citizen 
it is difficult to do him exact and impartial justice. Not from lack 
of space or words to set forth the familiar and passing events of his 
personal history, but because a modesty that shuns anything 
egotistic prevents tlie enterprising business man from setting 
forth in bokl outlines the history of his useful career. In Mr. 
Kightly, however, Gibson County recognizes one who has been 
an important factor in its development. He was born in Evans¬ 
ville, Indiana, August 13, 1849, a son of Josiali Kightly, one of the 
prominent business men of Hazelton. His father was bom in 
Chatteras, England, in January, 1822, and at tlie age of twenty- 
three years sailed for the United States, landing at New Orleans. 
He made his way to Evansville, Indiana, where lie secured em¬ 
ployment with tlie firm of Babcock Brothers, in whose service lie 
remained for seventeen years. In April, 1862, he came to Hazel- 
ton, where he embarked in merchandising, carrying on Iris store 
alone until 1875, when he formed a partnership ami thus conducted 
it until 1884. He lias large rca -1 estate interests in Hazelton, and 
owns valuable farming land in Gibson and Knox counties. Front 
1882 until 1888 lie served as County Commissioner, and was a 
painstaking and trustworthy official, whose devotion to tlie public 
welfare was most marked. Josiali Kightly was married in Evans¬ 
ville in 1848, to Elizabeth Furnis, who died in 1867. Tlie children 
of that union were Frank J.; William and Sarah J., both deceased; 
Mary E.; W. R.; and John R., deceased. In 1869 the father 
married Sarah Rowe, and their cliikl is Lucy, wife of William 
Ennis, of Princeton. The grandfather of our subject was William 
Kightly, an English farmer. Frank J. Kightlv spent the first thir¬ 
teen years of his life in the city of his birth, and then removed with 
bis father to Hazelton. At the age of seventeen lie started out 
in life for himself, and for four years worked as a farm hand at 
sixteen dollars per month. He tlien began farming on *his own 
account, and has met success in his chosen calling. Industry and 
enterprise are his two dominate qualities and combined with sound 
judgment in his business affairs have brought to him a handsome 
competence, so that lie is now numbered among the prosperous 
farmers of White River township. His political support is given 
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Ihe Republican party. Mr. Kightly was married at the age of 
thirty. September 2. 1870, to Mrs. Lue Edwards, a daughter of 
Adam Miller, and widow of Jesse Edwards. By lier former mar¬ 
riage she had two children—Willis ami Lillie, the latter the wife 
of Columbus Austin. 

HARVEY MILBURN, the efficient ami popular principal of 
Hie Tlazclton schools, is a successful educator, and his exceptional 
ability has gained him marked prestige among the younger rep¬ 
resentatives of his profession in Indiana. He was born in Linn 
County, Missouri, August i, 1870. Ilis father, Augustus Mil- 
burn, was born in Patoka, Indiana, fifty-eight years ago, and 
his ancestors were farming people, industrious and honorable. 
Eor three years during the Civil war he followed the stars ami 
stripes on southern battle fields, valiantly defending the Union 
cause, and for his meritorious service was promoted to the rank 
of Captain of Company C, Eiftv-ciglvth Indiana Infantry. He 
married Miss Isabel l)evin$, daughter of Wayton Dcvin.^, and 
their home was blessed with five children, namely: Preston, 
Alexander, Harvey I 4 ’., Stic and Marv. The grandfatlver of our 
subject wais John Milburn, a well known nioiiccr of Gibson 
County. His father aW bore the name of JwilWiml came from 
Kentucky to this county at a very early day, locating on what has 
since l>eeu known as the Milburn farm, three miles east of Patoka. 
Urns the family lias been identified with this locality from the 
days of its earliest settlement. Harvey Milburn, although born 
in Missouri, lias resided in Gibson County since 1873, at which 
time his parents returned to their old home. He acquired his 
preliminary education in the Patoka schools, and was afterward 
graduated on tlie completion of the teachers’ Course at the South¬ 
western University of Princeton. I^ater he spent three ycairs in 
the State University, and has 1 >oen thus ably prepared for 1ms 
chosen vocation. He taught bis first term in the Decker school 
house, liis second in the Steelman district, and tlvcn became as¬ 
sistant at I lazeltou. When only twenty-five years of age lie was 
made principal of the schools of Hazelton, ami is now serving 
his second year in that capacity. Tlfat he has the popular ap¬ 
proval is shown by his re-election to Hie position, and his able 
administration has produced a number of excellent improvements 
in tire schools. 

BYRON S. SPAIN, a leading farmer and influential citizen 
of White River-township, is a descendant of one of the first settlers 
of Gibson County. His great-grandfather, Abraham Spain, was 
lx>rn in Dinwiddle County, Virginia, February 23, 1770, and was 
married there to Betsy AUcn, who was born in 1773, and was a 
relative of the daring Colonel, Ethan Allen, who commanded the 
Green Mountain 1 >oys during the Revolutionary war. Wilfli their 
seven children, Mr. and Mrs. Spain started for the territory of 
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Indiana in 1813, but circumstances led them to change their plans, 
ami they went instead to Rutherford Counity, North Carolina. 
Two years laiter they again started for tlve Hoosier State, and 
eventually arrived in Gibson County, then forming a part of 
Knox County. On the journey they had a horse team and ox 
team ami a cow. They located on Congress land, and tfhe hus¬ 
band developed a farm. He died in 1813, and lies buried in tfhe 
Holcomb cemetery, thirteen miles south of Princeton. Archi¬ 
bald W. Spain, the grandfather, was born in 1798, and died in 
1870. He married Sarah Garwood, and became a prosperous 
farmer. One of his ten children was William A. Spain, the father 
of our subject. He married Jemima McFetridge. He was born 
May 4, 1828, and died in 1886, leaving an estate of more than five 
hundred acres, which he had accumulated by his own well directed 
efforts. His children are Byron S.; Daniel C: Pleasant N.; de¬ 
ceased; J. W.; Dora J. f deceased wife of William Qirpenter; 
Emma B. and Harrison M. f who have also departed this life; 
Florence F., wife of Charles Johnson, of South Dakota; Mary 
A., wife of Ellis Tichcnor; William A.; Charles A. and Lillie, 
twins; and Purvis A. Byron S. Spain was bom December 12, 
1849, am l was reared to manhood within a half mile of his present 
residence. He completed his education in Patoka. and then 
turned his attention to agricultural pursuits, which he has since 
followed. He first rented part of his father's farm for six years, 
and in 1878 purchased sixty-five acres of land, to which he has 
added from time to time as his financial resources have increased, 
until he is now the owner of a valuable property of two hundred 
and seventy-five acres. He early formed habits of industry, which 
have had an important bearing upon his entire life, and making 
good use of his opportunities he has prospered from year to year. 
On the 1st of May, 1872, Mr. Spain married Arvilla Decker. Her 
parents are both deceased, and her brothers and sisters are Pay- 
ton, James P., John, Howard and Marcellus. Seven children 
graced the home of Mr. and Mrs. Spain—-Maggie M., wife of 
David Hazleton; Fred P.; William W.; Nellie D.; Allen G. C.; 
Bessie and Ruth. Mr. Spain is a Democrat, and was the party's 
candidate for Sheriff in 1884, at which time he was defeated by 
only forty-six votes, although the county has an acknowledged 
Republican majority of two hundred. He is a worthy representa¬ 
tive of an honored pioneer family and well deserves representation 
in this volume. 

ERI WILLIAMS, who is engaged in general farming iu 
White River town-strip, was horn in Portage County, Ohio, July 
12, 1841, ami traces his ancestry back to the sturdy citizens of the 
little rock-ribbed country of Wales. His grandfather was a na¬ 
tive of that land, and was pressed into the British service against 
the Colonies in the war of the Revolution. When the war was 


Digitized by C^ooQle 



144 


IIIHTORY OF OIIIKON COUNTY. 


over, so pleased was lie with the country tbalt lie made a location 
in New York, and afterward removed to Ohio. John Williams, 
the father of our subject, was born in the lUtekeye State, and dice! 
in Knox County in 1856, at the age of sixty-five years. He 
wedded Mary Ames, who died in 1876, and of tlieir nine children 
EH and F. It. are the only ones now living. Our subject was 
brought by his parents to Indiana in 1852, the family locating in 
Knox County, where lie resided until 1886, when he became a 
resident erf Gibson County. His educational privileges were 
meagre, but experience and observation has made him a well in¬ 
formed man. At The beginning of the Civil war he enlisted in 
Company K, Twenty-fourth Indiana Infantry in July, 1861. 11 is 

regiment formed a part of General Grant's army, operalting on the 
Mississippi and Ohio Rivers, and he first met the enemy in battle 
at Fort Donelson. He participated in the battle of Shiloh and 
in the Vicksburg campaign, including the engagements at Fort 
Gibson, Raymond, Edwards’ Station and Champion Hills. At 
the last named be was shot in the leg, and was sent to the Evans¬ 
ville Hospital, where be remained until die expiration of his term. 
He then returned to Knox County, ami as soon as his health per¬ 
mitted began the operation of a rented farm. Industry, persever¬ 
ance and economy have characterized bis career, and at length 
have brottglrt to him a justly deserved success. Mr. Williams was 
married in September, 1865, to Rollv Thompson, who died in 
1868. In 1872 be wedded Harriet Tolbert, and ito them were 
bom two children—Mnimie, wife of Fred Shugert; and Edward. 
In November, 1886, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Williams 
ami Mrs. Lydia Ihotnpson, the widow of Robert D. Thompson, 
and the only daughter of Stewart Cunningham. Four children 
grace this union—James, Granville, and Emma ami Eva, twins. 
Roth the paternal and maternal ancestors of Mrs. Williams were 
pioneers of Gibson County. Her great-grandfather, John Cun¬ 
ningham, was a Georgia planter, who come to This County in 1812, 
ami located in Wlnitc River township, just cast of Hazleton. 
II is son, William Cunningham, married Sahie Decker, daughter 
of Abraham Decker, ami died here in 1865, when about seventy 
years of age. Stewart Cunningham was married in 1842 to 
Georgians Robb, a dauglttcr of David Robb. Mr. and 'Mrs. 
Williams l>oth own good farms in White River township, and the 
former has a valuable fanning property in Knox County. Their 
long residence in this section of the state has made them widely 
known and the circle of their warm .friends is extensive. 

WILLIAM A. HARNETT was born August 24, 1859, 0,1 ^ 1C 
old family 'homestead, and is a representative of one of the earliest 
families of Gibson County. O11 coming To the county the grand¬ 
father of our subject purchased a large and heavily wooded tract 
of government land along the White River. He was born in Kcn- 
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tucky, May 11, 1800, and on live 17th of December, 1826, married 
Margaret Moscly, who was born September 25, 1804. They be¬ 
came parents of fourteen children. The grandfather died Sep¬ 
tember 4, 1863, and tlie grandmother December 12, 1880. Of 
their family Robert S. Barnett was Hie fifth in order of birth, and 
011 Hie 17U1 of March, 1833. At five outbreak of the Civil war he 
joined the boys in blue of Company C, Eightieth Indiana In¬ 
fantry, enlisting at Danville, Kentucky, ami laid down his life on 
the altar of (his country, for death' came to him while in the ser¬ 
vice, October 31, 1862. He Avas married On the 4th of November, 
1858, to Miss Mary Nagle, whose father was a native of Germany, 
and one of the early settlers of Indiana. She survived her hus¬ 
band thirty years, and carefully reared their two children— 
William A., of this review; and Sarah, now the wife of Z. N. 
Einney, of Gibson County. Her death occurred in 1894, and 
was deeply mourned by many friends. William A. Barnett has 
sjient almost his entire life in the old family homestead. He 
aided in its development during his boyhood ami is now the owner 
of a considerable portion of that tract which his grandfather en¬ 
tered so many years ago. His preliminary education Avas supple¬ 
mented by study under the direction of Dr. Howard. He 
embarked in business in Hazelton in 1877. but after two years 
returned to the farm and purchased the interest of the other heirs 
in the property, since which time he has successfully cultivated 
it. For some years he has also been the agent of the Challenge 
Wind Mill and Eeed Mill Company, and .his success in this di¬ 
rection winning for him the confidence and trust of the company 
he has recently been made thdr general agent for Indiana. He 
is a mail of excellent executive business ability and keen foresight, 
and his prosperity is well merited. Mr. Barnett was married 
November 14, 1888, to Carrie D., daughter of Martin Beck, of 
Gibson County, ami their children are Arthur, Marv M., Sarah 
Esther and an infant. Mr. Barnett is one of the leading and in- t 
fluential members of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church of 
JIazehon, was largely instrumental in securing the erection of 
the house of worship there, and has done all in his power to pro¬ 
mote the growth and extend the influence of the church. lie is 
connected with the Ancient Order of United Workmen, the 
Modem Woodmen of America, and the Independent Order of 
Odd FelloAVs, and Ivas been an active participant in political 
affairs, in connection with the Democratic party. 

J. W. STEELMAN, a leading and influential farmer of White 
River township, \A r as born July 20, 1853. and Avas the sixth child 
of John W. and Elizabeth (Hinkle) Steelman. His paternal 
grandfather was of English birth, but his parents avcic probably 
Welsh. Their emigration to America Avas followed by their im¬ 
mediate settlement in Ohio, where some of their descendants 
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still reside*, The maternal grandfather of our subject was John 
Hinkle, who emigrated from the Keystone State to Ohio, and 
theme to Indiana. John \V. Steelman, the father, was horn in 
C hampaign County. Ohio. sevent\-four years ago, and in 18O3 
removed from C lark (minty, that state, to Gibson County, where 
•his remaining days were passed. 1 hiring his long life 'he was an 
industrious, useful and thrifty citizen. In Iris youth he learned 
the cooper s trade, which he followed much of the time until his 
removal to Indiana., He had a wide acquaintance, and all Who 
knew him respected him for his sterling worth. Mr. and Mrs. 
Steelman were the parents of the following named children: 
Rebecca, wife of Frank Fames; Catherine, wife of Aaron Wavne, 
of Clark County, Kansas .Phoebe, of Reuben Sibcrt; William, 
who married Ellon RoM>, and is now deceased; Amanda, de¬ 
ceased; Mark: Mary, who has also passed away; Henry; Fannie, 
wife of William McFetridgc; Kllen; and Dora, wife of Alex. 
Hinkle. Mr. Steelman, whose name introduces this sketch, be¬ 
gan his education in the common schools of Ohio, and completed 
it in School District No. 4 of White River township. On the 
15th of Septemi>er. 1S75. be married Miss Caroline Knaub, daugh¬ 
ter of Norman and Caroline (McCartney) Knaub, both of whom 
are now deceased. 'Hie father, a native of Pennsylvania, died 
September 8, i8<^. Mr. and Mrs. Steelman are the parents of 
seven children—Eva, who died at the age of two years; Fred, 
Frank, Fern, Mary, Arthur and Lulu. Mr. Steelman is a member 
of the Ancient Order of United Workmen and (he Odd Fellows' 
Society, and also belongs to the Methodist Episcopal Olvurch. 
His entire life has been devoted to farming and in his undertakings 
lias met with a fair degree of success, resulting from his enterprise 
and diligence. 

MILTON McROHERTS has 1 >cen prominently identified with 
the public interests of Washington township, ami rs one of its 
.leading and influential farmers. He was horn near his present 
home. November 24, 1850. His grandfather, David Me Roberts, 
died near Cincinnati, Ohio, many years ago. His father, Arte- 
nius T>. McRobcrts, was a native of Kentucky, was reared in llic 
Ruckeyc State, and when a young man came to Gibson County. 
Here be married Indiana Lewis, a daughter of Stqvhen Lewis, 
and they became parents of the following children, namely: 
Milton, Narcissa J., wife of Henry Phillips; Artemius IE; Francis 
M.: Willard S. and Jerome, both deceased: and David C. Milton 
McRobcrts, the immediate subject of this sketch, received such 
educational advantages as were afforded by the common schools 
of the neighborhood, and from bis early youth was trained to 
habits of industry on the home farm. At the time of bis marriage 
lie purchased a part of the old homestead, ami as bis financial 
* resources have increased has added to bis property until he now 
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owns a valuable trad of land of one hundred and one acres, the 
greater part of which is under a high state of cultivation. The 
well tilled fields surround substantial buildings, which stand as 
monuments to the thrift and enterprise of the owner, and the neat 
appearance of the place indicates his careful supervision. He is 
progressive in his methods, systematic in his work and honorable 
in all his relations with his fellow men. The lady who beats the 
name of Mrs. Me Roberts was in her maidenhood Elizabeth Phil¬ 
lips, a dauglvter of John and Marv (Foster) Phillips. Their 
children are Clarence, born July 20, 1875; James L., born Septem¬ 
ber 14, 1877; John K., born October 30, 1879; Edith M., born 
April 12, 1884; Sallic (»., deceased. Iwirn April 21, 1887; Ethel, 
deceased, born June 19. 1890; Cornelia, born December 3T. 1891: 
and Lewis Milton, born January 19, 1894. Mr. McRoberts is a 
firm believer in the tenets of modern Democracy, and is a staunch 
supporter of the cause of his party. He was elected Trustee of 
Washington township in November. 1894. and since the 5th of 
August, 1895, has faithfully and acceptably discharged the duties 
of that position. He belongs to the Ancient Order of United 
Workmen. 

W. L. McROBERTS, of Washington township, ex-County 
Commissioner of Gibson County, and a gentleman whose social 
and business ties bind him to his lieigtolxirs and friends closer than 
a brother, is a successful farmer, a useful citizen and a Christian 
man. He was horn in Hamilton County. Ohio, August 8, 1837. 
I11 the year 1840 bis father, the late David McRoberts, left the old 
Ohio home and turned bis head toward the Hoosicr state and 
stopped only when he had set foot upon the soil of this county. 
T11 Iris young days he was employed upon a canal in Ohio, and 
while so engaged his “boss” proposed to sell him a ninety-acre 
tract of land which lie owned in Indiana, and this proposition led 
to its purchase and to the removal of the family to Gibson County. 
He lived and labored on this farm till 1870, when he died. He was 
Ixirn in New York in 1805. His wife, nee Rebecca Abbott, died 
in 1873. She was the mother of thirteen children, of whom the 
following are living: Lucy, widow of Jetry Hillman; A. D.; 

I laniard; William L.: and Marinda, wife of Calvin Minnier. 
The paternal grandfather of these children was David McRob¬ 
erts, a soldier of the war of 1812. Their mother's people, the 
Abbotts, were from the State of Maryland. Our subject was 
educated in the common schools. He began life for himself at 
twenty-two as a farmer. He was married in 1861 to Mrs. Marv 
France, daughter of Janies Kirk. They have reared tbeir family 
on their present beautiful homestead, made so bv their own efforts.' 
Their children arc: William A., who married Cynthia Hoover; 
Ambrose U.. whose wife was Ella Finney: Ethel D. O. Mr. 
McRoberts is a staunch Republican, and was elected Commis- 
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sioncr in 1888 and served six years, succeeding Josiali Rightly. 
The hoard of which he was a ineinher finished paying off Uie in¬ 
debtedness contracted by the building of the court house, bought 
the county farm of 208 acres and improved if . All his public acts 
were such as to meet the just approval of the public and he retired 
from the office with the best wishes of a grateful populace. Mr. 
Me Roberts has been for many years engaged in ministerial work 
on behalf of the Methodist Episcopal Church. J lis work has been 
largely that of a supply in this and the adjoining conn-tics, and 
his sermons and work have been of such character as to mark 
him as a sincere and earnest Christian worker. 

JOSKP 1 I MOORK, County Commissioner-elect, from Wash¬ 
ington township, is one of the successful fanners of Gibson County 
and is bold in high esteem among bis neighbors and acquaint¬ 
ances generally for the many commendable traits of character lie 
possesses, fie was horn near where he now resides, in the Pa- 
toka bottoms. September 6, 1844. lie grew to maturity in that 
locality, and although lie made the acquaintance with hard work 
early in life, he managed to get, from the “old log school house,” 
what was then called a common school education. When lie 
arrived at an age when young men feel that they onglit to make 
a start for themselves, Mr. Moore set to work raising corn and 
hogs. The war then came on and lie felt himself impelled from 
motives of patriotism to do what he could, as a private soldier, to 
aid in putting down the trouble. He accordingly enlisted in 
January, 1865, in Company IT, One Hundred and Forty-third 
Indiana Volunteer fnfantrv, commanded bv Colonel John F. 
Grille, lie was detailed at Murfreesboro, Tennessee, as orderly 
for Medical Director George K. Seat, of Ohio, ajid served in this 
capacity till the day lie was mustered out in October, 1865. Oji 
his return from tile army Mr. Moore took up farming, which he 
has continued uninterruptedly to this day. lie owns one hundred 
and fifteen acres of fine soil and is situated to make farming pay 
even in hard times. December 13, 1866, Mr. Moore married 
1 larrict, a daughter of Jefferson Turpin. She died in 1880. For 
his second wife Mr. Moore married Mary J. Phillips, whose 
father, John Phillips, together with his father, Robert Phillips, 
were pioneers. Here Mr. Moore’s children, R. Allen, who 
married Kate Carter; Clarence, who married Stella liiillips; 
Charley, whose wife was Lillie Utley. And by the second wife 
there are: Linnie, Josie, deceased, and Karl. Mr. Moore is a'son 
of John C. Moore, who came to Gibson County in 1813... He was 
then a small lad and in care of his father, David J. Moore,who fet¬ 
tled on the Patoka bottom and died there in 1847, at about sixty- 
two years of age. He was a Mexican soldier and also served in 
the Indian wars of the Northwest. Our subject’s mother was 
Klizahcth Dawson, a daughter of John Dawson, a Virginia settler. 
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Her children were: Mary, wife of David McMillan; Elizabeth, 
deceased wife of l». R. Fields; Rel>ecca. deceased wife of L. H. 
Van Campen; Eliza, wife of Frank Turpin; John Moore; Joseph 
Moore; Edward Moore; David MootcT; and Ellen, deceased. Mr. 
Moore is a Democrat and was elected Commissioner in Novem¬ 
ber, 1896, by a majority of 144 votes and will succeed J. W: Phil¬ 
lips in August, 1897. 
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